


Happy Birthday, Roald Dahl!



Every year, on 
the 13th of 
September, 
Roald Dahl’s 
birthday is 
celebrated 
through Roald 
Dahl Day.

Happy Birthday, Roald Dahl!
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Happy Birthday, Roald Dahl!

If his date of birth is 13th September 
1916, how old would he be on his 
birthday this year (2021) if he was still 
alive?  

105 years old!



How many children’s books did Roald 
Dahl write?

Why do you think we still love Roald 
Dahl’s books?

Happy Birthday, Roald Dahl!



He never went to university and described himself as a person 
‘with one half that has failed completely to grow up’. But writing in 
his garden shed every day, Roald Dahl filled his books and essays 
with wise words.

1. On beauty
‘A person who has good thoughts cannot 
ever be ugly… If you have good thoughts 
they will shine out of your face like 
sunbeams and you will always look lovely.’

2. On doing your best
‘Never do anything by halves… Be 
outrageous. Go the whole hog. Make sure 
everything you do is so completely crazy 
it's unbelievable.’

3. On reading
‘If you are going to get anywhere 
in life you have to read a lot of 
books.’

4.. On being decisive
‘You’ll never get anywhere if you go about 
what-iffing.’





Charlie and the 
Chocolate Factory 
was recently voted 
number one in 
the top 100 fiction 
books all children 
should read before 
leaving primary 
school. 

Happy Birthday, Roald Dahl!
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One of my favourites! 



Can you guess how many years ago 
the book was written? 

51 years ago!

Happy Birthday, Roald Dahl!



Why do you think Charlie and the 
Chocolate Factory is still so special?

Happy Birthday, Roald Dahl!

The story is so popular that it has been 
adapted for an on-stage musical and two 
films. 



Why do you think Charlie and the 
Chocolate Factory is still so 

important?

• It’s creepy but funny at the same 
time – Dark humour.

• Roald Dahl condemns many things: 
bad parenting, spoiling children, 

over- eating, indulgence.
• Classic rags to riches – we cheer 

Charlie on and we feel happy for 
him. 



How do you feel when you visit 
somewhere new for the first time?

Happy Birthday, Roald Dahl!
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‘Willy Wonka’s chocolate factory’

Happy Birthday, Roald Dahl!



How would you feel? Some adjectives please?  

Happy Birthday, Roald Dahl!

Property of Warner Bros. © (2005) All rights reserved 



Thumbs up, thumbs down!

Watch the following clip from Willy 
Wonka and the Chocolate Factory 
(1971). 

Put your thumbs up for sweets you 
would like to eat and thumbs down for 
sweets you wouldn’t like to eat!

Happy Birthday, Roald Dahl!



‘Sweet treats’
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How is this relevant to me? 
• We are celebrating our love for books and our love for 

reading. 

• The power of books: 

• Explore relevant themes like the ones that you just did.

• Build tolerance 

• Reading teaches you about law and politics and the world. 

• Reading can be a form of meditation and relaxation.

• Research shows that reading can actually improve social 
skills to help you deal with those people. 


