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1. INTRODUCTION 

At Al-Ashraf Primary School we aim to provide high quality education in a safe, secure, inspiring and 
harmonious Islamic atmosphere, where every pupil feels valued, cared and esteemed. We aspire and ensure 
we deeply care for your child/children and nurture their delicate personalities. 

Through a positive homework policy, we aim to encourage a successful partnership between school, parents 
and pupils, and support learning so that each child achieves success. 

2. AIMS 

Through this policy we aim to: 

� Ensure that parents are clear about what their child is expected to do. 
� Ensure consistency of approach throughout the school. 
� To use homework as a tool to help continue to raise standards of attainment. 
� Improve the quality of the learning experience offered to pupils and to extend it beyond the 

classroom environment. 
� Provide opportunities for parents, children and the school to work together in partnership in relation 

to children’s learning. 
� Encourage pupils and their parents to share and enjoy learning experiences. 
� Reinforce work covered in class by providing further opportunities for individual learning. 
� To practise or consolidate basic skills and knowledge, especially in Maths and English. 
� Encourage children to develop the responsibility, confidence and self-discipline needed to study 

independently. 
� To prepare Year 6 pupils for the transfer to secondary school. 

3. GENERAL PRINCIPLES 

It should be noted that homework can be set in many different forms with many different expectations and 
outcomes. It is important to remember that when expecting and setting homework there are a number of 
points to consider: 

� The nature and type of homework changes throughout a pupil’s school career. 
� Amount and frequency of homework should increase as a pupil gets older, but this may also vary 

through the school year and be appropriate to the ability of the child.  
� Homework should not cause undue stress on the pupil, family or the teacher.  
� Parents will be notified of the homework that is due through ClassDojo. 
� It will not necessarily come in the form of a written task, many tasks will involve online platforms, 

such as EdShed, maths.co.uk and TTRockstars.   
� If children are absent due to illness, we will not send homework home. We would assume the child 

was too ill to work.  
� If a child is absent for a length of time e.g. with a broken leg, the teacher and the parent will agree 

what should be done, how it should be marked and what sort of help needs to be given. In such 
circumstances the teacher should consult the Head Teacher first. 

� Parents/Carers who have queries about homework should not hesitate to make an appointment to 
see their child’s class teacher. 

� If a child consistently fails to complete and return tasks, this is discussed with the child and their 
parents. 

� We can provide support, time and space in school for children to complete homework if they are 
unable to complete these activities at home. We are happy to discuss this provision with you. 



 
 

4. TIME ALLOCATIONS 

Homework should never be too onerous, nor should it ever create stress within the pupil’s family. If parents 
have any concerns, they should not hesitate to contact the school. Normally, more than one day will be 
allowed for the completion of a homework task, except where daily practice is to be encouraged e.g. reading, 
spelling and times tables.  

We recommend the following times allocations for homework: 

� Reception – up to 10 mins per week 
� Years 1 and 2 –up to 15 mins per week 
� Years 3 and 4 –up to 20 mins per week 
� Years 5 and 6 – up to 30 mins per week 

We do not specify amounts of time that must be spent on a task, preferring individual children and families 
to set their own routines. Individual teachers are happy to give advice. 

We hope the children are motivated by positive incentives and by the tasks themselves. If parents wish to 
further challenge their children at home, a range of resources can be used e.g. CGP books. Please speak to 
your child’s class teacher for recommendations. 

5. PER YEAR GROUP 

5.1 Reception (Willow) 

This may include: 

� Phonics homework will be given regularly 
� Any other subject will be given weekly, to be handed in the following week in time for the next lesson 
� These activities could be suggestions for families to complete together or specific tasks linked to 

current learning: 
1. Reading books and key words 
2. Counting up and down stairs, number of jumps, number of tins etc. etc. 
3. Reciting nursery and counting rhymes. 
4. Identification of shapes in the environment. 
5. Fastening and unfastening buttons and zips and tying shoelaces – getting dressed and undressed 

etc. etc 

5.2 Years 1/2 (Elm) 

This may include: 

� Children should read at home daily, or at least 3 times a week, which should be signed by parents; 
� Children in year 2 will also be expected to learn their times tables where appropriate. 
� Reading books and key words 
� Learning spellings 
� Learning number facts 
� English activities 
� Maths activities 
� Real life Maths related problems e.g. shopping, car, bus and house numbers, use of T.V. remote 

control. 

 



 
 

5.3 Year 3/4 (Cedar) 

This may include: 

� Reading 
� Spellings 
� Literacy activities 
� Numeracy activities 
� Handwriting practise 
� Times table practice  

5.4 Years 5/6 (Oak) 

This may include: 

� Reading 
� Learning spellings 
� ‘Talk Homework’ that involves discussing the focus for a future piece of writing 
� Handwriting practise 
� Reading comprehension activities 
� Planning pieces of writing 
� Planning presentations 
� Researching topics 
� Learning Times Tables 
� Learning number facts and number bonds 
� Practising calculation strategies learned in class 

6. GENERAL EXPECTATIONS 

6.1 Reading 

� Reading should be a staple part of a child’s home life. We expect every child to read a minimum of 
three times a week, which should be detailed and signed by the parent/ guardian.  

� Children, even when they can read fluently, will benefit from reading aloud daily to an interested 
parent. It is also important that children are asked to summarise their reading and challenged to 
questions about what they have read (referring to the text for answers and proof) as well as 
encouraging children to predict what will happen next. 

� Reading can include a range of types of texts and media – not just their reading book.  This could be, 
for example, books at home, 25B books, comics, magazines, reading on tablets and Kindles.  Your 
child has a reading diary for you to sign to say that they have read. This is how we check their weekly 
reading. 

� In Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1, children will also bring home sight words and phonic tasks to 
develop their decoding skills and sight vocabulary. 

6.2 Spelling 

� Spellings for each year group will be sent home at the start of each school term. Children are 
expected to learn these at home on a rolling cycle.   

� Teachers will assess spelling through daily application in their writing across all their work. 
� Children will be expected to do more than rote-learn; they will be required to recognise definitions 

of the words and expected to spell them correctly. 



 
 

6.3 Islamic Studies 

� Quran: Children will be expected to recite their daily new portion of the Quran/ Qaidah at home, a 
minimum of ten times. Parents should ensure children are not repeating past mistakes, and that 
there is a clear focus on tajwid and fluency. 

� Islamic Studies: Islamic studies work will be sent home at least once every two weeks, which gives 
parents the opportunity to monitor their child’s progress and support their learning. 

� Most importantly, parents are reminded to embed the Islamic teachings delivered in the school at 
home. Children are easily influenced by their environments, so we hope that parents work in 
collaboration with the school to ensure their child receives the best forms of tarbiyah both in school 
and at home. 

� To aid with the tarbiyah of our children, we have given each child a ‘Tarbiyah Checklist’ which outlines 
certain daily tasks they should be completing, both in school and at home. 

7. OUR EXPECTATIONS 

We encourage children to: 

� Make their parents aware of any homework given by the teacher. 
� Ask for help if it is needed. 
� Complete homework to the best of their ability and maintain the same standards of presentation 

expected in the classroom. 
� Ensure that homework is handed in on time if a deadline is given by the teacher. 

We encourage parents to: 

� Show a positive interest in homework; talk and ask questions. 
� Help and support but encourage independent thinking. Please do not complete the child’s 

homework for them. It will only serve to stunt your child’s educational growth. 
� Ensure children have the time and space to complete homework. 
� Praise children for their efforts. 
� Giving due importance to non-written tasks such as reading and assisting in the learning of tables 

and weekly spellings. 
� Keeping the staff informed of any changes in the child’s circumstances, which may affect their 

learning. 

At Al-Ashraf Primary School we are very keen for parents to support and help their children with homework. 
We take the view that children are likely to get more out of an activity if parents get involved as long as they 
do not take over too much. However, there are times when we will want to see what children can do on their 
own. It is particularly important, as they get older, for children to become increasingly independent in their 
learning. If a parent is unsure about what their role should be, they should discuss it with their child's teacher. 

Teachers will: 

� Explain the homework task and the learning purpose clearly. 
� Set work at the appropriate level. 
� Set deadlines if appropriate. 
� Try to mark any homework that is returned by pupils. This will help to give the whole process of 

setting and completing homework a higher profile and status. It will also send out the message that 
homework is an important and valued aspect of school life. Marking homework is a way of keeping 
track of who has completed their homework and giving them feedback on how well they have met 
the objectives of the work. However, marking may be done in a variety of forms, some of which will 
not be written. Feedback may be given to individual pupils, or to groups of pupils. 



 
 

8. SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS 

Setting the right type and amount of homework for children with special educational needs is not always 
easy.  Some children may benefit from special tasks separate from the homework set for other children in 
the class.  On the other hand, it is important that they should do as much in common with other children as 
possible.   We will aim to set appropriate homework, which does not demand too much or too little of SEN 
pupils. Tasks should: 

� Have a very clear focus and time-guideline 
� Give plenty of opportunities for pupils to succeed 
� Help develop social as well as other skills where necessary 
� Be varied – and not purely written assignments 
� Be manageable for teachers. 

9. VALUABLE HOME PRACTICES 

Involve your child in domestic activities: - 

� Cooking has lots of language, maths and science potential 
� Laying the table has maths potential – patterns, numbers, sets, “next to”, “left”, “right”, comparisons 

of sizes of plates etc. 
� Going shopping – handling and counting money, sorting items in the trolley, dealing with change, 

discounts, special offers, let your child write the shopping list, read it to you in the shop etc. 
� Washing – how do the clothes get clean and dry? Sort out the socks – matching pairs etc. 
� Playing with water – filling containers, guessing how many of one container fills another. 
� Visit the library on a regular basis and let your child join.  Reading together at bedtime, discussing 

pictures, taking turns to read.  Let your child see you reading for pleasure and information.  
� Teach your child nursery rhymes, poems and Islamic songs. 
� Provide paper, pencils/crayons to draw or write with.  Any early “scribbles” are the beginning of 

writing and should be encouraged.  Encourage your child to keep a diary for a short while, write 
letters, cards, etc.  Maybe thank you letters after Eid presents! 

� Help your child make a scrap book of places visited. 
� After you have watched something as a family, talk about it. Also encourage your child to summarise 

what they have watched. 
� Join in their imaginative games, role play, provide a dressing up box and an old blanket or sheet. 
� Play with your child using construction toys such as Lego, Duplo and train sets. 
� Do jigsaw puzzles – have you tried a 3D one? 
� Visit the park, play with bats, balls, skipping ropes and hoops. 
� Play with board games e.g. draughts, snakes and ladders, Monopoly, Scrabble, chess, cards, etc. 
� Telling the time and timing activities. 
� When travelling – encourage your child to be involved in duas, then reading the timetables and 

discussing time until departure, length of travel etc. 
� There are also a wide variety of educational Apps available for children. 

Most Importantly – HAVE FUN! – It is all Educational. 

10. VERSION HISTORY 

Issue Date Version Number Approved By 

22/11/2019 1.0 Head Teacher, Deputy Head 
Governing Body 

3/11/2021 2.0 Head of T+L and Head teacher 



 
 
 


