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Al-Ashraf Primary
School and Nursery

"Firm roots, Branches in the sky"



HEADTEACHER'S
WELCOME

Assalamu alaykum wrwb

On behalf of myself,  the Staff and the Governors, I  would l ike to welcome you to Al-
Ashraf Primary School.  By the wil l  of Allah (SWT), Al-Ashraf Primary School started
as a community project in 2006 with 25 children and Alhamduli l lah through the
community's support,  has now grown into a ful ly-fledged Primary school.  Located in
the centre of Gloucester,  our vibrant and inclusive Islamic School and Nursery is at
the heart of the local community.    
 
Our dedicated and talented team of staff are passionate about providing a broad and
deep curriculum, to ensure every child can reach their highest potential ,  both
Islamically and academically.
 
At Al-Ashraf,  we pride ourselves on maintaining a happy and welcoming atmosphere
for al l  of our pupils,  parents and visitors.  Visitors often comment on the ethos of the
school and on how industrious and hardworking the pupils are! 

Al-Ashraf has established a name for itself for providing high quality education in a
safe, secure, inspiring and harmonious Islamic atmosphere. Our aim is to build firm
foundations, nurture your child’s delicate personality,  make every pupil  feel valued
and cared for,  and ensure each child reaches their potential .

We look to insti l  in our pupils,  Islamic values, good manners, confidence and a sense
of duty and purpose towards the world. We believe this wil l  help them excel
spiritually and academically and make positive contributions to society.

This booklet can only reflect some of the ethos of the school and we encourage you
to take the opportunity of visit ing the school to experience for yourself l ife at Al-
Ashraf - it  would be our pleasure to show you around our fabulous school.
 
Mrs Zainab Patel
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“To create and promote f i rm
foundat ions in  a  warm car ing
Is lamic environment,  in  which
each chi ld  can achieve their
fu l l  potent ia l  in  Faith and
Educat ion,  and blossom into
proud Musl ims who are an
asset  to  our  society”

Our motto has been adapted from a Quranic verse (14:24) ,  which
descr ibes the results  of  strong lmaan (fa ith)  and piety being l ikened to
a tree with strong roots ,  healthy branches and f lourishing fruits .  L ike
the tree wi l l  grow tal l  and benefit  others through its  shade and fruits ,  a
bel iever with strong faith foundations wi l l  most def initely provide
benefit  others.

Al-Ashraf is  an independent Is lamic Pr imary school  with a
f lourishing attached nursery.  The school  has enjoyed success over
many years ,  by consistently del iver ing excel lent results  at  KS2
level  (Yr 6)  that compare favourably to local  and nat ional  schools .
We are registered with the Department for Education (DfE) .  Our
school  registrat ion number is  916/6081.  The proprietor of  the
school ,  Al-Madani  Educational  Trust ,  is  registered with the Charity
Commission -  registrat ion number 1134963

OUR MOTTO: "FIRM ROOTS,  BRANCHES IN THE SKY"

OUR MISSION STATEMENT

OUR CONTEXT



OUR SCHOOL VALUES

As part  of  our Is lamic ethos,  we keep the tarbiyah ( Is lamic
nurtur ing)  of  our pupi ls  at  the heart  of  our mission.  Ofsted
(2020) praised our school  values as being the 'golden thread '
which runs through our school .  Our school  values are
summarized in the word AKHLAQ ,  an Arabic word meaning
‘good character ’ :

Appreciation -  I  appreciate al l  my blessings,  big and smal l

Kindness -  Al lah is  k ind and loves kindness,  so I  am kind 

Honesty -  I  am always honest .  Honesty leads me to good.  

Love -  I  love everybody Al lah tel ls  me to

Ambition -  I  have high ambit ions .  I  a im high and try my best

Quality -  Everything I  do has to be of the best qual i ty .  

Each value wi l l  be the focus in each half-term. For every
display of  any of these qual i t ies ,  our pupi ls  are awarded
House Points .
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OUR ISLAMIC ETHOS:
OUR RAISON D'ÊTRE

I t  i s  v i t a l  f o r  u s  t h a t  o u r  c h i l d r e n  d e v e l o p  i n t o  w e l l  r o u n d e d
i n d i v i d u a l s  w i t h  s t r o n g  I s l a m i c  r o o t s  a n d  f o u n d a t i o n s .
U n d e r p i n n i n g  a l l  o u r  w o r k  i s  t h e  I s l a m i c  e t h o s  w h i c h  r u n s
t h r o u g h  t h e  e n t i r e  s c h o o l ,  f r o m  e a r l y  y e a r s  t h r o u g h  t o  Y r  6 .
 
O b s e r v a n c e  o f  I s l a m i c  m a n n e r s ,  e t i q u e t t e  a n d  c u l t u r e  a r e  a l l
p a r t  o f  t h e  d a i l y  l i f e  a n d  a d d  t o  t h e  h o l i s t i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f
o u r  c h i l d r e n .  L i k e w i s e ,  n o t e w o r t h y  I s l a m i c  d a t e s ,  t e r m s ,
m a n n e r s  o f  g r e e t i n g ,  a t t i t u d e s  a n d  b e h a v i o u r  w i l l  b e  a n
i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  e a c h  s c h o o l  d a y .

H i g h  q u a l i t y  p a s t o r a l  s u p p o r t  i s  k e y  t o  t h i s  a i m ,  a n d  w e  w o r k
c l o s e l y  w i t h  p a r e n t s  t o  d e v e l o p  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  f a m i l i e s
a n d  h e l p  p u p i l s  t o  a c h i e v e  t h e i r  f u l l  p o t e n t i a l .

A s  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  s c h o o l  d a y ,  b o y s  a n d  g i r l s  f r o m  t h e  O a k  c l a s s
( Y e a r s  5  a n d  6 )  a r e  g i v e n  t i m e  t o  p r a y  t h e i r  Z u h r  s a l a h  i n
s c h o o l .  H a b i t s  l i k e  t h e s e ,  f o r m e d  i n  a n  I s l a m i c  s c h o o l  w i l l
c r e a t e  t h e  s t r o n g  I s l a m i c  f o u n d a t i o n s  w e  l o n g  f o r  i n  o u r
c h i l d r e n .  A l o n g s i d e  t h i s ,  w e  p r o m o t e  a  ' S u n n a h  p e r  w e e k '
d e s i g n e d  b y  q u a l i f i e d  s c h o l a r s ,  w h i c h  i s  t h e n  p r o m o t e d
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  w e e k

A t  t h e  s t a r t  o f  t h e  d a y ,  c h i l d r e n  a r e  w e l c o m e d  w i t h  s a l a m
a n d  r e c i t e  t h e  d u a s  f o r  k n o w l e d g e ,  e n s u r i n g  t h e i r  d a y  s t a r t s
w i t h  t h e  r e m e m b r a n c e  o f  A l l a h  ( S W T ) .  E v e r y  F r i d a y ,  c h i l d r e n
r e c i t e  s a l a w a t  ( d u r u d )  u p o n  o u r  B e l o v e d  N a b i  ( M a y  P e a c e
a n d  B l e s s i n g s  e n s h r o u d  h i m ) ,  i n s t i l l i n g  i n  t h e m  t h e
i m p o r t a n c e  o f  l o v i n g  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  A l l a h .



W i l l o w  -  E a r l y  Y e a r s  F o u n d a t i o n  C l a s s  2  ( R e c e p t i o n )
E l m  -  Y e a r s  1 / 2
C e d a r  -  Y e a r s  3 / 4
O a k  -  Y e a r s  5 / 6

C u r r e n t l y ,  w e  o p e r a t e  i n  a  m o d e l  o f  m i x e d - a g e  c l a s s e s ,  s p l i t  i n t o  4
g r o u p s :

W e  h a v e  f o u n d  g r e a t  b e n e f i t s  s o  f a r  i n  t h e  m i x e d - a g e  c l a s s
s e t t i n g .  T h e  t e a c h e r s  a n d  T A s  h a v e  b e e n  s u p p o r t e d  b y  s e n i o r
l e a d e r s  a n d  t h e  c h i l d r e n  h a v e  b e n e f i t e d  f r o m  t h e  m i x e d  a g e s ,
l e a r n i n g  t o  s u p p o r t  a n d  c h a l l e n g e  e a c h  o t h e r .
 
M u l t i p l e  p i e c e s  o f  r e s e a r c h  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  m i x e d - a g e  c l a s s e s  a r e
j u s t  a s ,  o r  i n  c a s e s ,  m o r e  e f f e c t i v e  t h a n  t r a d i t i o n a l  o n e - a g e
c l a s s e s .  O u r  s t a f f  h a v e  c r e a t e d  a  l e a r n i n g  e n v i r o n m e n t  i n  w h i c h
p u p i l s  c a n  t h r i v e  a n d  m o v e  a h e a d  w i t h  t h e i r  l e a r n i n g .

T o  g i v e  o u r s e l v e s  t h e  b e s t  c h a n c e  t o  m a k e  o u r  s c h o o l  a  s u c c e s s ,
w e  a l s o  u s e  t h e  s e r v i c e s  o f  v a r i o u s  e d u c a t i o n a l  c o n s u l t a n t s ,  w h o
h a v e  h e l p e d  u s  m a k e  e n o r m o u s  p r o g r e s s .

O u r  t e a c h e r s  h a v e  b e e n  s e n t  o n  s c h o o l  e x c h a n g e  v i s i t s  t o  i d e n t i f y
a n d  i n t r o d u c e  g o o d  p r a c t i c e  f r o m  o t h e r  s c h o o l s ,  s i m i l a r  t o  o u r s .
W e  a l s o  r e g u l a r l y  n e t w o r k  w i t h  n u m e r o u s  o t h e r  s c h o o l  l e a d e r s  t o
e n s u r e  w e  a r e  u p - t o - d a t e  w i t h  p o l i c i e s  a n d  p r a c t i c e s ,  u s i n g  e v e r y
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s h a r e  b e s t  p r a c t i c e s .  T h i s  h a s  o p e n e d  u p
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  o u t r e a c h  w o r k  w i t h  o u r  c h i l d r e n  w h o  h a v e
b e n e f i t e d  f r o m  s c h o o l - e x c h a n g e s  w i t h  a  l o c a l  C o f E  s c h o o l .

OUR SCHOOL SETUP:
OUR MIXED-AGE CLASSES



OUR SCHOOL DAY
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8:10 am School Gates open 

8.20 am Doors open – SLT gather children outside 

8.30am Doors close and Registration 

8:35 am Lesson 1  - English (with Spellings and Reading)

10:15 am Break/ Snack time   

10:30 am Lesson 2 – Maths

11:30 am Lesson 3 – Islamic Studies   

12:30 pm Lunch time   

1:30 pm Afternoon Lessons 

3:30 pm School ends 

T I m e t a b l e  i s  s u b j e c t  t o  c h a n g e



OUR BROAD AND
BALANCED CURRICULUM
Our curr iculum embraces the community in which it  is  s i tuated,
recognis ing local  culture,  history,  her itage,  geographical  and business
l inks and most importantly ,  the aspirat ions of  a l l  our chi ldren.  We place
strong emphasis  on the spir i tual ,  moral ,  socia l  and cultural  development
of a l l  our pupi ls .  Our school  community has identif ied a c lear set  of
values that underpin expectat ions for behaviour for a l l  members of  our
school  family ,  as is  evident in the half-termly school  valuesm, AKHLAQ.

We fol low the National  Curr iculum object ives for a l l  subjects .  Our dai ly
lessons include Engl ish,  Reading,  Spel l ings,  Maths and Is lamic Studies.
The afternoons are shared between History,  Geography,  Science,  Art ,
DT,  PSHE, Computing,  and PE.  Our curr iculum is  wel l-structured,  f lows
from one topic to the other and al lows ample opportunity for retr ieval
pract ice.

Our chi ldren come to school  with different l i fe experiences,  which
impacts their  vocabulary,  reasoning and understanding throughout a l l
key stages.  We provide a wealth of  tr ips and vis its  to improve learning
outside the c lassroom and to create l inks between learning and fun for
our chi ldren,  such as theatre experiences,  tr ips to the farm, museums,
zoos,  and to Westminster ,  experiences which they otherwise would
usual ly  not have access to.  We consider the learning gained from these
tr ips to be invaluable,  helping chi ldren develop understanding about the
world in which we l ive,  br inging to l i fe c lassroom-based learning.  We
want to prepare al l  our chi ldren for the next stages in their  educational
careers as wel l  as a l low them to develop their  aspirat ions for adult  l i fe .

The abi l i ty to learn is  underpinned by the teaching of basic ski l ls ,
knowledge,  concepts and values.  We constantly provide enrichment
opportunit ies to engage chi ldren and bel ieve that chi ldhood should be a
happy and invest igat ive.  They are at  a stage in their  l ives in which there
are no l imits  to their  cur iosity and there is  a  thirst  for  new experiences
and knowledge.



LETTING PUPILS LEAD

Two of our Year 6 chi ldren are selected as Head boy and Head gir l .  
Another 10 are elected onto the School  Counci l  by their  c lassmates,
with one chi ld elected to be Chairperson through a whole-school  vote.  
Our teachers select  6 ant i-bul ly ing buddies across the school  who are
given training by our Behaviour Lead.  Their  role is  to monitor and
identify behavioural  issues in the c lassroom and report  them to a trusted
adult .  
Another 6 chi ldren across the school  are selected to act  as Wel l-Being
Ambassadors,  responsible to support  their  c lassmates struggl ing with
their  emotions.

They say today's  chi ldren are tomorrow's leaders.  At Al-Ashraf ,  we f irmly
bel ieve that chi ldren can be leaders today,  and this  experience can only
benefit  them tomorrow. We therefore encourage our chi ldren to take the
lead in school  in it iat ives.  

Our chi ldren are at  the centre of  everything we do and we value their
feedback on matters which concern them. Every chi ld matters here.

OUR STATE-OF-THE-ART RESOURCES

To faci l i tate the highest standards of  teaching and learning in the
classrooms,  we have invested heavi ly in technology over the past  couple of
years.  We have recently instal led interact ive screens in every c lass ,
including our nursery.  The interact ive panels  have reinvigorated our
classrooms and brought to l i fe abstract  concepts,  a l l  at  our f ingert ips.

We have  equipped our computing room with new computers and software,
committ ing to the long-term improvements of  our IT systems.  

We have also purchased a number of  new iPads to faci l i tate hands-on
technological  learning during c lass t imes,  which teachers use every day.
Alhamdul i l lah,  with an ever-advancing technological  world,  we do not intend
to remain stagnant,  and ensure we move forward with modern technology.



OUR ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENTS

W e  a r e  f u l l y  c o m m i t t e d  t o  p r o v i d i n g  o u r  p u p i l s  w i t h  t h e  b e s t
p o s s i b l e  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  I s l a m i c  t a r b i y a h .  D e s p i t e  o u r  r e s t r i c t e d
f i n a n c e s  d u e  t o  o u r  l o w  t u i t i o n  f e e s  m o d e l ,  w e  h a v e  c o n s i s t e n t l y
o u t p e r f o r m e d  o u r  l o c a l  a n d  n a t i o n a l  c o u n t e r p a r t s  i n  t h e  n a t i o n a l
S A T s  e x a m s ,  s a t  b y  t h e  c h i l d r e n  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  Y e a r  6 .  

B e l o w  i s  a  c o m p a r i s o n  o f  r e c e n t  d a t a  f r o m  t h e  M a y  2 0 2 2  S A T s
e x a m s .  A s  y o u  c a n  c l e a r l y  s e e ,  A l - A s h r a f  P r i m a r y ' s  Y e a r  6  p u p i l s
p r o d u c e d  e x c e p t i o n a l  r e s u l t s ,  o n c e  a g a i n ,  t h a n k s  t o  t h e
c o m m i t m e n t  o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n ,  o u r  p a r e n t s  a n d  o f  c o u r s e  t h e
c l a s s r o o m  s t a f f ,  w h o  w o r k  t i r e l e s s l y  t o  e n s u r e  e v e r y  c h i l d  i s  g i v e n
t h e  s u p p o r t  a n d  c h a l l e n g e  r e q u i r e d  t o  h e l p  t h e m  r e a c h  t h e i r
p o t e n t i a l .

M a n y  o f  o u r  a l u m n i  h a v e  b e e n ,  o r  c u r r e n t l y  a r e ,  o n  o u r  s t a f f i n g
t e a m ,  w h i l s t  o t h e r s  h a v e  g r a d u a t e d  f r o m  u n i v e r s i t y ,  m a n y  o f  t h e m
s t u d y i n g  t h e  s c i e n c e s ,  f i n a n c e  a n d  o t h e r  p r e s t i g i o u s  d e g r e e s .

'Leaders  have also  made sure that  learning is  wel l  p lanned in
subjects  such as  mathematics  and science.  In  these subjects ,
important  ideas  and areas  of  learning are  taught  in  the r ight  order .
This  helps  pupi ls  to  know and remember more. '  Ofsted 2020



OUR INCLUSIVE SCHOOL
A l h a m d u l i l l a h ,  w e  a r e  p r o u d  t o  h a v e  a  g r o w i n g  s c h o o l  f a m i l y
f r o m  d i v e r s e  b a c k g r o u n d s  a n d  c u l t u r e s .  W e  v a l u e  t h e
c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  e v e r y  c h i l d  t o  o u r  s c h o o l  f a m i l y  a n d  w e l c o m e  y o u
a l l .  O u r  d i v e r s i t y  i s  o u r  s t r e n g t h .

W e  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  n o t  e v e r y  l e a r n e r  l e a r n s  a t  t h e  s a m e  s p e e d .
W e  p r o v i d e  a d d i t i o n a l  c l a s s r o o m  s c a f f o l d s ,  s m a l l  g r o u p  f o c u s e d
s u p p o r t  a n d  a  p a s t o r a l  s u p p o r t  t e a m  w h i c h  i n c l u d e s  a  l e a r n i n g
m e n t o r  t o  h e l p  t h o s e  a t  r i s k  o f  n o t  a c h i e v i n g  t h e i r  p o t e n t i a l .  I f
y o u r  c h i l d  n e e d s  e x t r a  s u p p o r t  w e  w i l l  e n d e a v o u r  t o  m e e t  t h e i r
n e e d s  t h r o u g h  o u r  c a r e f u l  p r o v i s i o n  m a p p i n g  a n d  i n  p a r t n e r s h i p
w i t h  y o u ,  p a r e n t s  a n d  c a r e r s .  

W e  k e e p  o u r  s c h o o l  f a m i l y ' s  b r o a d  b a c k g r o u n d s ,  t h e i r  s t r e n g t h s
a n d  t h e i r  c h a l l e n g e s  i n  m i n d  w h e n  w e  d e c i d e  w h a t  t o  t e a c h  a n d
h o w  t o  t e a c h  i t .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  d e t a i l e d  t r a i n i n g ,  w e  h a v e
e m p l o y e d  t h e  s e r v i c e s  o f  E d u c a t i o n a l  P s y c h o l o g i s t s ,  P l a y
t h e r a p i s t s  a n d  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  w o r k i n g  c l o s e l y  a l o n g s i d e  o u r
O c c u p a t i o n a l  T h e r a p i s t  t o  s u p p o r t  o u r  n e u r o - d i v e r s e  c h i l d r e n

A l - A s h r a f  P r i m a r y  h a s  B r i t i s h  V a l u e s  a t  t h e  h e a r t  o f  i t s  e t h o s
a n d  c u r r i c u l u m .  O u r  d e d i c a t i o n  t o  e n s u r i n g  t h a t  o u r  s t u d e n t s
l e a v e  t h e  s c h o o l  a s  i n d e p e n d e n t  a n d  r e s p o n s i b l e  c i t i z e n s  m e a n s
t h a t  w e  r e i n f o r c e  B r i t i s h  v a l u e s  r e g u l a r l y .

'Senior  leaders  have designed and put  in
place an ambit ious  curr iculum,  including
for  pupi ls  with special  educational  needs
and/or  disabi l i t ies  (SEND). '  Ofsted 2020



OUR NURSERY AND EARLY YEARS

C o m m u n i c a t i o n  a n d  l a n g u a g e
P h y s i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t
P e r s o n a l ,  S o c i a l  a n d  E m o t i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t
L i t e r a c y
M a t h e m a t i c s
U n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  w o r l d
E x p r e s s i v e  a r t s  a n d  d e s i g n

O u r  f a n t a s t i c  N u r s e r y  c a t e r s  f o r  c h i l d r e n  a g e d  3 + .
W e  f o l l o w  t h e  D f E ’ s  E a r l y  Y e a r s '  F o u n d a t i o n  S t a g e
c u r r i c u l u m ,  w i t h  a  f o c u s  o n  d e v e l o p i n g  t h e  I s l a m i c
t a r b i y a h  o f  e v e r y  c h i l d .  T i m e  i s  s t r u c t u r e d  w i t h  a n
e m p h a s i s  o n  f u n ,  r e l e v a n t  a n d  m o t i v a t i n g  a c t i v i t i e s ,
f o c u s i n g  o n  t h e  7  p r i m a r y  l e a r n i n g  a r e a s :

 
T h e  N u r s e r y  a l s o  o f f e r s  w e e k l y  M o t h e r  a n d  t o d d l e r
g r o u p s .  P l e a s e  v i s i t  o u r  N u r s e r y  w e b s i t e  f o r  m o r e
d e t a i l s  a t  h t t p : / / n u r s e r y . a l - a s h r a f . o r g . u k .

Chi ldren in  Nursery thr ive.
They are  eager  to  explore
and f ind out  new things,  and
they st ick  at  tasks  without
giving up.  They l isten
attentively .  Chi ldren are
fr iendly.  They work wel l
together .  They are  confident
to approach adults  i f  they
need help.  Staff  make c lose
checks  on chi ldren’s
development and are  adept
at  shaping the curr iculum to
help chi ldren to  excel .
Ofsted 2020



ISLAMIC STUDIES AT AL-ASHRAF

A q e e d a h  ( I s l a m i c  B e l i e f s )
F i q h  ( I s l a m i c  r u l i n g s )
T a r i k h  ( I s l a m i c  H i s t o r y )
S i r a h  ( T h e  P r o p h e t ' s  l i f e )
H a d i t h  ( P r o p h e t i c  s t a t e m e n t s )
A d a b  ( I s l a m i c  e t i q u e t t e )

F r o m  N u r s e r y  t h r o u g h  t o  Y 6 ,  w e  h a v e  a l l o c a t e d  a  s p e c i f i c  p o r t i o n
o f  t h e  d a y  t o  t e a c h  I s l a m i c  S t u d i e s  a n d  A r a b i c  r e a d i n g

I n  E Y F S ,  w e  f o c u s  o n  t h e  b a s i c s ,  f o r  e x a m p l e :  
•  I s l a m i c  n u r s e r y  r h y m e s ;
•  A r a b i c  n u m b e r s ,  m o n t h s ,  5  p i l l a r s ,  c o l o u r s
•  P r o n u n c i a t i o n  o f  l e t t e r s ;
•  A q a ' i d  ( b e l i e f s )  a n d  r e f l e c t i n g  o n  G o d ’ s  c r e a t i o n ,  
•  T h e m e s  b a s e d  a r o u n d  t h e  m o n t h s  o f  I s l a m ,  e . g .  H a j j  w e e k
•  R e a d i n g  b o o k  ( I n c .  s t o r i e s  f r o m  t h e  Q u r ' a n )  a n d  l o o k i n g  a t
p i c t u r e s :  s t o r y  m a p p i n g  u s i n g  v i s u a l s .  
•  F u n  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  o f  l e a r n i n g :  
–  I s l a m i c  s h o w  a n d  t e l l
–  T a s t e r  w e e k
–  S e n s e s  w e e k

T h r o u g h o u t  t h e  s c h o o l ,  w e  u s e  t h e  A n  N a s i h a h  c u r r i c u l u m  a s  a
g u i d e ,  t o  e n s u r e  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  c o v e r a g e  o v e r  t h e  7  y e a r s
c h i l d r e n  a r e  a t  A l - A s h r a f .  W e  c o v e r  t h e  c o r e  t o p i c s  o f  

A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  w e  s t a r t  t e a c h i n g  A r a b i c  r e a d i n g  w i t h  t h e  Q a ' i d a h ,
m o v i n g  u p  t o  Q u r ' a n i c  r e c i t a t i o n .  O u r  f o c u s  i s  q u a l i t y  o f
r e c i t a t i o n  ( T a j w i d ) ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  q u a n t i t y  r e c i t e d .  

'The curriculum is rooted in the
school’s faith-based ethos. Pupils
learn about Islamic and British values
through meaningful experiences and
reflection on AKHLAQ (Appreciation,
Kindness, Honesty, Love, Ambition
and Quality)' Ofsted 2020



W e  h a v e  i n t r o d u c e d  R e l a t i o n s h i p s  E d u c a t i o n  t o  p u t  i n  p l a c e  t h e  b u i l d i n g
b l o c k s  n e e d e d  f o r  p o s i t i v e  a n d  s a f e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  o f  a l l  k i n d s ,  u s i n g  a g e -
a p p r o p r i a t e  l a n g u a g e ,  c o n c e p t s  a n d  r e s o u r c e s .  T h i s  w i l l  s t a r t  w i t h  f a m i l y
a n d  f r i e n d s ,  h o w  t o  t r e a t  e a c h  o t h e r  w i t h  k i n d n e s s ,  a n d  r e c o g n i s i n g  t h e
d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  o n l i n e  a n d  o f f l i n e  f r i e n d s h i p s .  W e  c a n  b u i l d  o n  t h e
c o r e  c o n t e n t  b y  r e f l e c t i n g  t h e i r  b e l i e f s  i n  t h e i r  t e a c h i n g .  

R H E  a t  o u r  s c h o o l  i s  c e n t r e d  o n  t h e  e x a m p l e  s e t  b y  t h e  M e s s e n g e r  o f  A l l a h
( p e a c e  a n d  b l e s s i n g s  b e  u p o n  h i m )  a n d  w i l l  b e  p o s i t i v e  a n d  p r u d e n t ,
s h o w i n g  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  w h i l s t  e n a b l i n g  t h e  d a n g e r s  a n d
r i s k s  i n v o l v e d  t o  b e  u n d e r s t o o d  a n d  a p p r e c i a t e d .   

O u r  p r o g r a m m e  e n s h r i n e s  I s l a m i c  v a l u e s  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f
s t a b l e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  m a r r i a g e  a n d  f a m i l y  l i f e .  I t  a l s o  p r o m o t e s  t h o s e
v i r t u e s  w h i c h  a r e  e s s e n t i a l  i n  f u l f i l l i n g  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  o t h e r s .

W e  h a v e  a  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  e n s u r e  o u r  r e s o u r c e s  c o n s i d e r  t h e  ' a g e  a n d
r e l i g i o u s  b a c k g r o u n d s  o f  i t s  p u p i l s ' .  A f t e r  c o n s u l t i n g  w i t h  p a r e n t s  a n d
s t a f f ,  w e  h a v e  p a r t n e r e d  w i t h  A M S  t o  u s e  t h e i r  D f E - a p p r o v e d  r e s o u r c e s .
W e  w o u l d  n o t  w a n t  i n s e n s i t i v e  t e a c h i n g  o f  t h e  ‘ s e x  e d u c a t i o n ’  c u r r i c u l u m
t o  c a u s e  u n d u e  d i s t r e s s  a n d  c o n f u s i o n  t o  o u r  p a r e n t s  a n d  p u p i l s .

A s  a  M u s l i m  s c h o o l ,  w e  w i l l  o n l y  b e  t e a c h i n g  a g e - a p p r o p r i a t e  s e x
e d u c a t i o n  t o  o u r  P r i m a r y  s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n  d u e  t o  i t s  s e n s i t i v e  n a t u r e .
D u r i n g  Y e a r  5  a n d  6 ,  o u r  c h i l d r e n  w i l l  r e c e i v e  l e s s o n s  o n  ‘ g r o w i n g  u p ’
w h i c h  w i l l  b e  d e l i v e r e d  b y  t r a i n e d  s t a f f  m e m b e r s ,  s e n s i t i v e  t o  t h e  n e e d s  o f
t h e  s c h o o l ,  t h e  p u p i l  a n d  t h e i r  p a r e n t s .  

W e  w i l l  e n s u r e  s t a f f  r e c e i v e  t h e  r e q u i r e d  t r a i n i n g  t o  e n a b l e  t h e m  t o
d e l i v e r  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m  e f f e c t i v e l y .  T h e y  w i l l  a l s o  b e  t r a i n e d  o n  m e e t i n g  t h e
e m o t i o n a l  n e e d s  o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n  t h r o u g h  e m p a t h y  a n d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g .  

O u r  R H E  p o l i c y  c a n  b e  v i e w e d  h e r e :  a l - a s h r a f . o r g . u k / p r i m a r y / f i l e s / r h e - p o l i c y . p d f

RELATIONSHIPS AND
HEALTH EDUCATION (RHE) 



ENRICHMENT OPPORTUNITIES
A  w e e k l y  p r o g r a m m e  o f  a c t i v i t i e s  i s  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  t h e
s c h o o l ' s  c u r r i c u l u m  a n d  e x t r a - c u r r i c u l a r  c l u b s  t o  e n h a n c e
a n d  e n r i c h  t h e  c h i l d r e n ' s  l e a r n i n g  e x p e r i e n c e .  T h e s e
i n c l u d e :  a r t ,  d e s i g n  a n d  t e c h n o l o g y ,  c o o k i n g ,  s p o r t ,
f o r e i g n  l a n g u a g e s ,  s i n g i n g  ( n a s h e e d s ) ,  n e w s p a p e r  c l u b ,
n e t b a l l  c l u b ,  r e a d i n g  c l u b ,  L e g o  c l u b ,  s t u d e n t  c o u n c i l  a n d
m a n y  m o r e !  

W e  h a v e  d e v e l o p e d  a n d  m a i n t a i n e d  p o s i t i v e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s
a n d  p a r t n e r s h i p s  w i t h  m a n y  l o c a l  s p o r t s  c l u b s  a n d
c h a r i t i e s ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  G l o u c e s t e r s h i r e  C C C ,  T h e
F r i e n d s h i p  C a f é  a n d  C i t y  F a r m ,  R i s i n g  S t a r s  F C  a n d  a r e  a
p r o u d  o f f i c i a l  a f f i l i a t e  o f  G l o u c e s t e r  R F C ,  w h o s e  c o a c h e s   
o f f e r  u s  f r e e  R u g b y  c o a c h i n g  d u r i n g  P E  l e s s o n s !

' " . . .promote pupi ls ’  personal  development.  Pupi ls  learn about
the wider  world,  including other  faiths.  Vis its  to  many places
of  worship and vis itors  to  school  provide excit ing experiences.
As a  result ,  pupi ls  learn about  culture  and science.  They
understand what i t  is  to  be a  good c it izen'  Ofsted 2020



ADMISSIONS

SCHOOL FEES

O u r  s c h o o l  i s  w e l c o m i n g  t o  c h i l d r e n  a n d  p a r e n t s  o f  a l l
r e l i g i o n s ,  b a c k g r o u n d s  a n d  c u l t u r e s .  T o  c h e c k  i f  p l a c e s  a r e
a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  s c h o o l  f o r  y o u r  c h i l d ,  p l e a s e  c a l l  t h e  S c h o o l
O f f i c e  o n  0 1 4 5 2 - 5 0 3 5 3 3 .  I f  t h e r e  a r e  s p a c e s  a v a i l a b l e ,
p l e a s e  c o m p l e t e  t h e  A d m i s s i o n s  F o r m  f o u n d  a t  h t t p s : / / a l -
a s h r a f . o r g . u k / p r i m a r y / a d m i s s i o n s . p h p  a n d  h a n d  i t  i n  t o
t h e  s c h o o l  o f f i c e  o r  e m a i l  o u r  a d m i s s i o n s  t e a m  o n
a d m i s s i o n s @ a l - a s h r a f . g l o u c s . s c h . u k .  A l t e r n a t i v e l y  c o l l e c t
t h e  f o r m  f r o m  t h e  s c h o o l  o f f i c e  d u r i n g  s c h o o l  h o u r s ,
b e t w e e n  8 : 1 5  a m  -  3 : 4 5  p m .

P l e a s e  e n s u r e  y o u  a r e  f u l l y  a w a r e  o f  t h e  c o n t e n t s  o f  t h e
A p p l i c a t i o n s / A d m i s s i o n s  P o l i c y  b e f o r e  c o m p l e t i n g  t h e
f o r m .

L i k e  e v e r y  i n d e p e n d e n t  s c h o o l ,  w e  a r e  r e l i a n t  o n  s c h o o l
f e e s  t o  o p e r a t e .  T h e  f e e s  a r e  u s e d  o n  s t a f f  w a g e s ,
u t i l i t i e s ,  c l a s s r o o m  r e s o u r c e s  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  e n r i c h m e n t
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  a l l  c h i l d r e n .

A f t e r  m u c h  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  a n d  p a r e n t a l  c o n s u l t a t i o n ,  t h e
y e a r l y  f e e s  f o r  2 0 2 3 - 2 4  h a v e  b e e n  s e t  a t  £ 2 2 2 5  f o r  e v e r y
c h i l d ,  f r o m  R e c e p t i o n  c l a s s ,  t h r o u g h  t o  Y e a r  6 .

I f  t h e r e  a r e  t h r e e  s i b l i n g s  a t t e n d i n g  A l - A s h r a f ,  w e  h a v e
s e t  t h e  t h i r d  c h i l d ' s  d i s c o u n t  a t  5 0 % ,  m e a n i n g  t h e  t o t a l
f o r  t h r e e  c h i l d r e n  w o u l d  b e  £ 5 5 0 0  f o r  t h e  s c h o o l  y e a r .

I f  p a r e n t s  a r e  c o m m i t t e d  t o  s e n d i n g  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  t o  t h e
s c h o o l  b u t  r e q u i r e  r e a s o n a b l e  f i n a n c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e ,  p l e a s e
v i s i t  t h e  s c h o o l  m a n a g e m e n t  w h o  m a y  b e  a b l e  t o  p r o v i d e
g u i d a n c e .



PUPIL-PARENT-STAFF COMMUNICATION

I n  t h e  E a r l y  Y e a r s

W e  e x c h a n g e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  d i s c u s s  t h i n g s  t h a t  w i l l  b e n e f i t
y o u r  c h i l d ’ s  d e v e l o p m e n t  w i t h  t h e  n u r s e r y .  T h e s e  c o n v e r s a t i o n s
a r e  b e s t  w i t h  y o u r  c h i l d ’ s  ‘ K e y  P e r s o n ’  w h o :
-  h e l p s  y o u r  c h i l d  t o  s e t t l e ,  f e e l  h a p p y  a n d  s a f e ,
-  i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  y o u r  c h i l d ’ s  c a r e ,  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  l e a r n i n g ,
-  t a k e s  a  c a r e f u l  n o t e  o f  y o u r  c h i l d ’ s  p r o g r e s s ,  
-  s h a r e s  i d e a s  a s  t o  h o w  t o  h e l p  y o u r  c h i l d  v i a  C l a s s D o j o  o r  M y
L e a r n i n g  B o o k  ( d i g i t a l  l e a r n i n g  j o u r n a l ) ,
-  w i l l  d i s c u s s  y o u r  c h i l d ’ s  p r o g r e s s  &  a d j u s t m e n t  t o  p r e s c h o o l
a n d  r e c e p t i o n  y e a r  o n  p a r e n t ' s  c o n s u l t a t i o n  d a y .

I n  K e y  S t a g e  1  a n d  2

W e  h a v e  f i x e d  t w o  d a t e s  f o r  p u p i l - p a r e n t - t e a c h e r  c o n s u l t a t i o n s ,
k e e p i n g  t h e  c h i l d  a t  t h e  c e n t r e  o f  t h e i r  l e a r n i n g ,  e n s u r i n g  t h e y
t a k e  o w n e r s h i p  o f  t h e i r  p r o g r e s s .  
P a r e n t s  c a n  a l s o  c o n n e c t  w i t h  t e a c h e r s  o n  C l a s s  D o j o ,  a n d  w i t h
t h e  o f f i c e  o n  t h e  C o m p a s s  E d u c a t i o n  a p p

PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT
T h e  p r i v i l e g e  o f  a  l o w - c o s t  i n d e p e n d e n t  M u s l i m  c o m m u n i t y
s c h o o l  i s  t h a t  i t  c a n  o n l y  b e  m a i n t a i n e d  b y  y o u r  a c t i v e
i n v o l v e m e n t ,  a s  h a s  b e e n  t h e  c a s e  s i n c e  t h e  i n c e p t i o n  o f  t h e
s c h o o l ,  a l h a m d u l i l l a h .  Y o u  a r e  i n v i t e d  t o  v o l u n t e e r  w h e r e
p o s s i b l e ,  b e  i t  w i t h  y o u r  t i m e ,  y o u r  h e l p ,  o r  y o u r  e x p e r t i s e .

P A R E N T  G O V E R N O R S
W e  a r e  f o r t u n a t e  t o  h a v e  a  h i g h l y  e f f e c t i v e  G o v e r n i n g  B o d y  w h o
w o r k  c l o s e l y  w i t h  a l l  s t a k e h o l d e r s  a n d  t h e  w i d e r  c o m m u n i t y .  T h e
I n s p e c t o r s  m e t  t h e m  a n d  d e s c r i b e d  t h e m  a s  h a v i n g  ‘ b e e n
r e l e n t l e s s  i n  t h e i r  p u r s u i t  t o  t u r n  t h i n g s  a r o u n d ’ .  P a r e n t s  a r e
e n c o u r a g e d  t o  b e c o m e  a c t i v e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  G o v e r n i n g  B o d y
a n d  a r e  e n c o u r a g e d  t o  j o i n  t h e  s c h o o l  P T A ,  w h e r e  y o u  c a n  h e l p
o r g a n i s e  a n d  s u p p o r t  f u n d r a i s i n g  e v e n t s ,  a n d  a l s o  s u g g e s t
i m p r o v e m e n t s  t o  t h e  s c h o o l .  



"Al-Ashraf taught my child what it meant to be
a good Muslim, and that being a good Muslim
and being a good British Citizen go hand-in-
hand. I am indebted to the staff there who
helped him to understand the value of
education and helped create an Islamic identity
within my child." (Khadija, ex-parent)

"My time at AAPS really helped mould me
into the person I am today. The teachers and
teaching assistants there encouraged me to
try my hardest and fulfil my potential, whilst
also safeguarding my Deen from a young
age. I am indebted to all the staff at AAPS
for all the support they were able to give me.
Truly some of the best, carefree years of my
life." (Abdullah, ex-pupil)

"Alhumdulillah, I feel
Maryam is doing very well
and her confidence has
increased. I also feel that
teacher communication is
very good." (Imran,
Father)

"At Al-Ashraf, I created
many unforgettable
memories. The entire
school was like a family
coming together to learn
new things and venture
together on new
adventures." (Nusayba,
ex-pupil)

"I had a great experience at
Al Ashraf primary school and
as one of the first students, I
saw it grow closer in terms of
being a school community. It
enabled foundations in my
Deen to be built as well as
allowing academic success."
(Aliyah, ex-pupil)

"I found al-Ashraf to be full
of love, leadership and
elevated expectations. I
was taught never to judge a
book by its cover, and that,
although we are all
different, we are all one
family, and should
celebrate our uniqueness. It
was the best school for me
and has prepared me for
life as a law-abiding, high-
aspiring British Muslim."
(Aaminah, ex-pupil)



WHY AL-ASHRAF?

W e  a i m  t o  s a f e g u a r d  t h e  I m a n  o f  o u r  c h i l d r e n  t h r o u g h  o u r  I s l a m i c
e n v i r o n m e n t  a n d  e t h o s .
W e  a r e  a n  O f s t e d  G O O D  s c h o o l
O u r  I s l a m i c  t a r b i y a h  f o c u s  s t a r t s  f r o m  E Y F S
E s t a b l i s h e d  a n d  r e s o u r c e d  c l a s s r o o m s .
F u l l y  q u a l i f i e d  t e a c h e r s  a n d  T A s  i n  e v e r y  c l a s s .
W e  h a v e  a  f a m i l y  o f  c o m m i t t e d  s t a f f  f r o m  o u r  o w n  c o m m u n i t y
w h o  c a r e  d e e p l y  f o r  e v e r y  c h i l d .
D a i l y  Q a ' i d a h /  Q u r ' a n  c l a s s e s  a c r o s s  t h e  s c h o o l .
E f f e c t i v e  a n d  s u c c e s s f u l  I s l a m i c  S t u d i e s  c u r r i c u l u m ,  t a u g h t  b y
q u a l i f i e d  U l a m a /  A l i m a s ,  w i t h  T A s
C h a n c e  f o r  c h i l d r e n  i n  K S 2  t o  p r a y  s a l a h  e v e r y  d a y ,  u n d e r
s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  o u r  M u s l i m  s t a f f .
T a r b i y a h  p r o g r a m m e  w i t h  r e m i n d e r s /  d u a s /  s u r a t s /  d u r u d /  s e l f -
r e f l e c t i o n /  a s s e m b l i e s /  s a l a h /  s u n n a h  o f  t h e  w e e k .  
M i n i m a l  b e h a v i o u r a l  i s s u e s .
W e  f o l l o w  t h e  N a t i o n a l  C u r r i c u l u m  o b j e c t i v e s  f o r  a c a d e m i c
s u b j e c t s
B r o a d  a n d  b a l a n c e d  c u r r i c u l u m  
C o u n t l e s s  e n r i c h m e n t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .
W e  c a n  t e a c h  R S E  i n  l i n e  w i t h  o u r  f a i t h  b e l i e f s ,
W e  c o n s i s t e n t l y  o u t p e r f o r m  s c h o o l s  l o c a l l y  a n d  n a t i o n a l l y  i n
s t a t u t o r y  a s s e s s m e n t s
C h e a p e r  f e e s  c o m p a r e d  t o  o t h e r  p r i v a t e  s c h o o l s .
P r o m o t i o n  o f  i m p o r t a n t  I s l a m i c  c a l e n d a r  e v e n t s  w h i c h  e n c o u r a g e s
c h i l d  i n v o l v e m e n t .  
S u p p o r t  d u r i n g  R a m a d h a n  –  s h o r t e r  s c h o o l  d a y s .
P r o m o t i o n  o f  H a l a l  a c t i v i t i e s /  e v e n t s /  m e a l s .
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