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Implementation: Scheme of Learning 

Subject: English                         Year:  7                        Unit Title: Chilling Coraline    

Summary of unit:  

Pupils are introduced to their first novella of KS3. Pupils will: consider the differences in the marketing and design of the book cover; learn about and 
identify the conventions of dark fantasy and gothic fiction; discuss atmosphere and setting; explore character development, identify and track the main 
events of the storyline; consider structural features in literature and identify narrative hooks; cultivate comprehension skills and make inferences; 
explore how tension is created; explore themes within the story;  read critically and explain how language, grammar and organisational features 
present meaning. Pupils will be encouraged to share their ideas verbally within informal class and smaller group discussions as well as preparing a 
formal spoken assessment. Pupils will also be guided towards composing more formal written answers using P.E.E.D and/or SQUAD.   

Emphasis will also be placed on targeted writing skills with pupils summarising chapters, composing diary extracts in the voice of different characters, 
writing persuasively and writing creatively to compose their own ending for Coraline. 

Pupils will be encouraged to read for pleasure and to challenge themselves with library lessons taking place once every fortnight. They will also be 
given a recommended book list based on the fantasy genre for further independent reading. Pupils will be taken to the local library to select these.  

Spelling tests will be set weekly with pupils being asked to look up meanings and share with other class members on a rota basis. Literacy exercises will 
be ongoing within the lessons and as part of homework. This will be presented in the form of a transition unit focusing on grammar learnt from Year 6.  

Rationale: Transition Writing grammar unit – check pupil’s grasp of Ks2 
SPaG and develop skills for Secondary Education. Pupil’s grammar 
tends to be weak coming into Ks3. See below for knowledge organiser 
and Scheme of Work.  

Coraline – Easy to read as well as being engaging and thrilling to 
develop concept of reading for pleasure and reading strategies. Simple 
introduction to gothic/dark fantasy genre for future study (Term 2 and 
Ks4). Relevant themes: bravery, independence, challenges and 
curiosity.  

End of Unit assessment:  

Transition unit – formal letter writing assessment   

Coraline – Reading assessment: How does the writer create tension and 
suspense in ___________ .  
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Links to future learning  

Reading critically and for 
meaning 

Exploring plot, setting and 
character development 

Quote explosions  

Gothic Gurus unit – Term 2 and 
GCSE C19 text for Literature 

Persuasive writing 

Creative writing  

Letter writing  

GCSE Speaking and listening 
assessment  

PEAZL paragraphs  

Theme exploration such as 
family relationships, courage, 
challenges and triumphs e.g. 
Chinese Cinderella (Year 8)  

 Links to prior learning: 

Persuasive writing 

Creative writing  

Comprehension skills  

Reading for meaning  

Selecting evidence  

Year 6 SPaG (via transition unit)  

Letter writing  

RWCM: 

 Reading; whole class reading; paired reading and individual reading 
opportunities; popcorn reading; share reading experiences; demonstrate 
pleasure in reading; identifying challenging vocabulary and looking up the 
definition; information retrieval; use of ICT for research  

Writing: discussion and modelling of writing strategies using acronyms such as 
PEEL and SQUAD;  framework provided for writing persuasively, descriptively; 
imaginatively and writing to summarise; quote explosions; opportunity to plan 
and reflect on writing (self-assessment purple pen); use of dictionary and 
thesaurus encouraged.  

Communication: class feedback and discussion sessions to communicate ideas 
verbally; using tables to organise information; communicating knowledge and 
understanding in comprehension questions, mind-maps and non-fiction 
writing; use of videos; student-led learning with pupils playing role of teachers;  
SPaG emphasis and reminders in every lesson; display of key words on PPs in 
lessons; focus on spoken language in all verbal tasks; demonstrating and 
encouraging active listening strategies such as paraphrasing, non-verbal cues 
and verbal affirmations, asking open ended questions and specific questions; 
use of ICT for specific creative tasks and research 

Mathematics: drawing graphs to trace tension, completing a Venn diagram; 
using numbers to scale (setting, character and plot development); enforcing 
time limits for activities; word limits; reading out loud –considering how pace 
affects delivery; chronology within the story.  Cross Curricular Links: (see RWCM) Further: Art (drawing imagined 

characters; Film and media (comparing the film to the book version); 
Geography (mapping characters’ whereabouts).  
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Strategies to Support & Stretch: word bank; sentence starters; exemplar answers; teacher modelling class work; scaffolded questioning in class 
discussions and written work and teacher-led learning; seating plan according to ability for paired activities such as think, pair, share; pictures as 
prompts; teacher support; group work for peer support; activity choice such as list making versus summative paragraphs; recap exercises; extended 
writing opportunities; learning acronyms e.g. P.E.E.L and S.Q.U.A.D (HA pupils will be encouraged to link and give further detail); self-assessment 
opportunities with marking criteria provided. 

SMSC 

Social: Encouraging understanding of human feelings and emotions by placing them in their shoes through various 
creative empathy tasks e.g. diary writing and persuasive speech. English lessons promote cooperation and 
teamwork through being able to work in groups, listening to presentations and asking questions. Real issues 
encourage students to think about the world outside of school and give opinions on topics that may affect them in 
the future. Pupils are required to take on a role and argue a point of view. Peer assessment is an integral part of 
lessons and focused feedback is encouraged between pupils, whereby they support and encourage each other, 
reflecting and giving advice using their own method for success. Pupils are all given the opportunity to be 
independent, self-reliant and responsible for their own learning. Debate is an important aspect of the subject, 
giving logical arguments with respect, rationality and thoughtfulness. 

Moral: a focus on character development and themes encourages moral thinking through the recognition of values 
such as courage, loyalty, identity, strong relationships and self-identity.  Pupils are also able to apply fiction to real 
life scenarios with the non-fiction writing aspects.  

Spiritual: Opportunity to use different social skills in working individually, with a peer of different ability and team 
work. Opportunities for peer assessment encourage pupils to offer constructive and positive feedback which 
contributes to the creation of a respectful, democratic learning environment. The study of Coraline’s character 
highlights the power of independence self-exploration.  

Cultural: Through peer assessment and group work, students are introduced to different cultures, opinion and values 
they may not have encountered. .Cultural awareness of different societies in different parts of the world which 
creates tolerance and respect for and a celebration of diversity within Britain. Creative tasks set to allow pupils to 
participate resourcefully and imaginatively.   

 

Cultural Capital  

(Careers) Marketing - designing book covers based on 
target audience  

What makes a ‘good mother?’ Mother figures in 
literature and film 

Comparing books to film  

Film/book review  

(Careers) Persuasive speeches   

Reading fantasy  

Strong female characters in fiction and roles in real 
life.  
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Grammar for Writing: Transition 
 

Final destination 
Write a letter to Mufti Saab  explaining your experiences of your start in Al-Ashraf School and making suggestions 
about how the school could improve transition between Primary and Secondary schools. 

1. What are the features of a formal letter?  

2. What is DAFOREST and when do we use it?  

3. What are the 6 questions we should answer in writing to explain?  

4. How do we create the passive voice?  

5. What is subject verb agreement?  

6. What do appositives add to our writing?  

7. How can we effectively link our paragraphs?  

8. How do we use parentheses?  

9. How do we use hyphens and dashes?   

10. Can you use the features of a formal letter to effectively explain transition and persuade Mr Barker to 
use your ideas?  

 

 
Key Features in the unit Useful Vocabulary 

Formal letter dashes transition friendship observations 

DAFOREST connectives anxieties organisation experiences 

5 bums on a bench Subject verb 
agreement 

discipline similar suggestion 

Passive and active voice Semi colons overwhelming contrasting readiness 

appositives Parentheses and 
hyphens 

familiar conflicting equipped 
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KEY PUNCTUATION KEY SENTENCE TYPES VOICE 
Speech marks Speech marks should be used whenever a character is 

speaking. E.g., “Hello,” said Harry. Make sure the 
comma, exclamation mark or question mark goes 
INSIDE the speech marks. 

Minor -  these are used for dramatic effect. They usually have no verb and so can be seen as an 
incomplete sentence. Often, they can be used to repeat a key or powerful phrase from a previous 
sentence to add impact. 

Active -  One of the two “voices” of verbs (see also passive voice). When the verb of a 
sentence is in the active voice, the subject is doing the acting, as in the sentence “Kevin hit the 
ball.” Kevin (the subject of the sentence) acts in relation to the ball. 

 
Commas for 
lists 

To separate items in a list, we must use commas. E.g., 
He walked into the office and collected his bag, coat and 
umbrella. Notice that you miss out a comma where there 
is a simple joining word like and. 

Simple -  A sentence with one clause, therefore with only one verb. They are NOT just short 
sentences. They might be quite long but have on single thing happening in them. E.g,  Slowly, the 
withered old man with the crooked walking stick shuffled down the hot, dusty road. 

Passive -  One of the two “voices” of verbs (see also active voice). A verb is in the passive 
voice when the subject of the sentence is acted on by the verb. For example, in “The ball was 
thrown by the bowler,” the ball (the subject) receives the action of the verb, and was thrown is in 
the passive voice. 

Commas for 
clauses 

When adding a subordinate clause to a complex 
sentence, especially if you add it at the start, or add more 
than one, you must separate out the clauses with a 
comma. E.g., Whenever a student provided a 
fantastic answer, the teacher wrote on the 
whiteboard, even though her pen did not work very 
well because it was running out of ink now that the 
school budget had been drastically cut. 
 

Compound -  A good way to think about compound sentences is to think of them as two simple 
sentences joined together with a co-ordinating conjunction. It should have 2 verbs and these are 
joined together using FANBOYS: 
 
For  And   Nor   But   Or   Yet   So 
 
The young woman slammed on her brakes and the car skidded to a halt. 

Omniscient -  an omniscient point of view is one in which the narrator knows the thoughts 
and actions of every character in the narrative. A third person omniscient narrator can freely 
jump between different characters' minds, either in different chapters or even in the same scene. 

First Person -  I, me, 
my, we, us, our 

Second Person – you, 
your, yours  

Third Person -  he, she, 
it, they them, their, his, 
her 

Parenthetical 
commas 

When adding additional detail, you can do this by using 
commas to drop the detail into the middle of a sentence 
instead of using brackets. E.g, It had curled gratingly 
around the curve of the truck and, still spinning and 
sliding, was about to collide with me again. 
 

Complex -  a sentence with a main clause which could make sense as a sentence on its own, and 
at least one subordinate clause (it can have more). The clauses are linked by subordinating 
conjunctions such as: rather than; whether; wherever; now that; as soon as; because; so that; even 
though; unless; although. 
There are many subordinating conjunctions, such as: Whether, Even though, Rather than, Although 

Imperatives -  these are command verbs. They come at the start of sentences. 
E.g., Sit down! Come over here. 
 
Subject Verb (Object) -  this is the normal word order in a Standard English 
sentence. Apart from minor sentences, all sentences in English must have at least 
a subject and a verb. You can then add more to this with an object. 

Comma 
splicing 

ALWAYS WRONG! This is when a student uses a 
comma where they need a full stop. ADDING DETAILS THE 12 TENSES 

Dashes Can be used to add information instead of using a colon 
or brackets. E.g., It had curled gratingly around the 
curve of the truck and – still spinning and sliding – 
was about to collide with me again. 

Noun Phrases -  a phrase which includes a noun and at least one adjective to describe it. E.g., 
cold day (cold= adjective + day = noun) 

Simple Present  
 
I do 

Simple Past 
 
I did 

Present Perfect 
 
I have done 

Past Perfect 
 
I had done 

Parentheses Parentheses are brackets (for when we want to add a bit 
more information in a sentence). But, we shouldn’t use 
them too often as it can make our writing look badly 
organised (as if we keep forgetting to put information in). 

Appositives -  this is a noun phrase which is added to an existing noun. It is used a lot in 
newspaper article. It can add a tone of authority.  
E.g., Winston Churchill, a great war hero, was Prime Minister during the Second World War. (The 
appositive is the noun phrase ‘a great war hero’ added to the noun ‘Winston Churchill’). 

Present 
Continuous 
 
 I am doing 

Past Continuous 
 
I was doing 

Future Simple 
 
I will 

Future Perfect 
Continuous 
I will have been 
doing 

Hyphens Hyphens are used to mark the changing of a word’s 
meaning. They can be used also when two separate 
words are put together to create a new one. 

Connectives -  these are words and phrases used to link ideas in our writing. They can be used to 
add points, move on to a new time, contrast, compare, giving reasons. 

Here are some examples: 

Firstly, After, Later, Additionally, Furthermore, Therefore, Since, Hence, On the other hand, 
Similarly, Initially, In conclusion, In comparison, In contrast, Meanwhile, Lastly. 

Present Perfect 
Continuous 
I have been doing 

Past Perfect 
Continuous 
I had been doing 

Future Perfect 
I will have done 

Future Continuous 
 
I will be doing 

Semi colons  The semicolon can help you join closely connected 
ideas in a sentence. It can also break up a list that 
contains longer phrases. 

WORD TYPES 

Colons A colon is a punctuation mark that anticipates something 
additional coming. It’s a mark that says, “Here’s what I 
mean.”  
 A colon is used after a full sentence or independent 
clause to introduce something that illustrates, clarifies, 
or amplifies what was said in the sentence that 
preceded the colon. 

Paragraphs -  A paragraph is a group of sentences. These sentences talk about the same thing, 
or follow on from each other. Every time you start a new paragraph, you’re showing something new 
has happened:  

When your writing moves to a different time;  

When you write about a new place; When you move on to a new topic;   

When you start writing about a new place  

Nouns -  names of things, people, 
places, animals, concepts. E.g., dog, 
chair, Mr Barker, Henry, the man, the 
weather  

Adjectives -  these are words which 
describe nouns. They always come 
before the noun in a sentence. 
E.g., The black forest. 

Ellipsis Ellipses can express hesitation, changes of mood, 
suspense, or thoughts trailing off. Writers also use 
ellipses to indicate a pause or wavering in an otherwise 
straightforward sentence. E.g., I don't know … I'm not 
sure. 

Verbs -  the action or state of being in a 
sentence. E.g. The dog barked.  
 
 
 

Adverbs -  these are words which 
describe verbs – HOW things are done 
or felt. 
E.g., She slowly crept up the stairs. 
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Exclamation 
Marks 

Exclamation marks are used at the end of sentences to 
show surprise, fear, any strong emotion or to add 
emphasis. 

We refer to this as the TiP ToP rules.  

 

Pronouns -  these are words used to 
replace nouns to avoid repetition. E.g., 
Carol walked up the stairs, She was 
tired. 

Prepositions -  words which are used 
to connect the different nouns, 
pronouns and phrases in a sentence. 
E.g., on, at, about, with, for, by Question Marks Question marks always follow a question rather 

than a full stop. 
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