
Term 2 

Implementation: Scheme of Learning 

Subject: History                          Year:  9                        Unit Title: The Great War  

Summary of unit: Challenges for Britain, Europe & the Wider World (1901 – Present): The First World War  

1. Why was Europe ready for war? Students will find out about the main long-term causes for WW1. This lesson focuses on the MAIN reasons whilst also looking at 
the political situations in each country to try and draw out from pupils how all these factors led to the commencement of war.  

2. What spark ignited WW1? Students look at the murder itself. Then, students study the direct consequences and the steps to war while reflecting on the Long 
Term causes that also come into play, such as Militarism, Nationalism, Alliances and Imperialism. 

3. What was the Schlieffen Plan? In this lesson, students discuss the German strategy and the Schlieffen Plan and then assess the consequences of the attack and 
why it failed.  

4. How was propaganda used?  Students will uncover the reasons men wanted to fight, and then how the government used propaganda to get others to join. 
5. Who were the Conscientious Objectors? This lesson focuses on the Conscientious Objectors of WW1 who took a stand against violence. 
6. Why did soldiers fight in trenches? This lesson focuses on the reasons trenches were used, and the methods of fighting employed by soldiers in WW1 
7. What was life like in the trenches? This lesson explores what life was like for soldiers in the trenches. 
8. Why was censorship used in WW1? Students will focus on the reasons for censorship and why it was used in WW1.  
9. What happened at the Somme? This lesson combines teacher-talk and student independent scholarship and literacy work to examine the events which unfolded 

at the Somme.  
10. Haig: butcher or hero? This lesson is a source and interpretation skills-building lesson which is a twist on the normal Haig: Butcher or Hero lesson. Instead of 

doing the classic knowledge building ending with a ‘paragraph for, paragraph against’ argument piece, this lesson focuses on historiography and why historians 
differ over Haig.  

11. What was the role of the empire in WW1? This lesson focuses on the role of the Empire in WW1. Students will have a chance to look at some of the 
contributions from Indian, African, Australian etc. soldiers. 

12. Was Gallipoli a success or failure? This lesson focuses on the battle of Gallipoli in which the British and the ANZACS attacked the Ottoman Empire. 
13. Was the German U-Boar campaign successful? This lesson uses strong literacy building to focus on the impact of the U-boat campaign. It requires students to 

assess whether the campaign was successful or not.  
14. How did medicine improve in WW1? This lesson focuses on the improvements in medicine during the First World War. Students will get a good overview of 

some of the major improvements in methods of diagnosis, treatment and protection against infection. 
15. Why did Germany lose the war? This lesson focuses on why the war ended with Germany’s eventual defeat.  
16. How fair was the ToV? This lesson focuses on the key aims of the Big Three and the terms of the Treaty of Versailles. This is a double lesson which asks students 

to build an impression over the lessons as to whether the treaty was fair or not. 
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Key Concepts: cause and consequence; significance; ethnic and religious diversity; chronological understanding; interpretations of history  

Links to future learning/key stage 
4:  

Key concepts and key skills (Cause 
and consequence; significance; 
interpretations; chronology;  

Source utility and source 
comparison 

Inter-war years  

Nazi Germany  

Impact of WW1 on civilians 
(Holocaust and Conflict in the 
Middle East. 

Links to prior learning: 

Women in WW1  (Women’s suffrage) 

Britain and the empire  

Key concept essays  

Source utility and source comparison  

Social, political and economical factors  

Shelters and bunkers in WW1 

The Crusades (reasons people go to 
war)  

Rationale:  

NC requirement: Challenges for Britain, Europe and the wider world 
(1901-Present Day).  

Pupils have studied women’s suffrage as the first area of content under 
challenges to Britain. After having studied the role of women in WW1, 
pupils will be able to understand the chronology from one of the first 
challenges in the 19th/20th century directly impacting their lives to a 
wider challenge in C20 impacting a wider world. Pupils will also be able 
to draw on their knowledge about the empire to consider its role in 
WW1. Term 2 has been chosen for the study of WW1 because of the 
breadth of content that the study of WW1 demands. By this stage, pupils 
will be comfortable using, studying and comparing sources as evidence 
and considering causation. Pupils will now be given further opportunity 
to develop their historical skills of arguing significance and developing 
judgements.  

Pupils will not be covering WW1 at KS4 level.  
 End of Unit assessment:  

Section A: Knowledge  

Section B: Sources  

 

 Key Processes: historical enquiry; 
using evidence; communicating about 
the past. 

Cross Curricular Links: (see RWCM) Further: English e.g. war poetry and 
writing for different purposes; Citizenship e.g. propaganda in recruiting 
soldiers, censoring information, debating e.g. validity of conscientious 
objectors; Art e.g. creating your own recruitment poster; Science e.g. design 
a weaponised aircraft;  Geography e.g. exploring the map of the world 

Curriculum Opportunities: explore the ways in which the past has helped 
shape identities, shared cultures, values and attitudes today; use ICT to 
research information about the past, process historical data and select, 
categorise, organise and present their finding; make links between 
history & other subjects; videos for learning such as Blackadder  
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before and after WW1; learning about different countries pre-WW1; ICT 
(using ICT for research and presentation); Science: how to start a fire  

Strategies to Support & Stretch: less challenging text readings vs. more challenging text reading; describe vs. infer (source tasks); option to choose 
activity of choice in starters, main tasks & plenaries e.g. write a poem or design a war memorial; independent collection of data and analysis of sources 
(groups and individual work); word bank; sentence starters; exemplar answers; teacher modelling class work; scaffolded questioning in class 
discussions and teacher-led learning; seating plan according to ability for pair activities such as think, pair, share; pictures as prompts; extension tasks 
e.g. colour the map pre-WW1 and prioritise the most important function of air power in WW1; multiple and varied teaching and learning strategies 
such as creating posters, word bingo, extended writing tasks, verbal activities, complete the grid activities, colour coding; teacher support; key 
questions for lessons displayed on board to provide a learning frame for pupils; information sheet provided for some independent research tasks to 
support;  

RWCM: Reading: Modelling of reading and different reading strategies e.g. paired reading; key words e.g. presented on projector, emphasis in using in speaking and 
writing, matching key words with definition; using mnemonics to remember key words e.g. MAIN and LAMB; summarising; wider reading: In Flanders Field; General 
Haigh article Writing: discussion and modelling of writing strategies for causation, consequence, significance and evaluation; self and peer-assessment to reflect on 
writing;; extended writing and writing for different purposes such as reports; newspaper front article; PEEL essays; provision of writing frames; creating textbook pages 
for KS2 (causes of WW1); Communication: Questioning; collaborative work with different roles; summarising learning in different formats (pictures/text/verbally); 
communicating historical knowledge in essay writing (P.E.E.L paragraphs; comprehension questions structured debates; pupils given choice of ‘most appropriate’ 
method of presentation for their work; student-led learning with pupils playing role of teachers;   SPaG emphasis and reminders in every lesson; display of key words on 
PPs in lessons; focus on spoken language in all verbal tasks; labelling and drawing diagrams such as trenches; spider diagrams; rendering sources Mathematics: 
identification of primary and secondary data; pupils encouraged to make relationships between cause and effect; code breaking in plenaries and starters; construction 
and interpretation of timelines, graphs and maps; comparing numerical data; data handling: concept of bias; arguments and reasoning based on historical evidence; use 
of maps; ranking data, captions, information according to significance and or importance; sorting events into chronological order; diamond nine plenary; hexagonal (how 
each image is related to the other); inside the octagon (numbers, words, pictures, people, feelings etc.); finding links using spider diagrams.  

SMSC & British Values  

Social: Pupils are expected to work together cooperatively to complete tasks and 
problem solve e.g. prepare arguments for debate (conscientious objectors and General 
Haigh)  

Cultural Capital 

Remembrance Day  

Forgotten soldiers of the war (cultural diversity) 
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Moral: Pupils consider moral arguments for and against fighting in war and forced 
conscription and desertion.  Through investigating and using a range of historical sources, 
pupils develop their ability to critically assess sources of evidence for accuracy and 
reliability e.g. pupils will look at a number of sources to debate Haig’s title as Butcher of 
the Somme.  

Spiritual: Pupils are encouraged to be critical yet understanding of the views of others; 
including historians, interpretations of the past and primary sources, and other pupils. 
Through carefully planned debates and discussions, pupils learn to take interest in and 
respect the views of others. Pupils also learn how to come to an informed conclusion 
having taken on board a range of different viewpoints and are taught to critique the 
provenance of evidence they are dealing with in order to approach it analytically. Lessons 
are interactive so that pupils develop a sense of enjoyment and fascination in learning 
about how the world they live in has changed over time.  

Cultural: Through peer assessment, group discussions, class feedback sessions and 
debates, pupils are introduced to peer concepts, values and events not encounterable 
otherwise e.g. think-pair-share templates. Pupils will also be asked to communicate their 
opinions and knowledge in varied ways including artistic forms e.g. creating a textbook 
insert, writing a letter, designing a stained glass window or a memorial and constructing 
a poem to celebrate fallen heroes. Pupils will consider religious, social, political and 
economic factors when considering the causes of war and the implications of the T.O.V.  

War poetry  e.g. In Flanders Field  

Reference to world events and other wars such as: Pearl 
Harbour/WWII/Trojan War.  

System and structure of military court and tribunals 

 Judge and Jury – does General Haig deserve his reputation as the 
Butcher of the Somme?  

Long term and worldwide implications of M.A.I.N  

Controversial cartoons and propaganda in the media  

Careers: law (making a case – e.g. conscientious objectors and General 
Haig; historians (using sources as evidence and forming interpretations); 
journalism and marketing: article writing and recruitment posters; 
teachers (developing their own enquiry and presenting to the class)   
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Key Terms 
Lesson One Lesson Two: Lesson Three Lesson Four Lesson Five 

Militarism 
Alliances 
Nationalism 
Imperialism 
Long Term Causes 
Triple Entente  
Triple Alliance  

Heir 
Assassinate 
Sarajevo 
Black Hand 
Gavrilo Princip 
 

Flank 
Schlieffen 
Neutrality 
Von Moltke 
British Expeditionary Force 
 

Pals Battalions 
Enlist 
Push and Pull Propaganda 
Coercion 
 

Conchie 
Conscription 
Exemption 
Tribunal 
Pacifists 
Alternativists 
 

Lesson Six Lesson Seven Lesson Eight Lesson Nine Lesson Ten 
Trench 
War of Attrition 
Stalemate 
No Mans Land 
Sapping 
 

Trench Foot 
Lice 
Shell Shock 
Dug Out 
Executed 
Sniper 
 

DORA 
Censorship 
Censor 
Field Service Postcard 
Military Secrets 
 

Detonate 
Casualties 
Verdun 
Supporting Argument 
Attrition 
 

Interpretation 
Source 
Perception 
Usefulness 
Lions and Donkeys 
 

Lesson Eleven Lesson Twelve Lesson Thirteen Lesson Fourteen Lesson Fifteen/Sixteen 
Khudadad Khan 
Labour 
Dominions 
ANZACS 
Contribution 
 

Peninsula 
Sick Man of Europe 
Third Front 
Dardanelles Strait 
 

U-Boat 
Home Front 
Allotment 
Rationing 
Unrestricted 
Zimmerman 
 

RAMC 
Evacuation 
Shrapnel 
Thomas Splint 
PTSD 
Excision 
 

Armistice 
Memorial 
Retreat 
Commemorate 
The Black Day 
Spring Offensive 
Treaty 
Reparations 
Demilitarised 
Provision 

Meta-cognitive learning:  
 
Pupils will be given these key words at the beginning of the term. As summative assessment opportunities, pupils will write the definition according to 
their learning at the end of the lesson and be asked to revise them for their weekly homework. Pupils will then be tested on them randomly and will form 
part of their formative assessment.  
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Topic 2: Modern History - The Great War (1914-1918)

1 The Great War (Alternate �tles: First World War, WWI) an interna�onal conflict in 1914–18 (early 20 th Century) that embroiled 
most of the na�ons of Europe along with Russia , the United States, the Middle East, and other regions. The war pi�ed the Central
Powers—mainly Germany , Austria-Hungary , and Turkey—against the Allies—mainly France, Great Britain, Russia, Italy, Japan, and,
from 1917, the United States.

Key Events

16 Militarism

17 Alliances

18 Imperialism

19 Na�onalism 

20 Black Hand 

21 Schlieffen

22 BEF

23 Pals Ba�alions

24 Propaganda

25 Conchie 

26 Conscrip�on

27 Tribunal 

28 Pacifists 

29 Trench 

30 War of A�ri�on

31 Stale mate 

32 Sapping 

33 Censorship

34 Dora

35 U-boat

36 Repara�on 

37 Armis�ce 

38 Spring Offensive 

Key Words

2 28th June 1914 Archduke Franz Ferdinand is assassinated in Bosnia. 

3 4th August 1914 Britain declares war on Germany

4 8th August 1914 Britain passes Dora which gives the government powers such as food ra�ons, controlling the news and use of 
factories. 

5 September 1914 The French stop the German a�ack at Marne, leading to the start of Trench Warfare on the Western Front . 

6 April 1915 Poison gas is first used at the second Ba�le of Ypres 

7 June 1915 The first ever dog fight between German and Bri�sh airplanes. 

8 July 1916 – Ba�le of the Somme, the largest ba�le of the war. The first tank is used in the Ba�le of the Somme in September. 

9 January 1917 – Conscrip�on introduced in Britain 

10 February 1918 – Representa�on of the People’s Act 

11 11th November 1918 – Armis�ce signed; Germany surrenders and WW1 ends. 

The Great War

Key Concepts
12. Trench Warfare A type of figh�ng where both sides build trenches as a defense against the enemy . These trenches can go on 

for miles and make it impossible for enemies to advance. 

13. War of A�ri�on A war based on winning by wearing down the enemies’ armies, economy and morale. 

14. Western Front The area of figh�ng in Western Europe in WW1. A majority of figh�ng was done in North -Eastern France and 
Belgium in trenches.

15. Alliances An agreement between countries to protect each other in war. This was a major cause of WW1. There were 
two main allies: Triple Entente (France, Britain & Russia) and the Triple Alliance (Germany, Austria Hungary 
and Italy).


