
Reading and Writing Non-Fiction Knowledge Organiser (Year 7) 

Genre Features of Non-Fiction 

Advert Announcement online, in a newspaper, on television, or on a 
poster about something such as a product, event, or job 

Word play Literary technique: clever and witty use of words such as pun, idioms etc.  

Review A critical appraisal of a book, play, film, etc. Published in a 
newspaper or magazine. 

Rhyme Repetition of similar sounds, usually used in poetry  

Email Messages distributed by electronic means from one 
computer user to one or more recipients via a network. 

Assertion Stating something confidently without supporting evidence.  

Instruction Detailed information about how something should be done 
or operated. 

Pseudo-
Scientific 

Made-up scientific language  

Blurb
  

A short description of a book, film, or other product written 
for promotional purposes. 

Exaggeration A rhetorical device or figure of speech: the representation of something as 
more extreme or dramatic than it really is. 

Diary A book in which one keeps a daily record of events and 
experiences. 

Emotive 
language 

Choice of words to make the reader or audience feels a particular emotion 

Narrator (Who is speaking …?) Alliteration the occurrence of the same letter or sound at the beginning of adjacent or 
closely connected words. 

Exclusivity  restriction to a particular person, group, or area e.g. ‘secret recipe’  
1st person Told from a character’s perspective (usually I).  Testimonial A personal recommendation  
2nd person Directed to the reader (you).  Anecdote  a short amusing or interesting story about a real incident or person. 
3rd person 
limited 

An external narrator with knowledge focused on one 
character and their perspective. 

Rule of Three a writing principle that suggests that a trio of events or characters is more 
humorous, satisfying, or effective than other number e.g. ‘Friends, Romans, 
Countrymen’  - Shakespeare (Julius Caesar)  
 

3rd person 
omniscient  

An external narrator with knowledge of more than one 
character’s perspective.  

Learning Specific Terminology  
 

These are the main words/phrases you will come across in our unit of work this term.  
 

(See other side)   

Multiple  Told from various narrator’s perspectives.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



My additional Notes:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Tone (writer’s attitude towards the subject matter) and purpose (why is the 
writer writing)  

Adventure An unusual and exciting or daring experience. 
Jargon Specialist language used by a group to communicate e.g. army jargon 

Serious Demanding or characterized by careful consideration or 
application. 

Victorian 1837-1901: relating to the period in history when Queen Victoria reigned. 

Humorous  Funny; comic Quack  A fraudulent or ignorant pretender to medical skill.  
Formal A formal writing tone is common in academic or professional 

contexts. This tone focuses on being thorough and direct, yet 
respectful. It uses full words, rather than contractions, and 
emphasizes facts and grammatical correctness 

Product  An article or substance that is manufactured for sale. 

Informal Conversational and expressive, similar to how you'd speak to 
a friend. It uses contractions, colloquial phrases, and more 
emotion 

Slogans A short and striking or memorable phrase used in advertising. 

Entertaining Provide amusement and enjoyment  Images Pictures used to help a reader visualise or help to sell a product.  
Informative Providing useful or interesting information. Illustrations  Drawings used to help explain something 
Realistic Representing things in a way that is accurate and true to life. Context The circumstances that form the setting for an event, statement, or idea, 

and in terms of which it can be fully understood. 
Tongue in 
cheek 

The idiom tongue-in-cheek refers to a humorous or sarcastic 
statement expressed in a mock serious manner. 

Perspective  Point of view  

Tense  Writer’s intentions 
Past Used to tell a story that has already taken place  Purpose Why is the writer writing this? What are they trying to achieve? 
Present  Used when writing about something that is happening in that 

moment. Creates urgency and immediacy.  
Audience  Who is the writer writing for? 

Future  Used to discuss future events. Creates an impact in non-
fiction e.g. ‘Should we let them destroy our trees?’  

Form  Also known as genre. What kind of writing is it? Diary? Letter? Email? 
Advert? See genre section  



 

 


