Elm Class Parents
Information
Afternoon

Welcome & Introduction
Welcome back to the new school year. We trust that your summer break has been
restful, joyful, and full of adventures with your children, extended families and friends.
We would like to welcome you and your child to the beginning of a busy and exciting
school year at Al-Ashraf. We hope you will find the following information useful in
explaining some of the procedures for Elm Class children.
Class Teacher: Miss K Timmins
Teaching Assistants: Mrs H Bham
Islamic Studies staff: Habibah Apa and Maariyah Apa
As you know, communication is the key to a great parent-teacher relationship and it is
vital to your child’s success in school. We encourage you to contact us if you have any
questions or concerns at any time. Please note that we will respond to messages
during working hours. You can send us a message via ClassDojo, speak to us at the end
of the school day or contact us via the school office. We will also do our part by
keeping you updated through Class Dojo you on what we have been doing in class as
well as things that are up coming. For individual concerns, we will contact you by
phone, speak to you at pick-up time or arrange a meeting

Uniform
Please ensure
children have the
correct uniform on.
The list can also be
found on the
website, under key
information:
https://alashraf.org.uk/prima
ry/

Behaviour Expectations
At Al-Ashraf Primary, we believe that every pupil has a right to have their educational and
spiritual needs developed to their full potential in a warm, safe, caring, and stimulating
environment. The ethos of Al-Ashraf Primary revolves around the faith of Islam; and pupils, staff
and parents are expected to reflect that fact in their behaviour at all times. We endeavour to
develop their religious, moral, and social values and integrate a solid Islamic criterion to promote
discipline, behaviour, excellent personal manners and mutual respect for all. In the words of
Prophet Mohammed (PBUH):
“The best of you is the best among you in conduct.” (Al- Bukhari)
School behaviour rules have been established to ensure good behaviour is instilled inside and
outside the classroom. The pupils following these rules are rewarded house points based on our
school values AKHLAQ. This scheme has been introduced to encourage pupils to exhibit good
manners and behaviours.
Our school values are:
 Appreciation – I APPRECIATE all my blessings, big or small
 Kindness – Allah is Kind and loves Kindness, so I am KIND
 Honesty – I am always HONEST because Honesty leads me to good
 Love – I LOVE everybody, Allah, my Prophet (saw), my parents, teachers & classmates
 Ambition – I have high AMBITIONS; I aim high and try my best
 Quality – Everything that I do has to be of the best QUALITY

Behaviour strategies
Rewards

Sanctions

 Verbal praise
 Star of the week

¾ Restorative conversation
¾ Time out

 House points
 Dojo points added
 Always club
 Message/ call home

¾
¾
¾
¾

Dojo points removed
Sent out of the class
Given verbal warning
Sent to SLT

Handwriting
Handwriting is practised in short sessions during the school day so that
children are taught correct letter formation and joining. Children should have
a neat legible, joined style of writing by the end of year 2.
Based on yearly Writing objectives set by the DfE, unless the children write in
a joined, legible and fluent style, they cannot be awarded ‘working at
expected standard’.
Children are encouraged to apply this to all their writing in school as well as
their homework. Below is the letter formation that we follow in Al-Ashraf
Primary School. Note that every letter begins on the same line

Spellings
https://al-ashraf.org.uk/primary/elm.php

The spellings for Elm Class can be found on the website under curriculum.
There are Y1 and Y2 spellings as they are different. Every Friday the children
will be tested on these spellings but we will also be looking for these words to
be correctly spelt in their writing.

PE
In Elm Class PE will be on Wednesday.

For that day, children should arrive in school with their PE kits on. This will be the
school-wide approach, even post-covid. Please ensure that children have the correct
uniform on for PE.

All jewellery should be removed for any physical activities including PE/games lessons;
specifically, earrings must be removed (not covered with tape) to avoid risk of accident
and injury. Please ensure stud earring are removed on the days your child has PE, staff
will NOT remove or replace earrings. Children must remove themselves or they should
be removed before coming to school.

Islamic Studies + Tajwid
Islamic Studies and Tajwid classes take place at 11:30 am – 12:30 every morning,
Individual class teachers will choose which of Islamic Studies or Tajwid is taught first
- Mon – Thurs: The hour will be split evenly between Islamic Studies and Tajweed. Our
focus is not to complete the Quran at the expense of Tajweed.
- Friday: The hour will be spent focusing on testing memorized kalimas, du’as and
surahs
- Each class consists of a Teacher and TA – both have been trained to teach the
relevant subjects and manage classroom behaviour
- The adults in the class will each have a group for Tajweed
Your Islamic Studies teacher is Habibah Apa
Your Islamic Studies TA is Maariyah Apa
Our expectations at home
- All pupils complete their weekly homework on time
- All pupils recite their daily Tajweed sabaq at home until they know it fluently (5x per
week) – we will be sending home Quran reading cards for parents to complete
- Parents help children bring the classroom teachings to life during their home life

Islamic Studies syllabus
• The Islamic Studies syllabus covers the following topics based on the An-Nasiha
curriculum, although teachers prepare bespoke lessons
• Aqidah
• Fiqh (Hanafi)
• Hadith
• Sirah
• Tarikh
• Adab
• Akhlaq
• At times, the teacher may set homework which will require completion on the set
date. Children will be assessed based on their homework, their classwork, and end of
term assessments, which take place three times per year
• There will be Parent’s Consultations held at different points throughout the year.
We will keep you updated on the exact dates as the time approaches.

Our Tajwid syllabus
Below we have outlined the end-of-year expectations for each class, for tajwid

Homework
Where will it be set?
The weekly homework will be set through ClassDojo. Please ensure that you
check this app on homework days. Children will use different websites to
complete their homework (TTRockstars, maths.co.uk) as well as sometimes
being asked to do written homework. Please ensure that login details are
written down securely.
When will homework be set and when will it be due in?
Homework will be set on Friday and due in on Wednesday.
How will the homework be marked?
If the homework is set online, then it will be automatically marked. Teachers
will check whether homework has been completed and will be able to check
students’ scores.

Homework
What type of work will my child get?
Your child will receive homework on maths.co.uk weekly, which will consist of
10-25 questions related to what the have been learning about that week. In
addition, they will receive a short English task. Some weeks, the children will
only receive a task related to their learning in Geography, History or Science.
We expect every child to read a minimum of three times a week, which
should be detailed and signed by the parent/ guardian. Children will also be
tested on their stage book at least once every two weeks by an adult in the
class. Your child has a reading diary for you to sign to say that they have read.
This is how we check their weekly reading and provide feedback on their
reading.
How much time should be spent on homework?
Reception – up to 10 mins per week
Years 1 and 2 –up to 15 mins per week
Years 3 and 4 –up to 20 mins per week
Years 5 and 6 – up to 30 mins per week

Additional work to do at home
English
Reading:
Reading should be a staple part of a child’s home life. We encourage every child to
read at home regularly.
Reading can include a range of types of texts and media – not just their reading book.
This could be, for example, books at home, 25B books, comics, magazines, reading on
tablets and Kindles.
Handwriting:
Please ensure your child is practicing their cursive handwriting.

Additional work to do at home
Maths:
Children are encouraged to consistently practice key mathematic
skills such as their times tables and number bonds/ mental
addition and subtraction. The following websites can help with
this:

Maths.co.uk
TT Rockstars (app or web browser)
If your child requires more of a challenge, then these problemsolving sites should support them:

Assessments
(national and school based)
School Assessments
The school carries out a minimum of 3 formal assessments on
children’s learning in Maths (arithmetic and reasoning) and English
(spelling, punctuation and grammar and reading). In class, teachers
are continuously assessing children’s learning. Both, formal and
informal, assessments will be used to inform your child's level relative
to the yearly objectives of their respective subjects.
Below are the levels your child will be assessed against:
• Working below the expected level of attainment (WBYG)
• Working towards the expected level of attainment (WT)
• Working at the expected level of attainment for his/her age (WA)
• Working beyond the expected level of attainment (at greater
depth) (WGD)

Assessments
(national and school based)
National Assessments
In Year 1 and 2, children will be sitting the Phonics Screening Check
assessments. These will take place in June, we will inform you
once the date is confirmed.

In Year 2 children will be sitting the SATs assessments. These will
take place in May, we will inform you once the date is confirmed.

Additional reminders
This year we will be starting a show and tell session every Friday.
Show and tell will allow the children to bring in something from
home to show the class as well as allowing them to talk to their
peers about their item. I will be setting up a schedule and will
inform you when it is your child’s turn to bring something into
school.
Please be aware it will be your child’s responsibly to look after
what they bring to school and we will not be held accountable
for loss or damages.

