
Key Events, Key Dates, Key Concepts
1 Holocaust Biblical term meaning ‘burnt offering’ or ‘sacrifice’. Jewish people prefer the term ‘Sho’ah

(catastrophe) to describe the Holocaust. The systematic killing and persecution of Jews in Nazi-
controlled Europe. This genocide was started by Hitler.

2 Who? Other groups of people also suffered at the hands of the Nazis including gypsies, disabled 
people, homosexuals, communists and other enemies of Hitler.

3 Concentration camp A place in which large numbers of people, especially political prisoners or members of persecuted 
minorities, are deliberately imprisoned in a relatively small area with inadequate facilities, 
sometimes to provide forced labour or to await mass execution. The term is most strongly 
associated with the several hundred camps established by the Nazis in Germany and occupied 
Europe 1933–45, among the most infamous being Dachau, Belsen, and Auschwitz.

4 Extermination camp Where groups of people were sent to be executed and murdered. In 1941-1942 the Nazis built 
camps in German occupied Poland whose sole purpose was to kill people on an industrial scale. 
Also called death camps and killing centres. 11 million people killed in extermination camps by 
Nazis.

5 Antisemitism Term to describe the discrimination of Jews. 

6 Aryan According to the Nazis, this was the ideal master race. Blonde hair, blue eyed, tall, strong and 
white.

7 Dates See timeline about the persecution of Jews in Germany on second side. 

Key Words and Subject Terminology
12

Tax roll Exchequer Roll: a kind of government document recording various payments that is stored rolled 
up.

13

Extremism The term extremism means to hold ideas or beliefs that most people consider unreasonable or 
unacceptable. People can hold extreme views on different topics such as politics or religion.

14

Nuremburg Laws

Antisemitic laws in Nazi Germany. They formalised anti-Semitism into the Nazi state by:
Stripping Jews of German citizenship.
Outlawing marriage and sexual relations between Jews and Germans.
Taking away from Jews all civil and political rights.

15
Boycott A form of non-violent protest. To stop trading or social relations with (a country, organization, or 

person) as a punishment or protest.

16

Kristallnacht

On November 9 to November 10, 1938, Nazis in Germany torched synagogues, vandalized Jewish 
homes, schools and businesses and killed close to 100 Jews. In the aftermath of Kristallnacht, also 
called the “Night of Broken Glass,” some 30,000 Jewish men were arrested and sent to Nazi 
concentration camps.

17

Reichsmarks Reichsmarks was the currency of Germany from 1924 until 20 June 1948 in West Germany. 

18
Gestapo Nazi secret police 

19
Joseph Goebbels Nazi politician and Hitler's Minister for Public Enlightenment and Propaganda 

20
Sonderkommando

Groups of Jewish prisoners forced to perform a variety of duties in the gas chambers and 
crematoria of the Nazi camp system. They worked primarily in the Nazi killing centers, such as 
Auschwitz, but they were also used at other killing sites to dispose of the corpses of victims.

21

Cattle train used to transport people to death camps

22
Memorial Built to honour the dead 

Key Words and Subject Terminology

8
Genocide Mass murder 

9
Ghetto 

The Nazis used ghettos to isolate and contain the Jewish population of occupied Europe. The largest 
ghetto was in Warsaw. Literal definition: a part of a city, especially a slum area, occupied by a 
minority group or groups. Plural: ghettoes. 

10
Stereotype generalized belief about a particular category of people. It is an expectation that people might have 

about every person of a particular group. Usually negative attitude. 

11
Money lending 

Christians were forbidden from lending money at interest to make a profit but Jews were allowed to 
do this, though they were banned from most other professions.



Examples of other genocides: Rwanda Genocide, Cambodian 
(Killing Fields), Darfur, Bosnian genocide

Subject specific terminology
23 Police Battalion 101 Ordinary men from Hamburg. Reserve policemen. Average age: 39/ 25% were Nazi Party members. Sent to 

Poland in July 1842 and they executed more than 38000 Jews in 16 months. 

24 Adolf Eichmann: Infamous Nazi war criminal. He helped work out the details of the Final solution and was present at the 
Wannsee Conference. 

25 Final Solution The term “Final Solution of the Jewish Question” was a euphemism View This Term in the Glossary used by 
Nazi Germany’s leaders. It referred to the mass murder of Europe’s Jews. It brought an end to policies 
aimed at encouraging or forcing Jews to leave the German Reich and other parts of Europe. Those policies 
were replaced by systematic annihilation.

26 Wannsee 
Conference

A place in Germany where leading Nazis gathered in January 1942. They discussed the best way of 
exterminating the entire Jewish race. 

27 Einsatzgruppen Nazi SS killing  squads to go into areas to round up the Jews and kill them

28 Resistance Refusal to accept or comply with something 

29 Deportation Deportation is the expulsion of a person or group of people from a place or country. The term expulsion is 
often used as a synonym for deportation, though expulsion is more often used in the context of 
international law, while deportation is more used in national law.

Key num
bers &

 Key facts 

30 SS Unit of Nazis created as bodyguard to Hitler and later expanded to take charge of intelligence, central 
security, policing action, and the mass extermination of those they considered inferior or undesirable.

31 Liberation The act of setting free. As Allied forces moved across Europe in a series of attacks against Germany, they 
began to liberate prisoners. 

32 War Crime A crime (such as genocide or maltreatment of prisoners) committed during or in connection with war —
usually used in plural

33 Denazification Denazification was the process of removing Nazi ideology and influence from all forms of public life in 
Germany.

34 Nuremburg Nuremburg: annual Nazi rallies were held in Nuremburg (Germany). Hitler intended it to be the ‘Party City’. 
The first international war crimes trial were held here. 

Timeline of persecution


