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TOPIC AIMS & OBJECTIVES SMSC 

Surah Hujurat & 
Islamic social 
etiquette 

The goal of this Surah (chapter) is to elucidate upon a series of 
practical commandments of Akhlaq (Ethics and Morality) and 
social interaction which (if put into practice), would lead to a 
happy life and foster peaceful social & community relations. 
These, in turn, would create and cultivate a pure society that is 
far removed from all sorts of negative moral traits. 
 
This Surah (chapter) depicts a pure and uncontaminated 
society in which not only the tongue and ears of the 
individuals, rather even their thoughts and reflections, are not 
given complete free reign - free to say whatever they want to 
say, hear whatever they want to hear, or do whatever they 
wish to do in relation to other people. 
 

Spirituality is promoted through key 
ideas relating to social etiquette based 
on divine revelation. Human intellect 
requires divine revelation for perfection 
and guidance. God-consciousness 
(Taqwa) and fear of accountability 
before Allah is vital for responsible social 
conduct. 
 
Moral & Social  
The Surah (chapter) accentuates the 
qualities of equality and togetherness in 
establishing peace and happiness within 
a society and everyday living. In 
contrast, strict prohibitions have been 
enforced in relation to ridicule, 
conjecture, invasion of privacy, hurling 
insults, vilifying & defamation etc. 
 
Cultural 
In this Surah, the issue of racial 
superiority has also been abolished and 
the sole criteria of superiority is 
explored i.e. one’s merit, piety and 
abstinence from Allah (SWT) has been 
prescribed as unlawful. 

Verse 1-3 Students should be able to evaluate and explain: 
� the incident pertaining to the delegation of Banu Tamim 
� the rulings pertaining to proceeding before Prophet (S): 

1. Verbal           2. Physical 
� the severity of raising voices in the presence of the 

Prophet (S) 
� the importance of respecting the Ulama (scholars), 

teachers & elders 
 

Verse 4-5 Students should be able to: 
� Describe the rooms of the Prophet (S)’s wives 
� understand the importance of observing correct 

etiquette 
� explain the practical advice given in the verse 

 
Verse 6-8 Students should be able to evaluate and explain: 

� the context behind the revelation of the verses 
� the importance of authenticating news to avoid causing 

harm 
� restraining from subjecting the truth to whims and 

opinions 
� the method of resolving disputes 

 
Verse 9-10 Students should be able to evaluate and explain: 

� the importance of making peace between conflicting 
groups of people 

� the criteria for reconciling 
 

Verse 11-12 Students should be able to evaluate and explain the harmful 
consequences of: 
� ridicule 
� defamation 
� insults 
� suspicion/mistrust 
� prying/interfering 
� character assassination 

 


