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Week Content coverage Learning outcomes Exemplar activities Exemplar materials and resources 

Term 1 

Week 

1&2 

Course introduction � Introduction and overview to small 
businesses. How and why are small 
businesses created? Overview of key 
features of small businesses and 
recognition that small businesses 
operate in all economic and 
geographical areas.  

� Overview of assessment structure of 
the course. 

� Students debate and discuss issues involved 
in spotting a business opportunity. 

� Students use different resources, including 
Internet research, to look at what businesses 
do. For example, they discuss what different 
businesses produce using photographs. 

� Students investigate a local small business. 
Produce a report explaining the nature of 
business, its resources, its customers, and 
evaluating why it might be successful. Collate 
class results and create a display of the local 
business environment. 

� See the Edexcel GCSE Business 
Studies Student Book Introduction to 
Small Business, Chapter 1. 

� ‘Introduction to Business Activity’ - 
local study of businesses within one 
mile radius of school.  Create a 
display and categorise the results. 

3&4 Topic 1.1 Enterprise 
and 
entrepreneurship 

1.1.1 The dynamic 
nature of business 

Why new business ideas come about: 
� Changes in technology. 
� Changes in what consumers want. 
� Products and services becoming 

obsolete. 
� How new business ideas come about: 

o Original ideas  
o Adapting existing 

products/services/ideas 

� Teacher distinguishes between ‘why’ and 
‘how’ new business ideas come about. 

� Teacher provides students with different 
examples of small businesses. 

� Why – student groups research local high 
street/town centre and collate types of 
businesses that exist. With the full list 
examples can be considered of new business 
ideas being created due to: (i) changes in 
technology; (ii) changes in what consumers 
want; (iii) products and services becoming 
obsolete.  

� How – examples of products that are original 
and those that are adapted from existing. 

� How – use Cambridge Satchel 
Company video 
(www.youtube.com/watch?v=MM4Hv
XaYTPY) as stimulus for a new 
business idea.  

� Review the Swoon Editions case 
study, available on the Pearson GCSE 
(9-1) Business webpage  

5&6 1.1.2 Risk and reward 

 

The impact of risk and reward on business 
activity: 

� Risk: business failure, financial loss, 
lack of security 

� Reward: business success, profit, 
independence 

� Introduce the idea of risk in a general sense – 
what does it mean for young people? 
Consider ‘risks’ they may face on a typical 
day… 

� Use a business example to introduce an 
entrepreneur – Cambridge Satchel Company. 
What risks does the owner of this business 
face? Encourage students to elicit the risks 
listed in the specification – business failure, 
financial loss, lack of security. 

� See the Edexcel GCSE Business 
Studies Student Book Introduction 
to Small Business, Chapter 11 
(p52). 

� Review the Swoon Editions case 
study, available on the Pearson 
GCSE (9-1) Business webpage . 

7&8 
 
 

1.1.3 The role of 
business enterprise 

The role of business enterprise and the 
purpose of business activity: 
� To produce goods or services. 
� To meet customer needs.  

� Students look at a case study in the Edexcel 
GCSE Business Studies Student Book 
Introduction to Small Business on a garage 

� See the Edexcel GCSE Business 
Studies Student Book Introduction 
to Small Business, Chapter 5 and 7. 
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Cross- curricular links 
Literacy: ensure good SPaG practice in all written pieces of work 
Maths: added value and profit calculations  
 
Differentiation 
Differentiated seating plan  
PowerPoint slides covering all content 
Short clips to illustrate main themes and to add depth to students’ knowledge 
Use of ‘no hands approach’ 
Starters and plenaries to introduce and consolidate ideas 
Range of revision resources available to students (Revision guides, flashcards, videos and exam-practice questions) 
Paired work and group activities 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Topic 1.1 Test & review  

 

� To add value: convenience, branding, 
quality, design, unique selling points.  

 
The role of entrepreneurship: 
� An entrepreneur: organises resources, 

makes business decisions, takes risks. 

to identify how a business adds value, 
whether it has a USP, and evaluate whether 
that USP will make the business successful. 

� In groups, students take three products, 
break them down into their component parts, 
and describe which raw materials were used 
and what other costs would have been 
incurred in their production. They discuss why 
consumers are prepared to pay the price for 
the product, and the main ways that the 
business adds value. 

� See Nuffield-BP Business and 
Economics case study ‘Vanish’ – 
p20. Dated, but still works well for 
the topic of added value. 

� See Nuffield-BP Business and 
Economics Activity – Chocoholics – 
p27-8. 

� Edexcel GCSE Business Studies 
Student Book Introduction to Small 
Business – Molnar Garage – p27.  
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Support for HA/LA and SEN 
 
HA: 
Extension activities 
Working more independently  
Challenge students to answer exam questions with fewer, well-developed reasons 
Work with LA students to consolidate learning and other HAs to challenge  
 
LA: 
One to one teacher support 
Paired and group work 
Responding to written feedback in purple pen 
Improving written answers 
 
SEN: 
Emphasis on recalling key terms and definitions 
Additional support with starter activities  
Help sheets given where necessary  
Teacher support 
PowerPoint slides projected and printed copy 
Additional time given for copying text/ answering questions and class tests if needed 
Highlighting most important pieces of information 
Reading aloud and peer work 
Correct spelling errors in purple pen 
  
 


