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Implementation: Scheme of Learning 

Subject: English                         Year:  8                        Unit Title: Chinese Cinderella     

Summary of unit:  

In this unit of work, pupils will study the autobiographical novel Chinese Cinderella (CC) with the following learning objectives and skills being at the 
forefront:  

� Understand, describe, select, retrieve, information, events or ideas from texts and use quotation and reference to text 
� Deduce, infer or interpret information, events or ideas from texts 
� Identify and comment on the structure and organisation of texts including grammatical presentational features at text level 
� Comment on writers’ uses of language, including grammatical and literary features at word and sentence level 
� Identify and comment on writers’ purposes and viewpoints, and the effect of the text on the reader 

The above will be developed by a multitude of reading, writing and discussion activities within the lesson and as part of set homework. As well as 
studying CC, pupils will be encouraged to independently read and explore other thematically similar literature in order to make comparisons with the 
set text and comment on characters, themes, genres, plots and styles such as the traditional fairy-tale Cinderella and Frances Burnett’s 1905 novel: A 
little Princess. Pupils will also be tasked with learning about and exploring Chinese culture to enrich their understanding of CC.  

Pupils will be encouraged to read for pleasure and to challenge themselves with library lessons taking place once every fortnight. They will also be 
given library tasks and be asked to select at least one other auto-biographical book to explore during the term.  

Spelling tests will be set weekly with pupils being asked to look up meanings and share with class members on a rota basis. Literacy exercises will be 
ongoing within the lessons and as part of homework. 

Mid Unit assessment:  Speaking and listening assessment: idealised 
standards of beauty in different cultures including foot binding in past and 
present day.   

End of Unit assessment: Reading and writing assessment   

Links to future learning/key stage 4:  

Speaking assessment skills (GCSE)  

Reading and discussing autobiographical and non-

 Links to prior learning: 

P.E.E/SQUAD paragraphs  

RWCM: 

Reading; whole class reading; paired reading and individual reading 
opportunities; popcorn reading; share reading experiences; demonstrate 
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fiction literature 

Discussing presentation of themes, character and 
setting  

Character comparison  

Commenting on context (PEACE paragraphs)  

Writing to advise and persuade  

Creative writing  

Role play  

Engaging with ideas and texts, understanding and 
responding to the main issues (critical 
understanding) 
 
Exploring others’ ideas and developing their own 
(critical understanding) 

Analysing and evaluating spoken and written 
language to appreciate how meaning is formed. 

Reading and commenting on 
additional relevant fiction and 
non-fiction literature  

Creative writing  

Writing  to persuade  

Non-fiction writing  

Presentation of themes, 
character and setting  

Basic and advanced 
comprehension skills and reading 
for meaning  

Role play 

 

pleasure in reading; identifying challenging vocabulary and looking up 
the definition; information retrieval; use of ICT for research; skim-read to 
find key information; highlight key words/phrases; find quotations on a 
character/theme/idea; skim and scan to answer questions on a passage 
of the novel    
Writing: discussion and modelling of writing strategies using acronyms 
such as PEEL and SQUAD;  framework provided for writing activities; 
writing to summarise; opportunity to plan and reflect on writing (self-
assessment purple pen); use of dictionary and thesaurus encouraged.  

Communication: class feedback and discussion sessions to communicate 
ideas verbally; using tables to organise information; communicating 
knowledge and understanding in comprehension questions, mind-maps 
and non-fiction writing; use of videos; student-led learning with pupils 
playing role of teachers;  SPaG emphasis and reminders in every lesson; 
display of key words on PPs in lessons; focus on spoken language in all 
verbal tasks; demonstrating and encouraging active listening strategies 
such as paraphrasing, non-verbal cues and verbal affirmations, asking 
open ended questions and specific questions; use of ICT for specific 
creative tasks and research; character role play;  

Mathematics; using numbers to scale (setting, character and plot 
development); enforcing time limits for activities; word limits; reading 
out loud –considering how pace affects delivery; chronology within the 
story. 

Cross Curricular Links: (see RWCM) Further: Geography e.g. China on the 
world map; Drama e.g. freeze-frame, role on the wall or thought tracking to 
explore characters and relationships; History e.g. King Lear, discoveries, 
communism and Chinese traditions and the one child policy; PSHE e.g. 
Facebook support groups, beauty ideals and influence of social media; 
Science e.g. physical effects of foot binding.  
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Strategies to Support & Stretch: word bank; sentence starters; exemplar answers; teacher modelling class work; scaffolded questioning in class 
discussions and written work and teacher-led learning; seating plan according to ability for paired activities such as think, pair, share; pictures as 
prompts; teacher support; group work for peer support; activity choice such as list making versus summative paragraphs; recap exercises; extended 
writing opportunities; learning acronyms e.g. P.E.E.L and S.Q.U.A.D (HA pupils will be encouraged to link and give further detail); self-assessment 
opportunities with marking criteria provided; peer assessment.  

SMSC 

Social: Encouraging understanding of human feelings and emotions by placing them in their 
shoes through various creative empathy tasks e.g. diary writing and persuasive speech. 
English lessons promote cooperation and teamwork through being able to work in groups, 
listening to presentations and asking questions. Real issues encourage students to think 
about the world outside of school and give opinions on topics that may affect them in the 
future. Pupils are required to take on a role and argue a point of view. Peer assessment is an 
integral part of lessons and focused feedback is encouraged between pupils, whereby they 
support and encourage each other, reflecting and giving advice using their own method for 
success. Pupils are all given the opportunity to be independent, self-reliant and responsible 
for their own learning. Debate is an important aspect of the subject, giving logical arguments 
with respect, rationality and thoughtfulness. 

Moral: a focus on character development and themes encourages moral thinking through the 
recognition of values such as courage, loyalty, identity, strong relationships and self-identity.  
Pupils are also able to apply fiction to real life scenarios with the non-fiction writing aspects.  

Spiritual: Opportunity to use different social skills in working individually, with a peer of 
different ability and team work. Opportunities for peer assessment encourage pupils to offer 
constructive and positive feedback which contributes to the creation of a respectful, 
democratic learning environment.  

Cultural: Through peer assessment and group work, students are introduced to different 
cultures, opinion and values they may not have encountered. .Cultural awareness of different 
societies in different parts of the world which creates tolerance and respect for and a 
celebration of diversity within Britain. Creative tasks set to allow pupils to participate 
resourcefully and imaginatively.   

Cultural Capital  

Learning about Chinese customs, New Year traditions, superstitions 
and the establishment and abolishment of the one-child policy 

Exposure to non-fiction literature and educational videos e.g. article 
and video about the history of foot-binding  

Investigating mental harms of modern beauty practices   

Facebook support groups – benefits and display  

Exploring the influence of social media  

Writing as an agony aunt and offering advice  

World Poetry day – poems based on the recurring themes in CC.  

Researching discoveries such as Columbus or Penicillin  

States of governing e.g. communism  
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