
Year 9 Scheme of Work   Term 4 

Topic: China 

Overview: China is an emerging global superpower. China is home to quarter of the world’s population and within the next 40 years will likely have 
the world’s largest economy.  China’s economy and its global influence are growing rapidly, as are the challenges associated with running the vast 
country.  Economic development continues to give rise to huge advances in living standards for some Chinese but the benefits of new wealth are 
starkly uneven in a country where 250 million Chinese people still live on less than £1 a day. Our lives are increasingly interdependent with China as 
it re-emerges as a new ‘superpower’. This interconnectedness is evident in daily life and the stuff we buy in the shops. We will explore Shanghai 
and Shenzen, both rapidly growing in size and the economy. At the same time, there has actually been a rise in rural poverty. As the younger 
people are moving to the cities, the majority of Chinese who live in rural areas, life has changed little from the subsistence agriculture they have 
practiced for hundreds of years. 

Key terms: Life expectancy, one-child policy, ageing population, shikumen housing, rural-to-urban migration, subsistence, trade, interdependent 

SMSC: Students will appreciate the differences and similarities between people, places, environments and cultures to inform their understanding 
of societies and economies. They will learn about ways of life that are very different from their own. 

Differentiation: Mixed ability groups, extension and challenge questions, teacher support and prompts will be available within each lesson, use of 
visual materials 

Assessments: Assessments, homework, strategic questioning, classroom discussions, self-assessment 

Resources: Connections textbook, powerpoint, handouts 

National Curriculum Links: 
Locational knowledge:-Extend their locational knowledge and deepen their spatial awareness of the UK and countries using maps to focus on key 
human and physical characteristics. 
Place Knowledge: Understand geographical similarities, differences and links between places through the study of human and physical geography 
focusing on China. 
Human and Physical Geography: Understand, through the use of detailed place-based exemplars at a variety of scales, the key processes in: 

� Physical geography relating to China 
� Human geography relating to China 
Understand how human and physical processes interact to influence, and shape the world and students gain a sense of personal responsibility.  



Geographical skills: Build on their knowledge of globes, maps and atlases and apply and develop this knowledge routinely in the classroom. 
Interpret data, graphs, maps and photographs, decision-making skills 
 

*All lessons begin with a starter and end with a plenary. 

Lesson Learning Objective Activity 
What are China’s main physical features? 
 

To describe and locate China’s main physical 
features. 

Introduce China to students. Ask them what 
they already know about China, e.g. 'How big is 
it?', 'How many people live there?', 'What 
language do they speak?' 
Using an atlas, students locate China on a map. 
Students annotate the main physical features.  

What are China’s main population features? 
 

To describe and explain the population 
structure of China. 

Students analyse chloropeth map of China’s 
population distribution and link to the physical 
features. Students then analyse China’s current 
and future population pyramid and how the 
One-Child policy contributes to a demographic 
challenge. Independently answer questions. 

A journey through China To explore the landscape of China. Engage the students to explore the different 
landscapes of China through images that they 
might have already seen, but in a geographical 
perspective. Categorize the landscapes into 
human and physical features.  In groups 
students choose one landscape and draw about 
the landscape. 

What is it like living in Shanghai? To explain why many Chinese people move 
from the countryside to the city. 

Living and working in Shanghai video. Students 
explore the surge of growth of Shanghai into a 
megacity. Show students time-lapse of satellite 
images of Shanghai to see how the Pudong rice 
fields have transformed into a modern urban 
area in the last 30 years. 
https://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/world-of-
change/Shanghai  
Students read a story of Liu who moved from 
the countryside to Shanghai. Students write a 



diary entry describing life in the city. Give 
advantages and disadvantages. 
 

What is life like in rural Sichuan province? To describe life in rural China. Annotate what life is like in rural China. 
Compare to Shanghai. 

Shenzhen-a powerhouse in the Chinese 
economy 

To understand China’s rapid change and 
development. 

Students investigate the rise of Shenzhen and 
describe the significance of Shenzhen’s  
economy and its impact on China and the 
world. 

Chinas impact on the environment 


