
Term 2 & 3 

Implementation: Scheme of Learning 

Subject: History                          Year:  7                        Unit Title: The Norman Conquest    

Summary of unit:  

In this Scheme of Work, pupils will apply and develop their skills from Term One - History Hows -  to explore the Anglo-Saxon period and the Norman 
conquest. Key questions to be explored throughout this unit are as follows: 1) Who should be king? 2) How did Harold win the Battle of Stamford Bridge? 
3) What can historical sources tell us about the battle? 4) How did William win the Battle of Hastings? 5) Why and how did William capture Dover? 6) How 
did William’s methods lead to the surrender of London? 7) What caused the North to rebel against William? 8) How did William maintain control using 
castles, the feudal system and the Domesday Book?  

In these lessons, pupils will be work in various ways and complete varied tasks to develop different historical skills. Pupils will analyse sources, compose 
descriptive works, engage in analysis, summarise and create narratives. All lessons include literacy and numeracy starters. Pupils will be given much 
opportunity to work collaboratively with designated roles including team teacher to nurture independent learning and motivational engagement.  

Homework: pupils will be encouraged to explore an online learning world using resources created by Wolsley Academy. The aim of these games is to 
consolidate pupil understanding and learning from the lesson and apply in simple tasks in an enjoyable and engaging manner.  

Resources:  

1. Wolsey Academy | Free Teaching Resources | EAL | UK & UAE 
2. Codex booklet (file:///C:/Users/amree/OneDrive/Desktop/Year%207%20History/Term%202/1066-Learning-World-Codex-Version-1.1.pdf) 
3. Knowledge Organiser (See below) s 
4. How to revise for History (This has been emailed to all pupils and is available to view on the school website. Used with the permission of creator Greg Thornton).  

 

Key Concepts: cultural, religious and ethnic diversity; chronological understanding; interpretations of history; cause and consequence; significance; 
interpretation  
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Key Processes:  

� historical enquiry;  
� using evidence;  
� communicating about the 

past.  

End of Unit assessment:  

Write a narrative account analysing 
how William gained control of 
England after the Battle of Hastings 

Rationale: NC: Development in church, state and society 

Many pupils have studied Anglo-Saxon’s settlement in Britain as well as the 
Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England to the time of 
Edward the Confessor. As the History curriculum at Al-Ashraf largely follows 
a chronological order, pupils start their study with the crossover between the 
Anglo-Saxons and the Normans from 1066 onwards. To ensure that the Year 
7 curriculum is dissimilar to Ks4, pupils will be given creative writing 
opportunities which will be used to formatively assess their learning.   

Links to future learning/Key 
Stage 3 & 4:  

� Chronology (KS3 & 4)  
� Using sources as evidence  
� Key concepts and key 

skills  
� Development in church, 

state and society 
� Challenges faced when 

coming to power (Ks3 and 
Ks4: Elizabeth)  

 Links to prior learning/Key Stage 2 

 

� Chronology: Ks2   
� Anglo-Saxons settling in 

Britain  
� Vikings and Anglo-Saxon 

struggle for the Kingdom of 
England  

� Key skills and key concepts 
(Term One)  

 

RWCM: Reading: modelling of reading strategies; source annotations; paired reading and 
group reading opportunities; making inferences; comprehension questions; higher order and 
lower order questioning strategies.  

 Writing: discussion and modelling of writing strategies for interpretation questions, making 
inferences, source utility and writing to argue; self and peer-assessment to reflect on writing; 
prompts to use full sentences, connectives and key words; extended writing; writing 
definitions for key words; comprehension questions; creating own interpretations as a 
historian; writing to persuade; planning  

Communication: using tables to organise information e.g. usefulness of sources….; 
communicating historical knowledge in, comprehension questions, mind-maps, annotation of 
sources and non-fiction writing; use of videos and visual learning aids; student-led learning 
with pupils playing role of teachers;  SPaG emphasis and reminders in every lesson; display of 
key words on PPs in lessons; focus on spoken language in all verbal tasks; collaborative 
discussions in all lessons  

Mathematics: Numeracy starters in every lesson for example: ‘how many years ago was 
1066?’ Putting events into chronological order. Using infographics and collecting data.  
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Cross-Curricular Links: Geography: locating Normandy, Norway and 
Wessex on a map.  Art and Design: Bayeux tapestry; Motte and Bailey 
castles;  English: letter writing, narrative writing  

Curriculum Opportunities: explore the ways in which the past has helped 
shape identities, shared cultures, values and attitudes today; use ICT to 
research information about the past, process historical data and select, 
categorise, organise and present their finding; make links between history & 
other subjects.  

Cultural Capital  

� The Bayeux tapestry  
� ‘Meanwhile, elsewhere’ 
� Meanwhile by Aaron Wilkes  
� Power of art  
� Feudal system and social hierarchies  
� Careers: authors, historians, artists, journalists, teachers, public speakers (Links will be made clear to the pupils according to the tasks set. Tasks 

are designed with specific careers for history degrees e.g. debating, writing narratives, team teacher.   

SMSC & British Values Social: Pupils are expected to work together cooperatively 
to complete tasks and problem solve. Think-Pair-Share template given to ensure 
pupils are utilising discussion time wisely.  Role of individuals in shaping England’s 
history. 

Moral: Through investigating and using a range of historical sources, pupils develop 
their ability to critically assess sources of evidence for accuracy and reliability e.g. 
pupils will look at a number of sources to reinterpret what happened to Richard III. 
Pupils will consider the moral and ethical decisions made by monarchs and their 
impact as well as subsequent interpretations of them. Pupils will have the chance to 
evaluate these actions both in a historical context and with our C21 values in mind; 
they will use careful consideration of criteria and analytical skills to develop tentative 
answers to difficult questions. 

Spiritual: Pupils are encouraged to be critical yet understanding of the views of 
others; including historians, interpretations of the past and primary sources, and 
other Pupils. Through carefully planned debates and discussions, Pupils learn to take 

Strategies to Support & Stretch:  

� Word bank 
� Knowledge Organiser  
� Writing in History help sheets  
� Sentence starters 
� Exemplar answers 
� Teacher modelling class work  
� Student led learning opportunities  
� Seating plan according to ability for pair activities such as think, pair, 

share 
� Pictures as prompts 
� Individual teacher support 
� Collaborative tasks  
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interest in and respect the views of others. Pupils also learn how to come to an 
informed conclusion having taken on board a range of different viewpoints and are 
taught to critique the provenance of evidence they are dealing with in order to 
approach it analytically. Lessons are interactive and engaging so that pupils develop 
a sense of enjoyment and fascination in learning about how the world they live in has 
changed over time.  

Cultural: Through peer assessment, group discussions, class feedback sessions and 
debates, pupils are introduced to peer concepts, values and events not 
encounterable otherwise e.g. think-pair-share templates. Pupils will also be asked to 
communicate their opinions and knowledge in varied ways including artistic forms. 
They will consider the development of castles and modern ways of consolidating 
power.   

Specific examples from this SoW include:  

� What makes a good leader  
� Problem solving: what should Harold do (BoS)  
� Extension homework tasks  
� Source analysis: limited reliability 
� Making judgements about the significance of factors  
� Designing Motte and Bailey castles  
� Think-Pair-Share and collaborative work in each lesson  
� Hot seating  
� Using games for learning   

� Ppportunity to choose relay of task e.g. using pictures instead of 
words;  

� Multiple and varied teaching strategies suitable for audio visual 
learners too e.g. video with comprehension;  

� Stretch and challenge tasks 
� Higher order and lower order questioning using Bloom’s taxonomy  
� EAL worksheets   
� Extension: homework activities  
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