
Year 7 Scheme of Work   Terms 4 and 5 

Topic: Settlements/Urbsanisation 

Overview: We will learn about the different types of settlements, why settlements grew up where they did and the sorts of shapes different 
settlements make. Then we will see how they change over time and the effects these changes have on different groups of people. Also, we will 
learn about the benefits and problems which different people experience living in a large settlement, and the different types of land use within a 
large settlement. We will learn what a settlement hierarchy is and where and why people go shopping where they do. We will focus on Gloucester 
Docks and explore how the functions of the docks changed through time.  

Key terms: settlement, site, functions, market town, industrial town, holiday resort, port, settlement patterns, bridging point, dry point, dispersed 
settlement, nucleated settlement, linear settlements, ribbon developments, city, hamlet, town, village, settlement hierarchy, shape, function, land 
use of a settlement, Burgess, commerce, industry, urban model, CBD(central business district), inner city, inner suburbs, outer suburbs, residential, 
goods, convenience, low order goods, comparison shop, high order goods, accessibility, shopping malls 

SMSC: Students discover why settlements and people who live in them, develop and change in particular ways through time. Students will 
understand why people move to particular settlements and how this affects their lives, their relationship with others and their interactions with the 
environment.  

Differentiation: Mixed ability groups, extension and challenge questions, teacher support and prompts will be available within each lesson, use of 
visual materials 

Assessments: Assessments, homework, strategic questioning, classroom discussions, self-assessment 

Resources: Connections textbook, powerpoint, handouts 

Cross-curricular- History, Local area and culture 

National Curriculum Links: 
Locational knowledge:-Extend their locational knowledge and deepen their spatial awareness of the UK and countries using maps to focus on key 
human and physical characteristics. 
Place Knowledge: Understand geographical similarities, differences and links between places through the study of human and physical geography 
focusing on settlements at different scales. 
Human and Physical Geography: Understand, through the use of detailed place-based exemplars at a variety of scales, the key processes in: 

� Physical geography relating site, functions, size and growth of settlements. 



� Human geography relating to changes in settlements and how it affects different people in different ways. 
Understand how human and physical processes interact to influence, and shape the world and students gain a sense of personal responsibility.  

Geographical skills: Build on their knowledge of globes, maps and atlases and apply and develop this knowledge routinely in the classroom. 
Interpret data, graphs, maps and photographs, decision-making skills 
 

*All lessons begin with a starter and end with a plenary. 

Lesson Learning Objective Activity 
What is a settlement and what kinds of 
functions can a settlement have? 

 
 

To understand what is meant by 
‘settlement’ and ‘settlement function.’ 

Introduce the topic and explain to students the definition 
of settlement to copy down in their book. Discuss the 
meaning of ‘settlement function’ using examples of 
photos. Students complete worksheet of 
definitions/wordsearch.   

How were early settlement sites chosen? To understand the reasons behind the 
siting of early settlements. 

Introduce to the students the idea of settlement ‘sites’ 
and discuss the reasons behind siting a settlement in a 
particular place. Students describe the effect of the 
environment on the location of early settlements by 
undertaking a decision-making exercise-choosing the best 
site for a settlement. 

What different settlement patterns are 
there? 

To realise the different types of 
settlement patterns. 
To use OS maps to recognize settlement 
patterns. 
 

Examine photos to see the main settlement patterns: 
dispersed, linear and nucleated.  Students define and copy 
definitions of settlement patterns. Use OS maps to 
recognise the different settlement patterns. Complete 
settlement patterns worksheet. 

How do settlements change over time? To see how places change with time and 
how this affects different groups of 
people 

Students turn to pg 52 in their books.  
Read the 4 key words. Students discuss meaning of the 
following: Shape of settlement, Functions, Land use. Show 
youtube video 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JKT7cSFf2ic 
Students think about the changing nature of settlements 
and the reasons for the changes while watching video and 
discuss afterwards.  
Read rest of pg. 52 
Students study plan of village in 1890s and 2010s then 



spot the difference. Discuss. Role play how changes to the 
village effect different groups of people. 
 

What benefits and problems result from 
the growth of settlements? 

To understand the benefits and problems 
of living in a city; to recognise how 
different groups of people are affected by 
city environments. 

Brainstorm the benefits and problems of settlement 
growth. Does one outweigh the other? Look at the quality 
of life in urban areas. Card sort benefits and problems of 
city living then fill in table. Worksheet on how city living 
affects different groups of people.  

What patterns of land use can be 
identified in towns? 

To understand that there are different 
patterns of land use in urban areas. 

Watch video of urban land use and discuss. Show pictures 
of different zones of land use. Give students blank burgess 
model. Students label the zones and build a city. Describe 
what is found in the different zones. Refer to Burgess zone 
cards to help students model the zones. 

Why does land use in towns change? To understand why land use in towns 
change and how this affects people.  
 

Watch video on London Docklands. In pairs, students 
discuss why the London Docklands was transformed and 
what improvements were made. 
Complete activites1,2 in textbook.  
Students are to role play ‘A day in the life of…a Docklands 
worker, a City Banker, or a London Shopkeeper. They need 
to describe the changes these workers experienced in the 
city. Handout ‘A day in the life of…’ gives a brief 
description of each worker. ‘A day in the life of…Writing 
Framework’ sheet is provided to use as a guide to what 
students should include in their role play.  
 

Where do we shop? To understand the different types of 
shopping. and why people would shop in 
a certain place. 
 

Students discuss different places where they go shopping. 
Define the different types. Students given shopping lists of 
3 different people. They identify where they should go 
shopping and explain why. Students identify the 
advantages and disadvantages of each type of shopping. 
Define convenient and comparison goods. Students 
complete a sorting activity to use these terms in context. 

How has shopping changed? To find out about the changing pattern of 
shopping in urban areas. 

Discuss changes in shopping habits. Discuss advantages 
and disadvantages of city centres, out of town shopping 
centres and internet shopping. Students design a poster to 
attract shoppers to the city centre. 



Gloucester Docks Case Study To gain an understanding of the history of 
Gloucester Docks and the recent 
regeneration. 

Use Google Earth to explore the city of Gloucester from 
above, getting students to identify key physical and 
human features in the process. Show some video clips of 
the docks past and present. Students sequence events in 
chronological order to help them understand the reasons 
why the dockland area has undergone change and why it 
has undergone recent regeneration. 
Students research and write a report on the Gloucester 
Docks.  
 

 


