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Al-Ashraf Primary School 
     

Newsletter Term 5 – May 2017 
 

Dear Parents,  
Alham……., we have reached the end of Term 5 which has been 
brimming with exciting events 

Ramadhan Arrangements 
 
As you are aware, school will be starting at 10.30am 
during Ramadhan. Please note the timings below:  
School doors will open - 10.20am- 10.30am.  

This timetable will begin on Monday 5th June. 
KS1 Lunch – 12.30 – 1.30 pm 
KS2 Lunch – 1.00 – 2.00 pm (Years 3 and 4 only) 
Upper KS2 Lunch – 1.30 – 2.00 pm 
Quran Recitation – 1-1.30 pm (Years 5 and 6 only) 
School finish – 3.30 pm 

A supervisory club 9am – 10.30am (for those     
children whose parents both work and are unable to 
make alternative arrangements)  
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E-Safety 
 
We all know that online safety is very important but 
it is sometimes difficult to know how to keep our 
children safe.  At Al-Ashraf Primary school, we 
take E-Safety very seriously and are working with 
E-safety advisors to ensure staff, students and 
parents are aware of all the issues and how to 
address any concerns.  
To achieve this, parents will have an opportunity to 
attend E-Safety sessions which will be held at the 
end of class assemblies. 
 

After School Science Club 

The science club has been a great success and 
is being well received by pupils and parents. 

Children get hands-on experience with science 
in the most imaginative and stimulating ways 
possible. 

During the after-school programmes, children 
watch spectacular demonstrations, participate 
in enquiry-based discussions and take home 
things that they have made themselves like 
model rockets, periscopes, Mad Science slime 
and more! 

The one-hour science programmes are themed 
around a particular area of science and include 
very many and varied topics such as electricity, 
optics, space, the weather, machines and many 
more. 
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Handwriting Policy 

The Governing Body has approved our new 
handwriting policy which is now available to 
view on the school website or via the link 
below:  

http://primary.al-
ashraf.org.uk/policies/HandwritingPolicy.pdf 

At Al-Ashraf we are working very hard to 
improve handwriting skills and presentation 
of work. In order to achieve this, we are 
teaching a joined style script as soon as 
children are able. This will help children to 
develop letter formation and produce a neat, 
cursive script from an earlier stage.  
 
Parent’s Evening 

Thank you for attending our Parent /Teacher 
meetings on 4th May, The new format for the 
evening was very well received by parents this 
year and I am pleased to say that we had very 
positive feedback and comments. I would like 
to take this opportunity to thank the student 
councillors for their enthusiasm in helping to 
direct parents around the school. 

 

 

Fidget Spinners 
 
Please note our school’s policy on Fidget 
Spinners - children are permitted to play with 
these during lunch times and break times only. 
If they are seen during class or madrasah 
times, they will be confiscated. 
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Fees 
 
Following a meeting of Al-Madani Educational 
Trust on 18th May 2017, the agreed fees for 2017/18 
are as follows: 
Year 
Group  

2016- 17 fees 2017-18 fees Difference 

Reception  £800 £875 £75 

Year 1  £1000 £1075 £75 

Year 2  £1050 £1125 £75 

Year 3  £1100 £1175 £75 

Year 4  £1150 £1225 £75 

Year 5  £1150 £1225 £75 

Year 6  £1150 £1225 £75 

  
Please note: There will not be a discount on this 
£75 for the second and third children. 
 
 

Car Parking 

Finally, a polite reminder that there should be no 
parking AT ALL in front of the school gates AT 
ANY TIME please. The school entrance and exit 
must have clear access at all times – for visitors, for 
staff, for deliveries and most importantly for 
emergency police and ambulance access. 
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Upcoming Events  

School Re-opens (Ramadhan Timetable) - Monday 5th June  

Reception Inset Day - Monday 5th June 

Eid-ul-Fitr Holidays - Wednesday 21st – Tuesday 27th June   

Sports Day – Tuesday 4th July 

Reception Assembly – Wednesday 5th July 

Year 6 Assembly – Friday 7th July 

Year 6 Residential – Monday 10th July – Wednesday 12th July 

Reception, Year 1, 2 and 3 School Trip – Tuesday 11th July 

Year 4 and 5 School Trip – Wednesday 12th July 

Prize Giving Assembly – Thursday 13th July 

Last Day of School Year – Friday 14th July 

 

Last Working day of the academic year – Friday 14th July 

 

 

I thank you all for your continued support and cooperation and wish 
you all a peaceful and blessed Ramadhan. 
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E-Safety #5 
Entertainment for families no longer means sitting in front of the television, watching 
appropriate programming at set times in the day. Now, there are multiple ways to watch your 
favourite shows, including online. And one of the most popular ways is through YouTube. 

YouTube has become synonymous with online video, even though it is far from the only host of 
clips. It is now not only where we go to watch footage of cats playing the piano or the latest 
pop videos, but a valuable resource of entertainment for children. 

There’s only one issue though, with so much content available – much of which you don’t want 
your younger children to see – how do you find the correct channels and shows. And how do 
you ensure your children are safe while watching them? We’ve put together some guidelines and 
tips on how to ensure your kids enjoy YouTube content in the safest way possible. 
Getting started with YouTube 

 

It’s important to have a shared family account for YouTube so that you can easily track what 
videos are being watched and suggested. You can then turn the Safety Mode on via the Safety 
button at the bottom of the YouTube page. You can also click the Lock Safety Mode option to 
avoid it being turned off. 
Responsible video creators on YouTube can flag their content as only appropriate to certain 
ages. This will restrict access to the video if your account settings indicate you are not old 
enough. It’s worth noting though that, at the time of writing, these restrictions are not applied 
when you are viewing a video that is embedded on a third-party web page or elsewhere. In that 
context anyone can watch the video, so be aware of where your child is accessing the content. 

Know your YouTube channels 
An approach that has been successful in our houses has been to restrict our children to 
watching certain YouTube channels. If they want to start watching a new one we watch some 
videos ourselves first to vet the content.  

Recognised brands are useful here as they carry with them more rigorous standards in terms of 
appropriateness — although at the same time can be more commercial. DreamWorks TV, 
Mother Goose Club, Talking Tom and Friends, Jim Henson TV, Reading Rainbow, National 
Geographic Kids, and Thomas the Tank Engine are good examples. Then there are other now 
well-known independent YouTubers like Vlogbrothers and Stampylonghead. It’s important to not 
only check out recent videos but also browse the channel’s back catalogue. Even now 
mainstream YouTubers like Stampylonghead retain videos in their back catalogue with swearing. 
These older videos will often be suggested by YouTube for young viewers to watch next if they 
are already watching the channel.  Subscribing to channels that you feel comfortable with then 
creates a feed of safe videos for your children to browse and watch in the My Subscriptions 
area of YouTube in the web or app platform. 

 

https://support.google.com/youtube/answer/174084?hl=en
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Third-party apps for safer YouTube viewing 
There are also a range of apps that provide carefully checked lists of videos that are safe for 
children of different ages. Some of these include; Kid-safe Tube TV, Kids Video Player for 
YouTube, YouTube Videos for Kids, Playlist for YouTube and the list goes on. 

However, be aware that these apps and services vary in quality. A more comprehensive and 
usable solution is the YouTube Kids app. This not only offers better search of safe videos but 
strong parental controls to limit viewing time too. It also groups content together into more 
traditional channels like Shows, Music, Learning and Exploring. 

Currently this is only available in the US, although a UK release is promised shortly [This has 
now been released in the UK. -Ed]. 

Further protections against YouTube content 
If you want some extra protection you can use web filtering software such as Symantec’s 
Norton Family Premier (for Windows and Android) or McAfee Security’s Safe Eyes (for 
Windows and Mac). These are an extra way of ensuring your children don’t come across 
content that is unsuitable. 

Common sense media 
While these suggestions will you manage good content on YouTube for your children, there is 
no substitute for watching and enjoying these shows together. One of our children, a seven 
year-old, was on cloud nine when we suggested we spend half an hour watching Stampy the 
other day — he enjoyed sharing it with us and we learned a few interesting things about 
Minecraft. 

Another simple and positive step is to keep YouTube screens out of bedrooms and in shared 
family spaces. It can be a juggle to accommodate this activity downstairs but it not only 
eliminates any secretive viewing but also creates a context for children to discuss and 
question content they don’t understand. 

By sharing the highs and lows of YouTube viewing, you and your children can build both 
understanding and trust. The settings and tools here provide a framework to ensure that 
continues and helps avoid some of the unexpected pitfalls. On balance though we’re happy 
that YouTube is a part of our children’s viewing habits. 

[Source: https://www.internetmatters.org/hub/guidance/youtube-tips-and-tricks-to-keep-your-
children-entertained-and-safe/] 

 

https://www.internetmatters.org/hub/guidance/youtube-tips-and-tricks-to-keep-your-children-entertained-and-safe/
https://www.internetmatters.org/hub/guidance/youtube-tips-and-tricks-to-keep-your-children-entertained-and-safe/
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