
Key Dates& Key Concepts
1 empire An empire is a group of countries ruled over by a single monarch or ruling power. An empire doesn't need 

an 'emperor'. 

2 British 
Empire

Covered nearly 13 million square miles. The British Empire comprised of Britain, the 'mother country', and 
the colonies, countries ruled to some degree by and from Britain. In the 16th century Britain began to 
establish overseas colonies. By 1783, Britain had built a large empire with colonies in America and the West 
Indies. At its largest in 1919. 

3. Colonialism The control by one power over a dependent area or people.

4. Colony A country or area under the full or partial political control of another country and occupied by settlers from 
that country.

5. Products of 
the Empire

Tea, coffee, sugar, spices, cocoa, tobacco, cotton, fur: all of these products (and more) were discovered as a 
result of the expansion of the British Empire (and trade with) in countries like India, China, Portugal and the 
Caribbean. 

6. Reasons for 
empire

See diagram in your books. Categorised according to factors like: trade, expansion, religion, power, 
education, military and employment. 

7. Interpretatio
ns of the 
British 
Empire

Interpretations of the British Empire have changed and developed over time. In the 19th and early 20th 
century, some historians argued that the empire was the result of Britain's technical and moral superiority. 
They argued that British rule established formal systems of government, law and education as well as the 
development of infrastructure, like railways. However, this has been widely challenged. Many modern 
historians argue that it is unacceptable to say that colonialized peoples did not have or would not have 
developed their own entirely valid forms of government, laws, and infrastructures without the influence of 
the British Empire.

8. Countries New Zealand, Australia, India, Africa, North America, Afghanistan and Canada – Part of the B.E

9. Indian 
Mutiny

Indian Mutiny, also called Sepoy Mutiny or First War of Independence, widespread but unsuccessful 
rebellion against British rule in India in 1857–59. he rebellion began when sepoys refused to use new rifle 
cartridges, which were thought to be lubricated with grease containing a mixture of pigs' and cows' lard and 
thus religiously impure for Muslims and Hindus. May 1857-July 1859. 

Key Words and Subject Specific Terminology 
1.

Union Flag

The Union Flag, or Union Jack, is the national flag of the United Kingdom. It is so 
called because it combines the crosses of the three countries united under one 
Sovereign - the kingdoms of England and Wales, of Scotland and of Ireland (although 
since 1921 only Northern Ireland has been part of the United Kingdom).

2. Native people A person born in a specified place or associated with a place by birth

3. Conflict This could mean a fight, battle or war based on a disagreement between two parties. 
For two parties to clash or be incompatible with one another. 

4.
Rebellion Rebellion: the action or process of resisting authority, control, or convention. Many 

people in the colonies were killed when they rebelled against British rule 

5. East India Company Was founded in England in 1599 and soon began building trading warehouses in India. 
It was formed to trade in in Indian Ocean region. 

6.

Robert Clive

Considered to be the founder of the British Empire in India. Leading historians view 
Robert Clive as unworthy of celebration since his reputation falls far short of the 
values demanded of public office and because his administrative failures led to the 
catastrophic Bengal famine of 1769–1773

7. Sati Part of the Indian Hindu culture: this was when a wife was burnt alive with her dead 
husband following his death. 

8.
Sepoy A native soldier 

9.
Crown Rule 

After the Indian Mutiny of 1857, it was decided that India would be ruled directly by 
the British government instead of the East India Company. This was called Crown Rule 
or the period of the British Raj (1858-1947). 

10. Bhadralok Middle class of Indians = Bhadralok (nicknamed ‘Baboos’ by the British)

11. Westernised Become familiar with and assimilated in western culture such as the language, 
education and culture. 

12.
Mahatma Gandhi 

Began the 241 mile Salt March (in protest of the British monopoly on salt). 
Encouraged people to protest peacefully. Responsible for the fall of the British 
Empire in India. 

13. Nationalist A person who strongly identifies with their own nation and vigorously supports its 
interests. 

14. Viceroy Governor-General of India. A form of royal appointment. Lord Canning was the first 
viceroy of India. 

15.



Additional Information 


