
Year 8    Term 4 

Topic: India 

Overview: In this topic we look at where India is located and its contrasting human and physical features.  We will look at how India’s population is 
booming and how the country has changed over the past 50 years. We uncover the future of India with focus on its rapid technology expansion. 
Students will learn about the meaning and importance of globalisation and how India is connected to the rest of the world.   

Key terms: monsoon, chawls, plate tectonics, fold mountains, earthquake, life expectancy, birth rate, population pyramid, rural-to-urban 
migration, shanty settlements, interdependent, independent, trade, exports, imports, trade balance, trade surplus, trade deficit.  

SMSC: Changes to India’s society and economy are often influenced by values and attitudes different to the students’ own. This topic encourages 
students to explore India’s diverse and multicultural population and how this diversity is linked to inequality in wealth and quality of life. Students 
can consider cultural diversity to counter stereotypes. There are given opportunities to develop a broader, more accurate view of life in less 
economically developed countries. This could involve investigating a contrasting place in the country, eg a city like Mumbai when studying rural 
India. 

Differentiation: Mixed ability groups, extension and challenge questions, teacher support and prompts will be available within each lesson, use of 
visual materials 

Assessments: Assessments, homework, strategic questioning, classroom discussions, self assessment 

Resources: Connections textbook, powerpoint, handouts 

National Curriculum Links: 
Locational knowledge:-Extend their locational knowledge and deepen their spatial awareness of the UK and countries using maps to focus on key 
human and physical characteristics. 
Place Knowledge: Understand geographical similarities, differences and links between places through the study of human and physical geography 
focusing on India. 
Human and Physical Geography: Understand, through the use of detailed place-based exemplars at a variety of scales, the key processes in: 

� Physical geography relating to India 
� Human geography relating to India 
Understand how human and physical processes interact to influence, and shape the world and students gain a sense of personal responsibility.  



Geographical skills: Build on their knowledge of globes, maps and atlases and apply and develop this knowledge routinely in the classroom. 
Interpret data, graphs, maps and photographs, decision-making skills 
 

*All lessons begin with a starter and end with a plenary. 

Lesson Learning Objective Activity 
Where is India? 
 

To be able to locate India on a map. 
To be able to use longitude and latitude 
to label some key physical features of 
India. 

 Discuss what students already know about India. Hand out a blank 
map of India and ask students, in pairs to locate as may things as 
they can on the map.  Students locate human and physical features 
on a map using longitude and latitude. 
 
 

India- a land of contrasts To be able to explain how diverse India’s 
landscape is. 
 

From looking at the pictures pupils predict whether areas will be 
sparsely or densely populated.  Students explore how different 
various parts of India are, according to their relief, climate, 
settlement and wealth and poverty.   Students identify  India’s main 
physical features, focusing on how  the Himalayas formed..  

The climate of India 
 

To understand the different climate in 
India – especially monsoon climate. 
To be able to draw a climate graph of a 
monsoon climate and describe the main 
features of this climate. 

Students investigate the India’s climate with a focus on monsoon 
climate and complete a climate graph. Students describe why the 
monsoon is important to India. 

What are India’s main 
population features? 

To be able to describe and explain India’s 
population distribution. 
 

Recap population and how it changes as countries develop. Students 
study a population density map and physical features map of India 
and try to link the physical features to high population density. 
Students investigate the push and pull factors of village/city living.  

What is it like living in 
Mumbai? 

To be able to describe life in the Mumbai 
slums.  

Students compare and contrast least well off living in shanty 
settlements and more wealthy living near to the city centre in 
Mumbai. Students watch videos of both places for a visual 
experience. Write a diary, story, letter, newspaper report about a 
day in the life of a child living in the slums of Mumbai. 
 

What is it like living in a 
village in India? 

To understand rural life in India. Students watch video of rural life in India. Discuss the hard work and 
life of subsistence farmers. Students consider what it would be like 
to survive on only what they, or their community, could grow each 



year. 

What would they do if crops failed? Where would they go? Compare 
and contrast city and rural life. 
 https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/geography-ks3-
rural-life-in-india/z4bhf4j 

How interdependent is 
India? 

To understand how India is becoming 
more interdependent on other countries 
in the world. 

Discuss what interdependent means and other key terms such as 
trade, import, export, trade surplus, trade deficit. Students are given 
facts about India and categorise them into trade in/out, investment 
in/out, tourism in/out, and migration in/out. After all the facts are 
sorted out into categories, students answer the question: How is 
India interdependent with other countries? 

 


