
Fire Doors Safety Week    -  24th Sept 2019 – 30th Sept 2019 

What are Fire Doors? 

Fire doors hold back a fire for 30 mins before it burns through. 

We walk past dozens of fire doors every day without even noticing them. We don’t give 
them a second thought – at least, not until we need them. But fire doors are a critical 
element in preventing the spread of fire and smoke, and it should be everybody’s 
responsibility in a shared building to make sure that they are fit for purpose. 

The Grenfell Tower tragedy in June 2017 claimed the lives of 72 people and created untold 
trauma in the lives of many thousands more.  

It shocked London, the country and the world!   

Amongst cladding that was not fire proof, the doors that were supposed to be Fire doors 
inside the building did not hold fire back for 30 minutes when tested after the tragedy. 

Such an atrocity can never be allowed to happen again. The Grenfell fire must finally be 
the catalyst (something that happened which made everyone cry out for change) for the 
government, building owners, landlords and those involved in the fire and construction 
industries to come together and make buildings safe now. 

And what of the legacy of the Grenfell fire? It can only be that those same stakeholders 
ensure that they are implementing robust frameworks to new and existing buildings now, 
to ensure that they remain safe for generations to come.  

The Fire Door Safety Week message remains the same every year : fire doors save lives 
and property.  

Did you know that smoke can spread at a deadly speed?...as it is laden with toxins…  

As smoke travels much faster than fire, it will usually kill long before the actual fire does: 
in just a few seconds, it can fill a room.  

Disorientation, dizziness, unconsciousness – and then death – soon follow. 

However, a proper fire door that is fitted with all its fire and smoke seals and is closed 
tightly against its frame will, in most cases, delay the spread of fire and smoke long 
enough for the fire to be brought under control.  

It’s another powerful demonstration of the crucial importance of fire doors that save lives 
if properly fitted and maintained properly. 

 


