
Recommended reading list 

Key Stage 3



Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland by Lewis 
Carrol 

• In the most renowned novel by 
English author Lewis Carroll, 
restless young Alice literally 
stumbles into adventure when 
she follows the hurried, time-
obsessed White Rabbit down a 
hole and into a fantastical realm 
where animals can talk, there 
seems to be no logic, and royalty 
tends to be exceedingly 
unpleasant. Each playfully 
engaging chapter presents absurd 
scenarios involving an 
unforgettable cast of characters, 
including the grinning Cheshire 
Cat and the short-tempered 
Queen of Hearts.



Private peaceful by Michael Morpurgo 

• Thomas “Tommo” Peaceful 
and his elder brother Charlie 
do everything together. They 
used to go to school together, 
face their problems together, 
sleep and eat together… but 
now they have to face the 
many facets of war together. 
Can a bond and loyalty 
between brothers overcome 
the brutality of the front lines 
and bring them safely home? 
When the lines of heroism and 
cowardice collide, what can 
one man or even a brother do 
to fight the injustices of it all?



Boy and Going Solo by Roald Dahl

• Boy and Going Solo is the whole of Roald Dahl's 
extraordinary autobiography in one volume.

• Roald Dahl wasn't always a writer. Once he was 
just a schoolboy. Have you ever wondered what 
he was like growing up?
In BOY you'll find out why he and his friends 
took revenge on the beastly Mrs Pratchett who 
ran the sweet shop. He remembers what it was 
like taste-testing chocolate for Cadbury's and he 
even reveals how his nose was nearly sliced off.
Then in GOING SOLO you'll read stories of 
whizzing through the air in a Tiger Moth Plane, 
encounters with hungry lions, and the terrible 
crash that led him to storytelling.
Roald Dahl tells his story in his own words - and 
it's all TRUE! 



A Wrinkle in Time by Madeleine L’Engle

• When Charles Wallace Murry
goes searching through a 'wrinkle 
in time' for his lost father, he 
finds himself on an evil planet 
where all life is enslaved by a 
huge pulsating brain known as 
'It'. How Charles, his sister Meg 
and friend Calvin find and free his 
father makes this a very special 
and exciting mixture of fantasy 
and science fiction, which all the 
way through is dominated by the 
funny and mysterious trio of 
guardian angels known as Mrs 
Whatsit, Mrs Who and Mrs 
Which.



Northern Lights by Philip Pullman

• Lyra and her animal daemon live a 
carefree life amongst the scholars of 
Jordan College, Oxford. Yet the 
destiny that awaits her will take her 
far from her home, to the magical 
frozen lands of the Arctic, amongst 
the witch-clans and ice-bears. Here, 
she will discover the truth about her 
identity, which will have 
immeasurable consequences 
reaching beyond her own world.

• This extraordinary fantasy is the first 
book in Philip Pullman's multi-award-
winning His Dark Materials trilogy. 
Exciting, original and enormously 
powerful it is an incredible feat of 
imagination, and one of the classics 
of 20th century children's literature.



The Indian in the Cupboard by Lynne Reid 
Banks

• The Indian in the Cupboard is the first 
of five gripping books about Omri
and his plastic North American Indian 
– Little Bull – who comes alive when 
Omri puts him in a cupboard

• For Omri, it is a dream come true 
when the plastic American Indian he 
locks into the old cupboard comes to 
life. Little Bull is everything an Indian 
brave should be – proud, fearless and 
defiant.

• But being in charge of a real, live, 
human being is a heavy 
responsibility, as Omri soon 
discovers. And when his best friend, 
Patrick, is let in on the secret, he 
soon realises that life-changing 
decisions lie ahead.



Black Beauty by Anna Sewell

• Black Beauty spends his 
youth in a loving home, 
surrounded by friends and 
cared for by his owners. But 
when circumstances 
change, he learns that not 
all humans are so kind. 
Passed from hand to hand, 
Black Beauty witnesses love 
and cruelty, wealth and 
poverty, friendship and 
hardship . . . Will the 
handsome horse ever find a 
happy and lasting home?



The Graveyard Book by Neil Gaiman

• Bod is an unusual boy who inhabits 
an unusual place-he's the only living 
resident of a graveyard. Raised from 
infancy by the ghosts, werewolves, 
and other cemetery denizens, Bod 
has learned the antiquated customs 
of his guardians' time as well as their 
timely ghostly teachings-like the 
ability to Fade. Can a boy raised by 
ghosts face the wonders and terrors 
of the worlds of both the living and 
the dead? And then there are things 
like ghouls that aren't really one thing 
or the other. This chilling tale is Neil 
Gaiman's first full-length novel for 
Key Stage 3 readers since the 
internationally bestselling and 
universally acclaimed Coraline.



Noughts and Crosses by Malorie Blackman

• In Malorie Blackman's ground-breaking novel, 
the population is divided into two: the white 
Noughts are second-class citizens, and the black 
Crosses are highly-revered and perceived as the 
superior race. 15-year-old Callum is a Nought, 
and his best friend, Sephy, as well as being a 
Cross, is also the daughter of one of the most 
influential politicians in the country.

• The story focuses on their relationship, which is 
frowned upon by society, and explores the 
discrimination they encounter at every turn. By 
reversing traditional racial stereotypes and 
presenting the White population as the 
oppressed race, Blackman has cleverly shown 
racial prejudice from a different perspective.

• As well as being a compelling tale of love and 
friendship, this is an outstanding and thought-
provoking exploration of the futility of 
prejudice. A contemporary classic.



The Other Side of Truth by Beverly Naidoo

• This is the story of 12 year-old Sade and 
her brother Femi who flee to Britain from 
Nigeria. Their father is a political journalist 
who refuses to stop criticising the military 
rulers in Nigeria. Their mother is killed and 
they are sent to London, with their father 
promising to follow.

Abandoned at Victoria Station by the 
woman paid to bring them to England as 
her children, Sade and Femi find 
themselves alone in a new, often hostile, 
environment. Seen through the eyes of 
Sade, the novel explores what it means to 
be classified as 'illegal' and the difficulties 
which come with being a refugee.



Walking a Tightrope edited by Rehana 
Ahmed

• “These are stories about 
young people carving out 
their own identity in 
modern society.” Comment 
from a reader

• An exciting and diverse 
anthology of short stories 
from familiar and new 
writers, that give fresh 
perspectives on the lives of 
Asian teenagers in modern 
Britain.



The Book Thief by Markus Zusak

• The Book Thief tells the story of Liesel, a little 
girl who is taken to a new home because her 
mother can't afford to take care of her. The story 
is told by Death, who becomes a character you 
come to respect and even feel sorry for by the 
end. The narration puts an odd perspective on 
the story. Much of what Death says is very 
philosophical, and even beautiful.

• The Book Thief is set in Nazi Germany, at the 
start of World War Two. On the journey to her 
new home, Liesel's younger brother dies and 
she steals her first book: The Gravedigger's 
Handbook. When she arrives at her new home, 
she suddenly has a new mama and papa. 
Haunted every night by nightmares of her 
brother's death, Liesel and her Papa set 
themselves the challenge of reading the book, 
Liesel's last link to her brother.



The Weight of Water by Sarah Crossan

• When Kasienka’s father leaves the family home in 
Poland in search of a new life, her broken-hearted 
mother resolves to follow him to England. Kasienka, 
who is reluctant to leave Poland, finds their shabby 
new home in Coventry damp and depressing.

• To make matters worse, Kasienka is constantly 
made to feel like an outsider in her new school: she 
is ostracised by the other girls and finds no solace 
at home, as her mother spends all her free time 
determinedly searching the streets of Coventry for 
her missing husband.

• The only release Kasienka finds from her problems 
is through swimming and an important friendship 
she makes at the pool with a boy called William.

• This beautiful book is written in verse and captures 
13-year-old Kasienka’s emotions and experiences 
perfectly. Although painful in places, this is an 
ultimately hopeful story, which will stay with the 
reader long after they have finished the last page.



A Rag, a Bone and a Hank of Hair by 
Nicholas Fisk

• A thrilling futuristic novel set at 
the end of the 22nd century. The 
government is cloning new 
people and has manufactured a 
1940s wartime family who are 
unaware that nothing they know 
is real. Our hero is sent to 
monitor these 'Reborns' and 
gradually becomes aware of a 
horrible underlying secret. A 
brilliant plot twist at the end 
turns the book on its head. An 
exciting sci-fi novel which will 
appeal especially to readers  who 
wish to challenge themselves!


