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Al-Ashraf Primary School 
     

Newsletter Term 6 – July 2019 
  

As we come to the end of this academic year, it is with great 
pride that we can look back at the many achievements of 
the children, staff, parents and governors.  
 

Full Attendance 
 
Let us begin by congratulating the following children 
who managed 100% attendance throughout the year. 

 

Attendance 
 
We continue to focus on maintaining good attendance in the school 
and I am delighted that our attendance this year is 96.68%. This is 
very pleasing and is a huge improvement for the school. Since 
September 2018, the school has implemented rigorous and robust 
systems in order to ensure attendance at the school is in-line the 
government's national expectation of 96%. 

   
 Year 1 
Amirah Mia  
    
 
 
Year 2     
Khadeeja Patel 
M. Heshaam Patel 
      
Year 3 
Aisha Bharoocha 
Zainab Ghazafi 
 

 
Year 4 
Amirah Bhamjee 
Kaisan Kahil 
Husnaa Veshmia 
 
Year 5 
Nu’man Patel 
 
Year 6  
Mahmood Hussain 
Aliya Patel 
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Ofsted’s Monitoring Visit 
 
As you are aware, we were paid a visit by Ofsted for a monitoring visit 
in June. We are pleased to announce that Ofsted had found that we 
met all the Independent School Standards, alhamd… They recognized 
the huge improvements made and the commitment to continue to 
improve in the future.  
 
We could not be prouder of our pupils and staff for their commitment 
throughout the year and especially during the inspection. The lead 
inspector took the time to highlight how polite and courteous our pupils 
were and how open and helpful the staff had been. I would also like to 
express my gratitude to trustees, governors, staff, children and parents 
for their continuous hard work and support in ensuring our school has 
a solid platform for a successful future, Insha’A. 
 
We are constantly moving forward and always looking to improve our 
practice. We will continue to focus relentlessly on raising standards and 
ensuring that our children are given the very best start in life. 
 
Can I politely remind parents to pay their Ofsted fees (£16 per child) if 
they have not yet done so, to the school’s admin office. Jazak… 
 

ParentMail 
 
IA, from September, as part of our efforts to 
improve school-parent communication, we have 
purchased the ParentMail software, which 
connects schools and parents efficiently and 
reliably using modern technology making 
essential communications much simpler for 
everyone.  
 
It means minimal paper wastage, online payments, 
our own app (!), online parents evening manager, 
and many other features. 
 
Once we have the finer details, we will inform 
you of them to ensure a smooth transition.  
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A very British Eid Party! 
 
To celebrate Eid al-Fitr and 
British Values day, the whole school took 
part in a British Eid party on Friday 7th 
June. The children were involved in making 
bunting and making Eid treats, learning 
about British Values and having all-round 
fun! At Al-Ashraf Primary School, we are 
proud of our British heritage and we hold 
tight on to our British values of 
democracy, rule of law, individual liberty, 
and mutual respect, and see them 
absolutely compatible with out strong 
Islamic values. 
 

 

 

Bake Sale! 
 
Al-Ashraf Primary School’s 
Student Council held our very own 
bake sale on Tuesday 11 June. A 
huge number of parents and 
children donated cakes and bakes, 
helping us raise a massive £165 for 
the school. What an amazing effort 
MA! We thank all parents and 
pupils for their hard work and their 
efforts, especially the Student 
Council, who took out their own 
time to organise everything. Your 
selflessness is deeply appreciated. 
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Changes from September 2019 
 
At Al-Ashraf, our aim has always been to provide our children with 
the best possible start to life, by facilitating the best National 
Curriculum education combined with our Islamic morals and values, 
including teaching of the Holy Quran and Islamic Studies. This will 
never change, IA. 
 
Unfortunately, due to a few factors beyond our control, pupil 
numbers have decreased, which has meant that we have needed to 
restructure the school to keep it viable for the future. Thus, with 
your consultation and guidance, we opted for a mixed-classes model, 
as is regular practice in small schools around the country. We now 
have a smaller family, but a family nonetheless.  
 
To ensure we make a success of it, iA, we have taken on board the 
services of Gloucester-born and bred Mrs Hasina Varachia, who will 
guide us through this transitory period with her unique knowledge of 
being an Ofsted inspector, a Headteacher and an educational 
consultant. 
 
With every school change, big or small, there are bound to be 
questions and queries, which we will be happy to answer, IA. Please 
help us make a success of it by supporting our staff and helping us 
where you can. JK! 
 
The following teaching team have been confirmed for next year: 
 
Reception – Willow 
Mrs Parveen 
 
Years 1/2 – Elm 
Miss Timmins 
 
Years 3/4 – Cedar 
Dr Briggs 
 
Years 5/6 – Oak 
Miss Nanabawa 
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KS2 SATs Results 
 
Local averages will be released 
in early September, and 
individual school results will be 
released in December 
InshaAllah 
 
Alhamdulillah, as is clear, 
AAPS have again outshone 
their counterparts on a 
national level, which is 
especially satisfying because of 
the obvious uncertainties 
we've had this year and the 
disparity in budgets between 
AAPS and other schools. 
 
 

Subject National 
Average 

Al-
Ashraf 

Reading 73% 91% 

SPAG 78% 95% 

Writing 78% 83% 

Maths 79% 95% 

 

Tarbiyah Checklist 
 

As you are fully aware, the primary 
focus of our school is to develop 
the Islamic values we hold so dear 
in the hearts of our children, from 
a young age. With the help of our 
Islamic Studies department and 
with consultation from Ulama 
nationwide, we have developed a 
Tarbiyah checklist to track the 
progress of our children, so we can 
see how well they are implementing 
what they are learning in school. 
Please do make an effort to fill the 
forms in and encourage your 
children to bring to life the 
knowledge they have gained by 
practicing it daily, both in school 
and at home, especially during the 
summer holidays.  

We would like to thank all the 
students for their impressive 
efforts, their parents for 
providing the right 
encouragement, and of course all 
our staff, especially Miss 
Nanabawa and her team in Year 6 
who helped our children reach 
this stage. We are extremely proud 
of you! 
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Leavers 
 
Finally, I would like to wish all 
children who are leaving us at the 
end of this academic year all the 
very best on their journey. We 
know that they have all had a great 
start here at Al-Ashraf and know 
that they will go on to achieve 
great things in the future, IA.  
 

Bidding Farewell 
 
I would like to bid farewell to so 
many of our selfless and 
dedicated staffing team, who 
helped Al-Ashraf reach the 
heights we find ourselves at 
today. We thank them for their 
many contributions in making 
Al- Ashraf a special place to be. 
School will not be quite the 
same without them. We wish 
them the very best of luck for 
the future! 

- Miss Daniels 
- Miss Begum 
- Mrs Shameela Girach 
- Miss Zaheda Hansdot 
- Mariam Apa Ismail 
- Ml Zakariya Patel 
 

 

- Ml Zahir Choksi 
- Maheen Apa Khan 
- Juwairiyah Apa Patel 
- Mrs Ingy AbdelHamid      
-    Mrs Rashida Pandor 
-    Mrs Sabina Ali 
-    Mrs Sahfiya Patel 

     -    Sajida Apa Garda 
-    Miss Khadija Patel 
-    Miss Aishah Kadodia 

 

Please keep them in your duas for their unwavering support 
and commitment to our school. 
 

Reading over the summer 
 
As part of our ongoing efforts to improve the standards of 
education at Al-Ashraf, we’d love for the children to take up 
reading for joy in the summer. It will help them create a habit 
which will hold them in good stead for the coming academic year, 
Insha…  
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Staff Structure 
 
Staff structure for September is as follows: 
 
Reception – Miss Codd 
 
Year 1 – Mrs Dukandar 
 
Year 2 – Mrs Khan 
 
Year 3 – TBC 
 
Year 4 – Miss Patel 
 
Year 5 – Mrs Pandore & Mrs Khatun 
 
Year 6 -   Miss Nanabawa 

School Administrator Vacancy – 
18 hours 
 
We are seeking an enthusiastic, 
motivated Administrator to work 
closely with school and other 
administrative staff in supporting the 
daily activities of the School.  
If you are a good team player, with 
substantial knowledge and experience 
of working a busy school or similar 
environment and can demonstrate 
friendly efficient service, along with a 
good level of written and spoken 
English, please email your interest to 
deputyhead@al-ashraf.gloucs.sch.uk 
 

 

E-Safety #6 

10 Cyber Safety Tips for the Summer 

Children today effectively don’t experience days and nights. Instead, it’s time 
spent on the Internet and time spent on screens; that’s the new age am and 
pm for you! Summer time just opens the floodgates to babysitting by gadgets. 
Kids have more idle time and parents get lenient - its summer after all and let 
the kids enjoy! That is all fine and parents can lower their guards, but cyber 
threats never announce their arrivals nor do they take vacations. The ubiquity 
and multi-device access to internet just opens up a plethora of avenues for 
cyber security issues. 
Here’s a to-do-list of best practices for parents and caretakers to ensure that 
their children are safe online: 

1. Spell out expectations. Talk to the kids and treat them like adults. 
Share your expectations on the use of internet and provide an 
environment of trust. The children must be aware of the dangers online; 
and must also realise the faith that you place on them. Children are less 
likely to stray online when parents have an open dialogue regarding 
internet use. 

2. Be conscious of cyber-safety: Cyber-safety is a raging topic today, and 
everyone must open their eyes to it. Understand the need for cyber-
safety practices on all the internet-enabled devices at home. Educate 
yourself on parental control software that will help you stay on top of 
potential cyber threats. 

3. Be friends with your children online. The best way to be in touch with 
your children's online world is to follow them on social media. Children 
usually keep parents out of online social circles because it makes them 
uncomfortable. Parental trust and confidence will help shed this 
barrier; and once "friends" online caretakers will be in the know about 
all activities. Parents need to know what their children post online and 
what others (including adults) expose their children to.    

4. Live life offline too. Parents must provide a space that encourages 
quality time spent with the family. Life online is slowly taking over life 
offline, but human-to-human relationships will never be out of vogue. 
And underneath all that reticence, children yearn for parental love and 
attention; something that can't be replaced by social likes and shares 
and retweets. A recent survey showed that teens who had positive 
relationships with their parents were 20% less likely to seek unhealthy 
content online. Children must be shown there's more to life than the 
internet and gadgets. 

5. Embrace digital parental control. It's time parents kept up with the 
times! They must implement technologies to protect their children 
online. Learn what tools are available and what features each service 
offers. Internet and Mobile technologies are not going to wait for 

mailto:deputyhead@al-ashraf.gloucs.sch.uk


Page | 8 

 

8. Embrace digital parental control. It's time parents kept up with the 
times! They must implement technologies to protect their children 
online. Learn what tools are available and what features each service 
offers. Internet and Mobile technologies are not going to wait for 
anyone! 

9. Follow up on your kids' internet usage. Review, research and monitor 
your children's online visits. Browsing history reports, app 
monitoring, mobile management, and many other services are offered 
by monitoring software. Such services allow you to set time limits, 
block websites, get alerts etc. Children must know that they are being 
monitored; they will be free but within certain bounds of propriety. 

10. Report cyber bullying. Parents must talk to children about online 
predators and inform them of what could go wrong with digital 
relationships. Kids must be motivated to report cyber bullying. 
Children must beware of online bullying and must bring it to the 
attention of parents and guardians; even if it's happening to someone 
else! 

11. Have conversations over difficult topics. Unless children understand 
why parental controls are necessary, they will resist any such attempt. 
No one enjoys the prospect of being chaperoned 
online. Netsmartz guides parents in bringing up such "difficult" topics. 
The kids need to be onboard; parental controls should best not be 
done on the sly! 

12. All screens and no play makes kids fat and dull. Research has proved 
that computer games and digital activities don't actually boost brain 
activity as propounded by game enthusiasts. Make sure kids get some 
fresh air with sports and extra-curricular activities that will see them 
move away from computers and gadgets. Children nowadays face many 
health risks like sleep deprivation and obesity due to lack of physical 
exercise. 

13. Leverage the online media. The long hours spent on the internet could 
be diverted to websites and activities that will help children think and 
study and learn! The online world has a plethora of activities to keep 
your excited kids interested; it's up to parents to rise to the challenge 
of digital parenting. 

Summer breaks are meant to be enjoyed. Let's teach the kids to do it the 

right way! Let it be fun, let it be enjoyable, let it be productive and most of 

all let it be safe! 
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We would like to take this opportunity to thank all staff for their hard 
work this year and going the extra mile in providing the best education 
for our children. 
 
We would also like to thank all parents and carers for their support 
this year.  A great deal of what we do in school cannot be achieved 
without you and your co-operation and backing.  
 
Have a wonderful summer holiday and we look forward to seeing you 
all again on Wednesday 4th September! 
 
 

 
 

Staff will have teacher training day at the start of term on Friday 30th 
August, Monday 2nd and Tuesday 3rd September and children will return 
to school on Wednesday 4th September. Reception children have a 
separate arrangement as they will have a staggered start. 
 
Dates for your Diary 
 
Thursday 11th July – School closes for summer holidays 
Friday 12th July – Staff Inset Day 
 
Monday 2nd September – Staff Inset Day 
Tuesday 3rd September – Staff Inset Day 
Wednesday 4th September – School Re-opens! 
 
To help you navigate through the next academic year, we will be handing 
out a day-to-day events calendar outlining the events and special days we 
plan for September onwards, iA. 
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