
Year 7 Geography Scheme of Work   Terms 3 

Topic: River Flooding 

Overview:  A river system has many characteristic features and is part of the surface component of the water cycle. Students investigate the key 
processes and features of a river. Students investigate that floods have several causes. Students consider the effects of flooding and how people 
deal with them. They compare the causes and effects of flooding in the UK with the impact of a similar flood in Bangladesh and the responses to 
flooding and how human and physical factors are linked.  

Key terms: Water cycle, Evaporation, Transpiration, Condensation, Precipitation, Infiltration, Percolation, Surface Water, Groundwater, Transfers, 
Stores, River basin, Source, Tributary, River channel, River mouth, Watershed, Floods, Urbanisation, Deforestation 

SMSC: Students learn how rivers shape the land we live on and they explore the movement of water and features that are seen every day.  
Students will try to understand that there are human causes to flooding and the social, economic and environmental impact around the world. 
Students learn about the flood prevention scheme in the UK and decide if they can live with amendments to the landscape. Students will have an 
opportunity to reflect if historic towns should be protected or let some places flood.  

Cross-curricular: Science- links to the water cycle; Citizenship- provides an opportunity to develop an understanding of the role of a government 
agency; Literacy-extract relevant information from text to produce a newspaper article.  

Differentiation: Visual material will allow less able students to gain some basic understanding, while at the same time gives the more able students 
a sound background. Mixed ability groups, extension and challenge questions, teacher support and prompts will be available within each lesson. 

Assessments: Mid-term assessment, end of term assessment, homework, strategic questioning, classroom discussions, self-assessment 

National Curriculum Links:  
Locational knowledge- Extend their locational knowledge and deepen their spatial awareness using maps at a local and national scale focusing on 
rivers. 
Place knowledge- Understand geographical similarities, differences and links between places through the study of rivers and flooding. 
Physical geography- Understand, through the use of detailed place-based exemplars at a variety of scales, the key processes in rivers and the 
causes and effects of flooding. 
Human geography- Understand and recognise that human activity can lead to flooding and how we can use prevention methods to reduce the risk 
of flooding.  
Geographical skills- Build on their knowledge of globes, maps and atlases and apply and develop this knowledge routinely in the classroom. 
Interpret graphs, maps and satellite and aerial photographs. 



Note:  In the first week of term we will be finishing off the lesson on depressions from the previous term’s topic, Weather and Climate.  

*Each lesson will begin with a starter and end with a plenary. 
Lesson Learning Objectives Activities  
What is a depression? To understand the typical 

weather of a depression. 
Depressions bring stormy winds, cloud and rain. Students describe the features of a 
depression and annotate on a diagram. Students analyse weather maps and satellite 
images and describe the weather at a specific point.  

   

What is a river basin? 

To describe the components 
of a river basin. 
 To use atlas maps to identify 
rivers 

Introduce new geographical vocabulary about the river basin. Explain that the 
drainage basin is part of the water cycle that happens on land and link to previous 
topic, weather and climate. Label diagrams of a drainage basin and complete 
crossword. Foundations Activity Sheet. Using an Atlas, students locate the world's 
important rivers on a map of the world and research basic information about them.  

What causes a river to 
flood? 

To identify the main causes of 
flooding 

Show dramatic video of a flood to develop visual and observational skills. Explain what 
a flood is and give heavy rain as the usual cause. Heavy rainfall causes rivers/seas to 
rise above normal levels, soil becomes waterlogged which means no more infiltration, 
surface run off and additional flow cannot be held by normal boundaries…Students 
carry out practical work where they investigate what happens to water when it falls to 
the ground onto different surfaces (infiltration/interception). Record and discuss 
findings. Students read a newspaper report of a flood to establish recognized causes 
of flooding.  Students identify both physical and human key causes of flooding. Label 
diagrams to summarise the causes. Foundations Pg. 109 Discuss effects of floods on 
people and property. Also discuss the role of climate change on flooding. 

Floods in the Uk and 
how the Uk copes 
with floods 

Identify the causes and effects 
of floods in the UK and how 
individuals, communities, and 
the government responds 

Starter: Show a photo of people wading through a flood, holding on to metal fence to 
stimulate discussion of what is going on and why.Describe the factors which led to 
flooding in York and the surrounding areas.(Foundations and newspaper articles) 
Show BBC clip on the impact of flooding. Discuss the role of the Environment Agency 
in reducing the risk and effects of flooding. Students write a flood disaster newspaper 
article highlighting the causes and impact of the York floods and the role of the 
community and agencies in the aftermath.  

Reducing the risk of 
flooding 

Investigate a range of ways to 
defend settlements from 
flooding 

Students are introduced to the different flood prevention schemes. (Foundations) 
Students summarize and evaluate the schemes according to a variety of different 
criteria. In pairs, students role play different groups of people and how they might be 
affected by the flood protection scheme.  



Floods in Bangladesh 
and how Bangladesh 
copes with floods 

Identify the causes and effects 
of floods in Bangladesh 

Using an atlas, students research the general phyiscal and economic characteristics of 
Bangladesh. Watch you tube video: Flooding in Bangladesh. Discuss the accounts of 
floods in Bangladesh from the video. Students describe and explain the causes and 
effects of the flood. Using a Venn diagram, students compare the effects of floods in 
the UK and Bangladesh. Students determine whether the effects of floods are worse 
in Bangladesh than in the UK.  

 


