
Curriculum Intent: (Geography)  

Introduction: 

The new Education Inspection Framework (EIF 2019) includes an enhanced focus on curriculum. This is structured around three pillars: 

� Curriculum Intent  
� Curriculum Implementation 
� Curriculum impact  

Al-Ashraf Secondary School for Girls has reviewed its curriculum with a clear focus on addressing and meeting these new demands, keeping in mind that the school 
curriculum is not only the subjects on the timetable; it is the whole experience of education. The curriculum firmly underpins the school vision from which a culture and 
ethos is generated that supports all students within our school. We are committed to ensuring that spirituality & morality permeates all sections of the curriculum and that 
our curriculum is broad and balanced in order that the needs of all students are provided for whatever their gifts, talents or abilities. We aim to make provision for 
academic achievement and the spiritual, moral, social, cultural, mental, physical and creative development of our students, in addition to preparing them for the 
opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of later life. 

Purpose of Study

A high-quality geography education should inspire in pupils a curiosity and fascination about the world and its people that will remain with them for the rest of their lives. 
Teaching should equip pupils with knowledge about diverse places, people, resources and natural and human environments, together with a deep understanding of the 
Earth’s key physical and human processes. As pupils progress, their growing knowledge about the world should help them to deepen their understanding of the interaction 
between physical and human processes, and of the formation and use of landscapes and environments. Geographical knowledge, understanding and skills provide the 
frameworks and approaches that explain how the Earth’s features at different scales are shaped, interconnected and change over time.  

Aims 

The national curriculum for geography aims to ensure that all pupils:  

� develop contextual knowledge of the location of globally significant places – both terrestrial and marine – including their defining physical and human 
characteristics and how these provide a geographical context for understanding the actions of processes  

� understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human geographical features of the world, how these are interdependent and how they bring about 
spatial variation and change over time  



� are competent in the geographical skills needed to:  

o collect, analyse and communicate with a range of data gathered through experiences of fieldwork that deepen their understanding of geographical 
processes  

o interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including maps, diagrams, globes, aerial photographs and Geographical Information Systems (GIS)  

o communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including through maps, numerical and quantitative skills and writing at length. 

 

Subject Content: 

Key Stage 3 

Key stage 3 Pupils should consolidate and extend their knowledge of the world’s major countries and their physical and human features. They should understand how 
geographical processes interact to create distinctive human and physical landscapes that change over time. In doing so, they should become aware of increasingly complex 
geographical systems in the world around them. They should develop greater competence in using geographical knowledge, approaches and concepts [such as models and 
theories] and geographical skills in analysing and interpreting different data sources. In this way pupils will continue to enrich their locational knowledge and spatial and 
environmental understanding.  

Pupils should be taught to:   

Locational knowledge  

� extend their locational knowledge and deepen their spatial awareness of the world’s countries using maps of the world to focus on Africa, Russia, Asia (including 
China and India), and the Middle East, focusing on their environmental regions, including polar and hot deserts, key physical and human characteristics, countries 
and major cities  

Place Knowledge  

� understand geographical similarities, differences and links between places through the study of human and physical geography of a region within Africa, and of a 
region within Asia  

 

 



Human and physical geography  

� understand, through the use of detailed place-based exemplars at a variety of scales, the key processes in:  

o physical geography relating to: geological timescales and plate tectonics; rocks, weathering and soils; weather and climate, including the change in climate 
from the Ice Age to the present; and glaciation, hydrology and coasts  

o human geography relating to: population and urbanisation; international development; economic activity in the primary, secondary, tertiary and 
quaternary sectors; and the use of natural resources  

� understand how human and physical processes interact to influence, and change landscapes, environments and the climate; and how human activity relies on 
effective functioning of natural systems  

Geographical skills and fieldwork  

� build on their knowledge of globes, maps and atlases and apply and develop this knowledge routinely in the classroom and in the field  

� interpret Ordnance Survey maps in the classroom and the field, including using grid references and scale, topographical and other thematic mapping, and aerial and 
satellite photographs  

� use Geographical Information Systems (GIS) to view, analyse and interpret places and data  

� use fieldwork in contrasting locations to collect, analyse and draw conclusions from geographical data, using multiple sources of increasingly complex information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Curriculum Intent: Geography 

Our intent, at Al-Ashraf Secondary School, is for the curriculum to underline and promote the vitally important role that Geography plays in understanding how the world 
works in an increasingly globalised society and economy. Our curriculum will spark a lifelong curiosity and fascination about our planet.  It is the aim of the curriculum in 
Geography to ensure that our students will be in a strong position to make sense of the world around them and to make a difference in the ever-changing world, when they 
leave school. Geography at Al-Ashraf is a springboard  to aid our students in their journey to becoming well-rounded adults who can contribute positively in their local and 
global community. 

Our Geography curriculum has been designed to develop geographical knowledge and understanding about diverse places, people, resources and natural and human 
environments, together with a deep understanding of the Earth’s key physical and human processes, and of the formation and use of landscapes and environments. 
Geographical knowledge and skills are progressive and are sequenced to provide the framework and approaches to explain how the Earth’s features at different scales are 
shaped, interconnected and change over time.   We will also tackle difficult issues which will give the students the opportunity to discuss and debate social, moral, cultural 
and spiritual questions and also, help to enhance our student’s cultural capital. 

 



Curriculum Map 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YEAR  Autumn Term 1 Autumn Term 2 Spring Term 1 Spring Term 2 Summer Term 1 Summer Term 2 

7  

What is Geography?/ 
Map skills  

 

Weather and 
Climate 

 

River Flooding 

 

 

River Flooding  

 

Urbanisation 

 

Urbanisation 

8  

Weathering, Erosion and 
Coasts 

 

Economic activity 

 

Population 

 

India  

 

World Issues 

 

World Issues 

9  

Plate tectonics 

 

Environmental 
Regions 

 

Resources and the 
Environment 

 

China-the emerging 
nation 

 

International 
development 

 

International 
development 



 Topic Name Main Curriculum Focus Big Finish 

YE
AR

 7
 

What is Geography? /Map skills Explore what is meant by Geography 
and look at some of the ways we 
study the subject. Essential skills 
needed to study maps. 

� Explore another country 
� Exam 

 

Weather and Climate  Study of what influences our weather 
and how weather and climate vary 
across Britain. 

� Story of a raindrop 
� Exam 

River Flooding Study of the causes and effects of 
river flooding and how flooding can 
affect people 

� Causes and effects of flooding 
in Bangladesh  

� Exam 
Urbanisation  Study the location, growth and nature 

of settlements. Case study of the 
Gloucester Docks. 

� Report on how the use of the 
Gloucester Docks changed 
through time.  

� Exam 

YE
AR

 8
 

Weathering, Erosion and Coasts Study of the processes that shape 
landforms, with a focus on coastal 
environment, and threats to coastal 
populations 

� Rocky the Rock story 
� Exam 

Economic Activity Study of the various types of work 
people do and the factors that affect 
the location of different industries 

� Tourism brochure 
� Exam 

Population Study about people: where they live, 
how many there are and why they 
may move from one place to another 

� Report on China’s One Child 
Policy 

� Exam 
India  Study of the relief, climate, 

population, standards of living and 
quality of life in India 

� How developed is India 
enquiry 

� Exam 
World Issues Study of the major problems facing 

our world today, such as global 
warming, energy usage, food supply, 

� Exam 



 

water shortage and poverty 

YE
AR

 9
 

Plate Tectonics Study of plate tectonics, their 
movements and how volcanoes, 
earthquakes and tsunamis are formed 

� Report on a volcano or 
earthquake 

� Exam 
Environmental Regions Study of the ecosystems, focusing on 

rainforest and deserts 
� Create an animal adapted to a 

rainforest 

� Exam 

Resources and the Environment Study of how the environment may be 
damaged by the misuse of resources 
and how it may be protected by 
careful management 

� Letter to local newspaper 
convincing readers to save an 
endangered animal 

� Exam 

China-the emerging nation Study of China’s physical features, 
population characteristics, rural and 
urban life, rapid change and 
interdependence and development 

� How developed is China 
Enquiry 

� Exam 

International Development Study of the effects of population 
growth, jobs and trade on 
development and the benefits and 
problems of giving aid 

� Exam 


