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Implementation: Scheme of Learning 

Subject: English                         Year:  8                        Unit Title: Stories of our lives   

Overview of unit:  

This non-fiction scheme of work will support pupils to understand underrepresentation of black and asian writers, characters and narratives in British literature and how 
it has been dominated by certain factions of society throughout British history. By looking at a short story by black British author Andrea Levy, they will understand how 
stories from every human life are equally nuanced and rich in detail/message.  

They will build upon that context by drafting stories from their own lives, drafting and redrafting around the concept of a ‘rich’ life. By explicitly learning the principles of 
the craft of drafting and redrafting a short story which captures the nuanced richness of their life they will implicitly develop an understanding that the seemingly 
mundane/everyday stories of our lives are full of wonder. The scheme will end in a performance, where pupils are congratulated for sharing their personal story with the 
group. 

The learning objectives are as follows: 1) To understand underrepresentation in British Literature; 2) To analyse the message in the short story ‘Loose Change’ by Andrea 
Levy; 3) To create the first draft of a story; 4) To select and embellish interesting elements of a story to develop; 5) To  explore and practice the redrafting process 6) To 
perform creative writing final drafts 

Mid Unit assessment:  

� N/A    

End of Unit assessment:  

� Creative writing final drafts  
� Spoken word performance  

 

Links to future learning/key stage 4:  

Non-fiction units (KS3 and GCSE)  

Performance (KS3: Romeo and Juliet)  

Transactional Writing (GCSE)  

Language analysis and reading for 

 Links to prior learning: 

Works explored by Asian writers: 
I am Malala and Chinese 
Cinderella  

Autobiographical writing: 
Chinese Cinderella  

Strategies to Support & Stretch: 

Word bank and vocabulary taxonomy; sentence starters; sentence 
structures to talk about big ideas e.g. birds-eye-view; exemplar 
answers; teacher modelling class work; scaffolded questioning in class 
discussions and written work and teacher-led learning; seating plan 
according to ability for paired activities such as think, pair, share; 
pictures as prompts; teacher support; group work for peer support; 
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meaning  Language and non-fiction 
writing: I am Malala and 
Merchant of Venice  

Drama: Shakespeare  

Themes of racism and prejudice: 
Merchant of Venice  

Themes of bravery and 
resilience: Coraline (year 7)  

Poetry from different cultures  

Language analysis and reading 
for meaning  

activity choice such as list making versus summative paragraphs; recap 
exercises; extended writing opportunities; quote explosions; extract 
magnified; self-assessment opportunities with marking criteria 
provided; peer assessment; knowledge organisers; dual coding; extract 
grids; activities to recall and retrieve (spaced retrieval and interleaving); 
DIRT tasks; plot maps; use of film; theatre productions etc. 

Examples from this SoW Include:  

� Paired work  
� Watching performance (modelling)  
� Peer assessment  
� Discussion opportunities  
� Scaffolding for extended writing opportunities  
� Different reading strategies to suit class ability and needs  
� STAR method of redrafting  Cross Curricular Links: (see RWCM for English) Further: History: Black History; 

Critical thinking: multiple discussion and debating opportunities one of which 
feeds into an extended writing task; Drama: spoken word  

Cultural Capital  

Examples from this SoW include:  

� Social activism  
� Black and Asian literature  
� Minority cultures  
� Charlie and the Chocolate Factory  
� Researching an author with a similar heritage  
� Spoken word poetry and performance – Michael Rosen  
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SMSC 

Social: Encouraging understanding of human feelings and emotions by placing them in their 
shoes through various creative empathy tasks e.g. diary writing and persuasive speech. 
English lessons promote cooperation and teamwork through being able to work in groups, 
listening to presentations and asking questions. Real issues encourage students to think 
about the world outside of school and give opinions on topics that may affect them in the 
future. Pupils are required to take on a role and argue a point of view. Peer assessment is an 
integral part of lessons and focused feedback is encouraged between pupils, whereby they 
support and encourage each other, reflecting and giving advice using their own method for 
success. Pupils are all given the opportunity to be independent, self-reliant and responsible 
for their own learning. Debate is an important aspect of the subject, giving logical arguments 
with respect, rationality and thoughtfulness. 

Moral: a focus on character development and themes encourages moral thinking through 
the recognition of values such as courage, loyalty, identity, strong relationships and self-
identity.  Pupils are also able to apply fiction to real life scenarios with the non-fiction 
writing aspects.  

Spiritual: Opportunity to use different social skills in working individually, with a peer of 
different ability and team work. Opportunities for peer assessment encourage pupils to offer 
constructive and positive feedback which contributes to the creation of a respectful, 
democratic learning environment.  

Cultural: Through peer assessment and group work, students are introduced to different 
cultures, opinion and values they may not have encountered. .Cultural awareness of 
different societies in different parts of the world which creates tolerance and respect for and 
a celebration of diversity within Britain. Creative tasks set to allow pupils to participate 
resourcefully and imaginatively.   

Specific examples from this scheme of work:  

� Critical thinking and debating: Negative impact of only reading books by white authors  
� Discussion of topics that might instigate feelings of awkwardness – challenging 

misconceptions e.g. what it means to be rich.  
� Researching a British Author with a similar heritage  
� Free writing – giving pupils autonomy to write creatively  
� Communicating with a parent or carer and writing their story  

RWCM: 

Reading; whole class reading; paired reading and individual reading 
opportunities; popcorn reading; share reading experiences; demonstrate 
pleasure in reading; identifying challenging vocabulary and looking up 
the definition; information retrieval; use of ICT for research; skim-read to 
find key information; highlight key words/phrases; find quotations on a 
character/theme/idea; skim and scan to answer questions on a passage 
of the novel    
 
Writing: discussion and modelling of writing strategies using acronyms 
such as PEEL and SQUAD;  framework provided for writing activities; 
writing to summarise; opportunity to plan and reflect on writing (self-
assessment purple pen); use of dictionary and thesaurus encouraged.  

Communication: class feedback and discussion sessions to communicate 
ideas verbally; using tables to organise information; communicating 
knowledge and understanding in comprehension questions, mind-maps 
and non-fiction writing; use of videos; student-led learning with pupils 
playing role of teachers;  SPaG emphasis and reminders in every lesson; 
display of key words on PPs in lessons; focus on spoken language in all 
verbal tasks; demonstrating and encouraging active listening strategies 
such as paraphrasing, non-verbal cues and verbal affirmations, asking 
open ended questions and specific questions; use of ICT for specific 
creative tasks and research; character role play;  

Mathematics; using numbers to scale (setting, character and plot 
development); enforcing time limits for activities; word limits; reading 
out loud –considering how pace affects delivery; chronology within the 
story. 
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� Redrafting opportunities  
� Performing stories  
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