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Effie Kostas is the new girl in school. Friendless 
and lonely, the only joy she finds in her school day 
is the cake in the school canteen. 

One morning, Effie arrives at the canteen just in 
time to purchase the last piece of chocolate cake, 
that is until the Junior Student Council president 
Aaron Davis jumps the queue and steals it! It’s this 
injustice and her instant loathing of Aaron that 
instigates Effie’s desire to run for Student Council 
president herself.

The book follows her campaign, the friendships 
and support she gains along the way as well as the 
changes she sees in herself and others, including, 
of course, her rival Aaron, who turns out not to be 
the monster Effie first imagines! 



Read Effie’s Manifesto above 
A manifesto is a published declaration of  
party’s intentions. 



• Write a manifesto 
yourself. You don’t 
have to be a member 
of a party to write a 
manifesto. You can 
write about the 
things that are 
important to you. 
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Challenge: Start thinking 
of a slogan as well! 

• A Family Of Learning.

• A Great Place for 
Education! 

• A Safer World for 
everybody! 
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Create your own 
campaign materials to 
start gaining support for 
your party.
These materials will 
make it clear who you 
are and what you are 
campaigning for. So use 
a theme and stick to it. 

Create a poster – think about 
the main message of your party 
and make sure it stands out 
against all the other posters! 

Create a leaflet – Include a main 
message like on the poster. 

Challenge: stickers and 
badgers? Any unusual materials 
you can think of?



• Write a manifesto 
yourself. You don’t 
have to be a member 
of a party to write a 
manifesto. You can 
write about the 
things that are 
important to you. 

Debate and 

election

Now that you have 
formed your party, 
policies and created 
your campaign 
materials, it’s time to 
debate! 

Appoint a speaker!

Rules
• Start with a motion: e.g. Get the 

school to be greener

• You may have cue cards to help 
you remember your points 

• Make it clear what is being 
debated 

• No rude or unkind language! 

• No shouting! 

• I will be chair – the person who 
controls the debate! 
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Reflection

What went well and 
what could be 
improved? 

What would you 
approach differently 
next time and how? 

Can you think of 
other ways votes are 
held? 

E.g. in class I ask 
you to raise your 
hands! 


