
Year 8 Scheme of Work   Term 2 

Topic: Economic Activity 

Overview: This unit is about the various types of work people do and describes the factors that affect the location of different industries.  
Students will learn about the main types of farming in the UK and its distribution patterns. The location of economic activities can range from 
local to a global scale.  Students will learn how the employment structure and locations of industries changes over time through exploring  the 
manufacturing industries such as iron, steel and cars. The location of these industries has experienced several major changes as a result of 
technological breakthroughs. These changes in location have mainly been due to the replacement of one dominating factor by another, although 
the production is still being concentrated on a particular site.  Students also consider why some industries prefer to locate in the same area and 
why modern industries, such as high tech, often seek different sites to those favored by the older, traditional industries. 

Key terms: Industry, Economic activities, Primary industries, Secondary industries, Tertiary industries, Quaternary industries, service, 
manufacturing, employment structure, Arable farming, Cattle farming, Hill sheep farming, Mixed farming 

SMSC: This unit provides an understanding of the dynamics of British economies, societies and cultures. It enables students to 
explore and understand relationships between human beings and the environment around us. Through examining the inter-
relationships among people, places and the environment, geography helps students to acquire an in-depth understanding of the 
changing contemporary world in terms of space and environment. Students will gain a deeper understanding of the changing world 
and develop a sound knowledge of the ever-increasing challenges in the Uk and the world in terms of globalization, technological 
advancement and development of modern industry.  

Cross-curricular: Math 

Differentiation: Mixed ability groups, extension and challenge questions, teacher support and prompts will be available within each 
lesson, use of visual materials 

Assessments: Assessments, homework, strategic questioning, classroom discussions, self assessment 

Resources: Connections textbook, powerpoint, handouts 

 



National Curriculum Links: 
Locational knowledge:-Extend their locational knowledge and deepen their spatial awareness of the UK using maps to focus on key human and 
physical characteristics. 
Place Knowledge: Understand geographical similarities, differences and links between places through the study of human and physical 
geography. 
Human and Physical Geography: Understand, through the use of detailed place-based exemplars at a variety of scales, the key processes in: 

� Physical geography relating to the physical factors influencing types of farming and locations of industries. 
� Human geography relating to economic activity in the primary, secondary, tertiary and quaternary sectors. 

Understand how human and physical processes interact to influence, and change landscapes and industry. 
Geographical skills: Build on their knowledge of globes, maps and atlases and apply and develop this knowledge routinely in the classroom. 
Interpret data, graphs, maps and aerial photographs. 
 

*Each lesson will begin with a starter and end with a plenary. 
Lesson Learning Objective Activity 
What are economic activities? 

 

 To understand there are four types of 
economic activities: primary, secondary, 
tertiary and quaternary 

To understand how Britain’s structure of 
employment has changed since 1805 

 

Watch clip. Note all types of employment 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=8KDxAWfMwf4 
  
Students learn key terms: Primary industry, 
Secondary industry, tertiary industry and 
quaternary industry. They are given jobs and 
they make a table to classify the jobs into 
primary, secondary, tertiary and quaternary. 
Students conduct class survey of parents jobs 
and create a graph to show findings.  
Show pictures of chocolate production chain 
and students describe how all the sectors link 
with the chocolate production chain. 
Look at pie charts/line graph and describe 
how the employment sectors has changed in 
the UK. At each stage they explain how the 



UK employment structure has changed.  
HW pg. 30 activity 2 
 

What type of farming do we do in the 
UK? 

 

To appreciate why different parts of the 
country have different types of farming 

 

Discuss different types of farming and 
introduce names for 3 main types of farm – 
arable, pastoral and mixed 
 
Identify what farming usually takes place in 
local area and UK in general and the factors 
that influence the type of farming  
 
Discuss crops grown on arable farms and 
what foods they are made into. 
 
Discuss different types of fruit and vegetables. 
 
Class generate reasons why farmers keep 
animals – milking, meat, wool, pulling 
machines. 
 
Students to complete their own map of 
farming in the UK. 

HW: postcard from the UK 
 
 

What are hill sheep farm and arable 
farm like? 

To understand the factors that influence 
hill sheep farming and arable farming.  

Case study: Beckside Farm in Lake District and 
Hawthorn Farm in East Anglia 
Students investigate the difference in farming 
between hill sheep farm and an arable farm is 



due to climate, soils, relief, transport and 
nearness to markets.  
 

What is the best site for a factory? 

 

To understand the factors that influence 
the location of factories. 
To be able to categorize the reasons into 
physical and human factors. 
Using a OS map to analyze and explain 
the best location for a factory 
 

Quick Q&A review on the types of economic 
activity. Discuss the Secondary Sector, what 
types of things might influence where 
factories can be found?  Students sort out 
cards: factors influencing industrial location 
 
Read pages 34-35 Connections  
Answer Q. 1&2 

 
What factors are part of the decision-
making process for locating iron and 
steel industries? 

 

To understand what factors are part of 
the decision-making process for locating 
iron and steel industries. 

Students look at the factors influencing the 
location of iron and steel factories in South 
Wales and Port Talbot. Students discuss the 
decline of the iron and steel industry in the 
UK. 
Students design a factory for a large industrial 
company 
 

What is the right site for the car 
industry? 

 

To examine what the ideal location for 
siting the car industry is in the UK 

 

Show students a location map of Derby in the 
East Midlands. Discuss the location factors.  
Main Learning Activities  
Why did Toyota open a car manufacturing in 
Derby? Card sort mystery.  
Case study- Toyota 
What factors would you look for? 
  
 



What are high-tech industries? 

 Where are they located? 

 
 

To understand what high-tech industries 
are and where they are located 

 

High-tech industries make products such as 
microchips, computers, mobile phones, 
pharmaceuticals and scientific equipment. 
They employ a highly skilled workforce.  
Students reason why high-tech firms are 
attracted to locate on science or business 
parks and their advantages/disadvantages.   
 

 


