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Al-Ashraf Primary School 
     

Newsletter Term 4 – April 2017 
 

Dear Parents, 
Alhum…..we have reached the end of an action packed term.  
I would like to take this opportunity to update you on a few 
school matters. 
 Full Attendance 
Congratulations to the following children who managed 100% 
attendance in terms 3&4: 
 
Reception:                         Year 4: 
Yusuf Akrout  Mahnoor Amin 
Ismail Bhaimia  Hanfaa Anez 
    Aaminah Motala 
Year 1:   Aliya Patel 
Aisha Lasa Patel 
Maryam Patel  Year 5: 
    Yasmine Bouchireb 
Year 2:   Maryam Sharif 
Mehjabeen Ahmed  Saamia Ali 
Jumaimah Bhaimia 
Ahmad Patel 
Umaymah Patel  Year 6: 
Yusairah Patel  Elias Bah 
Husnaa Veshmia  Faatimaah Ginwalla 
    Taseen Hassnat 
Year 3:   Ahmad Patel 
Rahath Ahmed  Zaara Shaikh 
Zainub Lasa Patel 
Wadi Rahman 
Yaseen Salehbhai 
Aziim Sheikh 
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House Point Winners 
Congratulations to this term’s 
winning house which is team ALI 
(RA) 
 
MA Keep up the good work! Well 
done team Ali (RA) for 
accumulating the least penalty 
points too. 

Mums and Munchies 2017 
MA, we have raised a grand total of 
£10,003.45 this year. Masha-Allah this is 
an amazing amount and would never 
have been possible without the help of 
everyone who got involved. Therefore 
we would like to take this opportunity 
to thank mums, dads, volunteers, 
donors, local businesses and well-
wishers, who all came together to make 
this day a great success. IA we hope to 
use some of this money towards school 
resources and software for monitoring 
pupil progress. 
 
 

Comic Relief – Red Nose Day 
Well done to everyone who supported 
this event and   turned up in red/white 
gear.  M A we raised an impressive 
amount of £58.15 
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World Book Day – 2nd March 2017 
Another fantastic world book day 
event was held in school with 
children engaging in lots of book 
related fun. We held a whole school 
assembly where children read out 
poetry, acted out scenes from 
books and hot seated children in 
character. The children asked some 
well posed questions to the 
characters in a bid to find out some 
unknown facts about Willy Wonka 
and his secret ingredients! The 
children loved it almost as much as 
the staff! 
 

 

Parents Evening 
Parents’ Evenings will be held on 
Thursday 4th May from 2.00 pm 
onwards. Class teachers will 
arrange appointments and time 
slots will be sent out. Children will 
need to be picked up at 12.30 pm 
on this day. Further details will be 
provided nearer to the time. 
  

Student Council 
At Al-Ashraf School we have a proactive and 
enthusiastic student council. As part of our 
British Values, the children undertake a vote 
and through a democratic process they elect 
their class representative. They have regular 
meetings to discuss important issues in school 
and also organise fund raising events and 
subsequently raised a significant amount of 
money for to purchase ovens and equipment 
for cookery lessons. 
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British Science week and Science 
Assembly 
National Science Week 2017 was a 
resounding success. It was great to see so 
many different Science Activities taking 
place across the School.  The children 
and teachers have had great fun and all 
the activities have been so varied. 
Throughout the week there was a real 
buzz of scientific excitement as, the 
children carried out investigations and 
experiments. The children and staff have 
produced some amazing work, which will 
be displayed around the school, and the 
whole week was a real success. 
To further enrich our children’s science 
experience, we invited the Mad Science 
Team to perform an assembly for our 
children. Children enjoyed fun interactive 
science learning and were also given an 
option to sign up to an after school’s 
science club. The aim is to spark 
imagination, curiosity and passion for 
science.  Al-Ashraf will be hosting the 
after school’s programme after the 
holiday. If you are interested, please refer 
to the letter sent out on 29/03/2017. 
 

 

NSPCC Stay Safe Assembly 
This term we also welcomed staff from the 
charity NSPCC who led an assembly for the 
whole school on the theme of ‘Speak Out Stay 
Safe.’ Children were encouraged to think about 
the worries that some of them may have, how if 
they speak out and tell a trusted adult, they can 
get help to deal with any problems they may have, 
or if they don’t feel safe. Children met Buddy the 
speech bubble mascot, who reminds pupils to 
speak out if they have a problem or worry. They 
were also reminded about Childline, which they 
can phone free of charge at any time. The 
NSPCC team came back this week to work with 
Year 5 and 6, to complete some workshops in the 
classroom. 
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Reading 
Reading is an integral part of our daily life 
at school and a big focus is now on the 
children’s understanding of what they are 
reading.  
How can you help? Read each night with 
your child - this is the best way to help 
your child improve their reading. Question 
your child about what has happened so far 
and what they think will happen. Research 
shows that reading to a child and talking 
about what they have read aids children 
progress in their reading and 
comprehension. 
 

 

 

Upcoming Events 
 
Monday 24th April 2017 – School re-opens  
 
Monday 1st May 2017 – Early May Bank 
Holiday 
 
Thursday 4th May 2017 – Parents Evening 
 
Thursday 4th May 2017 – School closes at 
12.30 pm 
  
Week starting Monday 8th May – SATS 
Exams – Year2 & Year 6 
 
 
 

 

Parents’ Meeting 
The next parents’ meeting is scheduled 
on Monday 8th May 2017 from 1.45 pm – 
3.15 pm to discuss school related 
issues. Please feel welcome to attend 
and offer your support and 
suggestions. 
Mad Science 
Confirmation of places and dates will 
be sent out in the new term. 
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Safe, Smart and Social 
Keeping safe online is important, and knowing how to encourage children to 
develop their digital citizenship is vital if we want to raise children who 
understand the risks and rewards of using the internet. From a safeguarding and 
an education perspective, most would agree that age is probably the biggest 
factor that needs to be taken into consideration. Put it this way - when our 
children are very young we don’t let them out of our sight; we hold their hand 
when we’re out; they can play in the garden as long as it’s secure. As they grow 
older, the children are allowed greater freedom in accordance with our comfort 
levels. That freedom comes with boundaries and is based largely on trust; break 
that trust and there are sanctions. We know that children need to grow up, they 
have to build resilience, and although we don’t like it we know that they will 
take risks to some extent - exactly the same as we did growing up. In this 
context online life is no different whatsoever to real life. 
SAFE - (Age 0-7)  
We know that younger and younger children are using technology that goes 
without saying. So we have to allow them to enjoy this use of technology whilst 
keeping them safe. Children of this age will have little understanding of what 
‘risk’ or ‘safe’ is, so this is a full hands-on approach whilst empowering them with 
simple strategies. These strategies might include: filtering web content to pre-
approved sites or services only; understanding the basics of ‘personal 
information’; we’ll talk to them about their feelings, so if they’re doing something 
that makes them happy that’s okay, but if something makes them sad or unsure 
we tell them who to turn to for help. Essentially SAFE is the foundation of e-
safety; the roots upon which we build. 
SMART - (Age 8-11)  
Being SMART builds on SAFE and reflects the growing curiosity as their use of 
technology and online experiences expand. This may include online games where 
they have the ability to talk and interact with others. It may be video streaming 
sites (commonly YouTube) where there is considerable age-inappropriate 
content, and considerably more age-inappropriate comments. It could also 
include use of various social media where there is even more potential for 
exposure to inappropriate content and conduct by others. That last aspect may 
generate a few sharp intakes of breath, but it is happening, we all know that, do 
we ignore it, ban it or empower? 
SOCIAL - (Age 11+)  
SOCIAL again builds on SAFE and SMART and this is where e-safety expands 
enormously, much like the branches of the tree. This is where we need to start 
considering aspects of ‘digital citizenship’ rather than just e-safety. It doesn’t 
specifically relate to social media, but of course that has to be a consideration. 
Here we understand that as children grow older, the social aspects of their life 
will expand further. Independence and privacy becomes increasingly important; 
peer pressure and adolescence add to a difficult stage of life. Personal 
information is considerably more than the normal age, date of birth etc. It now 
relates to what they do, where they go, what they say, who to and when.   
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We hope that you and your family have a restful spring holiday. We 
thank you for your continued support which is muchly appreciated by 
all. IA we hope to see you bright and early on Monday 24th April at 
8.30am. This newsletter is also available on the school website.  
 
Please visit the following link to access it: 
 http://primary.al-ashraf.org.uk/newsletters/March2017.pdf 

 

http://primary.al-ashraf.org.uk/newsletters/March2017.pdf

