
Term 2       7 Weeks 

Implementation: Scheme of Learning 

Subject: English                         Year:  8                        Unit Title: Animal Farm      

Summary of unit:  

In this unit of work, pupils will study George Orwell’s ‘Animal Farm’.  

The pre-reading tasks will prime pupils’ reading and understanding of the novella. They are directed to think about fables and allegory as well as 
debates about how society is organised. Pupils will be encouraged to reflect on their understanding of society and human behaviour in general rather 
than focusing too much on Soviet Russia.  

During reading, pupils will be reflecting on and tracking their reading while still moving through the text quickly enough to maintain interest and 
motivation. 

After reading, the activities will help pupils explore the novel from different perspectives.  

All activities and tasks are designed to help pupils get the most out of their reading by engaging in a wide range of critical and creative activities . Pupils 
will be encouraged to interrogate the text whilst always respecting the value of drawing on personal responses as the most direct and effective starting 
point for detailed textual exploration.  

Key questions and foci: 1) Making predictions using book covers 2) Thinking about fables and ideal societies 3) Thinking about allegory 4) Exploring 
rhetoric and persuasive features in the Old Major’s Speech 5) Considering point of view and narrative voice 6) The role of the Seven Commandments 7) 
Squealer’s role on the Farm 8) Comparing and contrasting characters 9) Personal response to text 10) Carrying out investigations in Chapter 6 11) Battle 
of the Cowshed 12) Comrade Napoleon and hot seating 13) A suitable ending? 14) Post-reading activities to explore themes, context, plot, structure, 
setting and characters.  

Pupils will be encouraged to read for pleasure with being able to choose books during library lessons. Pupils will also be encouraged to read fables as 
part of their learning this term.  

Spelling tests will be set weekly with pupils being asked to look up meanings and share with class members on a rota basis. Literacy exercises will be 
ongoing within the lessons and as part of homework. 
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Rationale:   

Pupils have looked at elements of the fairy tale genre in both Year 7 and Term One 
(Year 8). Pupils will be able to use this understanding to explore fables as well as be 
introduced to new concepts like allegory.  

Pupils will not focus too much on context so that they can reflect on human 
behaviour and society in general.  

The second term will allow for an extensive study of the complex book. As pupils have 
studied an autobiography (CC) in Term One, this will keep pupils’ motivation high by 
re-introducing a fiction novella. Pupils have already studied one novella in Year 7 and 
Animal Farm will challenge them because of the level of difficulty.  

Pupils know how to write analytically using SQUAD and PEED structure. Pupils will be 
able to develop this as well as thinking further about personal response.  

Many SMSC links with discussions about politics and ideal society and corruption of 
power.  

End of Unit assessment:  

Reading assessment (tbc) 

Writing assessment (tbc)   

Links to future learning/key stage 4:  

Making predictions using book covers (Stone 
Cold) 

Engaging with ideas and texts, understanding 
and responding to the main issues (critical 
understanding) 
 
Exploring others’ ideas and developing their 
own (critical understanding) 

Analysing and evaluating spoken and written 
language to appreciate how meaning is  

 Links to prior learning: 

Making predictions using book covers 
(Coraline) 

Engaging with ideas and texts, understanding 
and responding to the main issues (critical 
understanding) 
 
Exploring others’ ideas and developing their 
own (critical understanding) 

Analysing and evaluating spoken and written 
language to appreciate how meaning is 

RWCM: 

Reading; whole class reading; paired reading and individual 
reading opportunities; popcorn reading; share reading 
experiences; demonstrate pleasure in reading; identifying 
challenging vocabulary and looking up the definition; 
information retrieval; use of ICT for research; skim-read to find 
key information; highlight key words/phrases; find quotations 
on a character/theme/idea; skim and scan to answer questions 
on a passage of the novel; re-reading; modelling reading; wider 
reading 
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formed. 

Analysis of language, plot, structure, 
language and style  

Genre  

formed. 

Analysis of language, plot, structure and 
style.  

Thinking about genre  

Writing: discussion and modelling of writing strategies using 
acronyms such as PEEL and SQUAD;  framework provided for 
writing activities; writing to summarise; opportunity to plan and 
reflect on writing (self-assessment purple pen); use of dictionary 
and thesaurus encouraged.  

Communication: class feedback and discussion sessions to 
communicate ideas verbally; using tables to organise 
information; communicating knowledge and understanding in 
comprehension questions, mind-maps and non-fiction writing; 
use of videos; student-led learning with pupils playing role of 
teachers;  SPaG emphasis and reminders in every lesson; display 
of key words on PPs in lessons; focus on spoken language in all 
verbal tasks; demonstrating and encouraging active listening 
strategies such as paraphrasing, non-verbal cues and verbal 
affirmations, asking open ended questions and specific 
questions; use of ICT for specific creative tasks and research; 
character role play;  

Mathematics; using numbers to scale (setting, character and 
plot development); enforcing time limits for activities; word 
limits; reading out loud –considering how pace affects delivery; 
chronology within the story. 

Resource: Improving Literacy in Secondary Schools | EEF 
(educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk) 

Strategies to Support & Stretch: word bank; sentence starters; exemplar answers; 
teacher modelling class work; scaffolded questioning in class discussions and written 
work and teacher-led learning; seating plan according to ability for paired activities 
such as think, pair, share; pictures as prompts; teacher support; group work for peer 
support; activity choice such as list making versus summative paragraphs; recap 
exercises; extended writing opportunities; learning acronyms e.g. P.E.E.L and 
S.Q.U.A.D (HA pupils will be encouraged to link and give further detail); self-
assessment opportunities with marking criteria provided; peer assessment.  
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Cross Curricular Links: Citizenship: politics and government; History: democracy, dictatorship (Hitler), communism; use of propaganda; English: 
communism in China; elements of a fairy tale  

SMSC 

Social: Encouraging understanding of human feelings and emotions by placing them in their shoes 
through various creative empathy tasks e.g. diary writing and persuasive speech. English lessons 
promote cooperation and teamwork through being able to work in groups, listening to presentations 
and asking questions. Real issues encourage students to think about the world outside of school and 
give opinions on topics that may affect them in the future. Pupils are required to take on a role and 
argue a point of view. Peer assessment is an integral part of lessons and focused feedback is 
encouraged between pupils, whereby they support and encourage each other, reflecting and giving 
advice using their own method for success. Pupils are all given the opportunity to be independent, self-
reliant and responsible for their own learning. Debate is an important aspect of the subject, giving 
logical arguments with respect, rationality and thoughtfulness. 

Moral: a focus on character development and themes encourages moral thinking through the recognition 
of values such as courage, loyalty, identity, strong relationships and self-identity.  Pupils are also able to 
apply fiction to real life scenarios with the non-fiction writing aspects.  

Spiritual: Opportunity to use different social skills in working individually, with a peer of different 
ability and team work. Opportunities for peer assessment encourage pupils to offer constructive and 
positive feedback which contributes to the creation of a respectful, democratic learning environment.  

Cultural: Through peer assessment and group work, students are introduced to different cultures, 
opinion and values they may not have encountered. .Cultural awareness of different societies in different 
parts of the world which creates tolerance and respect for and a celebration of diversity within Britain. 
Creative tasks set to allow pupils to participate resourcefully and imaginatively.   

Specific examples from this SoW include:  

� Collaborative work (group and paired)  

Cultural Capital  

Wider reading: George Orwell’s other extracts and fables e.g. 
The Hare and The Tortoise.  

Government and ruling  

Themes from Animal Farm 

Writer: short stories and fables   

Publishers: designing front covers and blurbs 
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� Themes: power, conflict, rebellion, equality  
� Investigating Chapter 6 with different titles  
� Writing in the voice of  
� Hot Seating  
� ‘Good’ and ‘Bad’ characters  
� Inspirational language versus propaganda  
� Making decision about endings and effective openings of chapters and the story  
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