
Term 1 

Implementation: Scheme of Learning 

Subject: English                         Year:  8                        Unit Title: Autobiography: I am Malala  

Summary of unit:  

This scheme of work is designed to be a natural progression from Term One’s study of another autobiography: Chinese Cinderella. Pupils however will 
be given the opportunity to focus on language learning objectives in comparison to the previous term’s literature oriented approach to CC. Some pupils 
will be able to make links with their Pakistani culture whilst others will be able to make comparisons with their own cultures. All pupils will also be able 
to compare and contrast with what they have understood and learnt about the Chinese culture from CC. Most importantly pupils will be given a chance 
to draw on their own learning and ideas about strong female characters and their breaking down of barriers to fulfil their ambitions. Key questions and 
learning objectives are:  

To understand the context for the study text; to familiarise yourself with the history of Pakistan; to understand what protest writing is and what its 
effects are; to compare and contrast attitudes to women (using different extracts); to consider what makes a good letter and compose one for a desired 
purpose; to consider how Malala presents her point of view; to closely analyse a speech; to familiarise ourselves with the content of newspaper 
articles and write our own article; to understand the Sacrifices Malala's family had to make; to explore education for children across the world; to 
consider whether education is the most powerful weapon which can be used to change the world and to consider how a non-fiction text is constructed 
(film review).  

Pupils will write letters of support, craft a poem and a film review, become a news reporter for the lesson, deliver presentations on education across 
the world as well as writing formal essays based on developing skills for the GCSE language paper.  

Other literature for reference: Langston Hughes poem; non-fiction literature compiled by Amnesty (Wright for Rights) and A Vindication of the Rights of 
Woman by Mary Wollstonecraft; articles covering Malala’s shooting.  

Pupils will be given weekly spelling tests and be given the opportunity to visit the library once a fortnight. Library tasks are set with each library session as 
part of a whole school literacy program.  

Mid Unit assessment:  

a) Which persuasive technique does Malala use effectively in her speech? 
Pick one and justify your response.  

End of Unit assessment:  

How do the two writers convey/ show their attitudes to women? 

Non-fiction writing task  



Term 1 

b)  ‘Malala is a very persuasive speaker; her speech is well constructed to 
persuade her audience.’ How far do you agree with this statement?  

Links to future learning/key stage 4:  

Relating texts contextually – Oliver twist 
(Year 8) and GCSE  

Persuasive speech and writing – 
technique: AFORREST  

Comparing extracts  

Non-fiction: letter writing/film review 

  

 Links to prior learning: 

Auto-biographical writing  

Understanding cultural and 
historical context: Chinese 
Cinderella  

Persuasive writing (Yr 7)  

Delivering presentations 
(speaking assessment – Chinese 
Cinderella)  

P.E.E  

Cultural Capital  

Importance of music and film  

Non-violent protest  

Find a song that is an example of protest  

News reporting  

Education for children across the world. 

Preparing and presenting a persuasive speech – education is the most 
powerful weapon in the world.  

Reading and writing film reviews  

Cross Curricular Links: (see RWCM) Further: Geography (Pakistan on the 
World map); History (India and Pakistan partition and non-violent protest 
(ks3 and Ks4); ICT (research and prep for PowerPoint presentations); 
Citizenship (universal declaration of human rights) 
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Strategies to Support & Stretch: word bank; sentence starters; exemplar answers; teacher modelling class work; scaffolded questioning in class 
discussions and written work and teacher-led learning; seating plan according to ability for paired activities such as think, pair, share; pictures as 
prompts; teacher support; group work for peer support; activity choice such as list making versus summative paragraphs; recap exercises; extended 
writing opportunities; learning acronyms e.g. P.E.E.L and S.Q.U.A.D (HA pupils will be encouraged to link and give further detail); self-assessment 
opportunities with marking criteria provided; peer assessment.  

SMSC 

Social: Encouraging understanding of human feelings and emotions by placing them in their 
shoes through various creative empathy tasks e.g. diary writing and persuasive speech. 
English lessons promote cooperation and teamwork through being able to work in groups, 
listening to presentations and asking questions. Real issues encourage students to think 
about the world outside of school and give opinions on topics that may affect them in the 
future. Pupils are required to take on a role and argue a point of view. Peer assessment is an 
integral part of lessons and focused feedback is encouraged between pupils, whereby they 
support and encourage each other, reflecting and giving advice using their own method for 
success. Pupils are all given the opportunity to be independent, self-reliant and responsible 
for their own learning. Debate is an important aspect of the subject, giving logical arguments 
with respect, rationality and thoughtfulness. 

Moral: a focus on character development and themes encourages moral thinking through the 
recognition of values such as courage, loyalty, identity, strong relationships and self-identity.  
Pupils are also able to apply fiction to real life scenarios with the non-fiction writing aspects.  

Spiritual: Opportunity to use different social skills in working individually, with a peer of 
different ability and team work. Opportunities for peer assessment encourage pupils to offer 
constructive and positive feedback which contributes to the creation of a respectful, 
democratic learning environment.  

Cultural: Through peer assessment and group work, students are introduced to different 
cultures, opinion and values they may not have encountered. .Cultural awareness of different 
societies in different parts of the world which creates tolerance and respect for and a 
celebration of diversity within Britain. Creative tasks set to allow pupils to participate 
resourcefully and imaginatively.   

RWCM: 

Reading; whole class reading; paired reading and individual reading 
opportunities; popcorn reading; share reading experiences; demonstrate 
pleasure in reading; identifying challenging vocabulary and looking up 
the definition; information retrieval; use of ICT for research; skim-read to 
find key information; highlight key words/phrases; find quotations on a 
character/theme/idea; skim and scan to answer questions on a passage 
of the novel    
 
Writing: discussion and modelling of writing strategies using acronyms 
such as PEEL and SQUAD;  framework provided for writing activities; 
writing to summarise; opportunity to plan and reflect on writing (self-
assessment purple pen); use of dictionary and thesaurus encouraged.  

Communication: class feedback and discussion sessions to communicate 
ideas verbally; using tables to organise information; communicating 
knowledge and understanding in comprehension questions, mind-maps 
and non-fiction writing; use of videos; student-led learning with pupils 
playing role of teachers;  SPaG emphasis and reminders in every lesson; 
display of key words on PPs in lessons; focus on spoken language in all 
verbal tasks; demonstrating and encouraging active listening strategies 
such as paraphrasing, non-verbal cues and verbal affirmations, asking 
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Specific examples from this scheme of work:  

� Universal declaration of Human Rights reading of document and discussion of the 
importance of human rights.  

� Poverty and gender equality in Pakistan  
� Conflict in Nigeria (Boko Haram)  
� Malala’s desire to study – motivation for pupils 
� Right to education and the actions  
� Attitudes to women  
� Writing a letter of support (Amnesty)  
� Writing a person summary  
� Being a news reporter  
� Understanding the sacrifices made by Malala’s family  
� Education leading to greater opportunities and self-reflection  

open ended questions and specific questions; use of ICT for specific 
creative tasks and research; character role play;  

Mathematics; using numbers to scale (setting, character and plot 
development); enforcing time limits for activities; word limits; reading 
out loud –considering how pace affects delivery; chronology within the 
story. 


